
June 2025 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY OFFICE CLOSED  

Thursday, June 19 Juneteenth 

CITY MEETINGS 
June 2, 2025 

Planning Commission 

7:00 PM  

June 3, 2025  

Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

June 9, 2025  

Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

June 11, 2025 

Heritage Preservation Committee 

6:00 PM  

June 17, 2025 

City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 

June 30, 2025 

Planning Commission July Meeting 

7:00 PM  
 

Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue 

to be Available for City Council and Planning 

Commission Meetings.   

Information on how to join the meetings will 

be posted on the City website along with the 

agenda and meeting  packet.   

City Council 
 

Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

CITY HALL 

651-436-5090 

City Website 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 
Important Numbers 

 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-248-5103 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

City of Afton Dashboard 
A Summary of Current Happenings 

 As part of the 2017 road improvement plan, the final set of roads that are in poor condition 

were approved for improvements this summer. The following roads will be renovated this 

summer. Specific dates and details for the projects will be announced later. 

Valley Creek Trail 

55th street 

57th street 

Strawberry Hill Road 

50th street between Odell and Neal 

Osgood Ave near 55th street 

Osgood Court 

Afton Blvd. Court 

 

 The council approved a pilot program, referred to as Micro Surfacing, to resurface roads that 

were paved in the 2004 period. The roads in the pilot program are listed below.  Additional 

roads paved in 2004 are planned to be microsurfaced in future years if the pilot program is 

successful. 

50th from Manning to Neal 

Trading Post from 40th to Valley Creek Trail 

15th from Manning to Neal 

 

 An amendment to the ordinance regarding Cannabis/Hemp business regulations was ap-

proved. 

 

 A lighting ordinance amendment was referred to the Planning Commission for a public hear-

ing and recommendation. 

 

 The Town Square Park phase two landscaping plan and a related drip line irrigation system 

was approved. 
 

 A variance and subdivision application for the property at 3787 St. Croix Trail was denied. 

 

SAR 

July 4th Parade Participation 
 The Afton Parade Committee has implemented a new policy that all 

parade participants must complete the online registration prior to the 

parade. Go to our web site https://aftonparade.com/ to register. 

Afton Strawberry Festival 
Sat. June 28, 2025 – 10am – 5pm 

Sun. June 29, 2025 – 10am – 4pm 

Fresh, locally grown strawberries! 

Live music Saturday and Sunday 

Afton Town Square Park  

Visit exploreafton.com  for more information 

https://aftonparade.com/
http://exploreafton.com/
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At its May meeting, the council awarded two bids for road projects that will be completed this construction season. We expanded what 

we originally planned to do and rebid these projects earlier this spring. We are able to do these projects one year ahead of the timeline 

set out in our street improvement plan so that is great news. In addition to some other smaller street segments, Valley Creek Trail will 

be improved this year. We are also beginning our microsurfacing project on large segments of roads throughout the city. This new tech-

nology has shown to be very effective at extending the lifespan of roads at a low cost. This work is in addition to crack sealing that will be 

done this year. So look for these projects to get underway this summer. 

 

The city has taken the first steps to consider if a deer management plan is warranted. A draft plan was presented and will be considered 

at a future work session. An early step in this process, if approved, is conducting a deer count. The council has not yet decided if that is a 

step we should take as there are significant costs associated with it. If you have thoughts to share on any issues related to deer in the 

city, and any changes you have noticed, please reach out to your council member or to city staff. I want to thank Elissa Thompson of the 

Washington Conservation District (and an Afton resident) for all her help walking us through the process of analyzing the deer manage-

ment issue and drafting an initial plan to begin this conversation. 

 

I also want to thank all the volunteers who have been working on the prairie restoration project on the levee and the weeding and 

maintenance of the plantings located in the center islands on St. Croix Trail South. Students from the University of St. Thomas were out 

again recently for their second day of volunteer work on the levee, and many Afton residents were working on the median plantings this 

last weekend. Thank you! 

 

-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

Parks Committee Seeks  

Members  
The Parks Committee is seeking volun-

teer residents who have an interest in 

identifying and reviewing issues relating to 

parks and open spaces and assessing and 

recommending such plans to City Council.   

The committee meets, when needed, the 

2nd Monday of the month.  
 

Applications available on city web-

site. 

Have an Interest in Historical  

Architecture?  
Do you have an interest in architecture, historic 

buildings and preserving Afton’s heritage? The 

Heritage Preservation / Design Review 

Commission is looking for new members with 

an interest or background in architecture or 

design. 

  

The HPC/DR meets to review projects to en-

sure they meet the City’s Design Standards for 

the Old Village. Meetings are the 2nd Wednes-

day of the month or as needed. 

 

Applications are available on the city 

website. 

Planning Commission Opening 
The City is seeking an Afton resident from Ward 

3 to serve on the Planning Commission.  The 

Planning Commission is responsible for reviewing 

requests for rezoning, platting, subdivisions, con-

ditional use permits and variances.  The Commis-

sion is also involved in reviewing and updating the 

City’s land use ordinances and in the periodic 

updating of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, which 

is the City’s long term plan for managing land use 

and development with the overall goal of protect-

ing and preserving Afton’s natural, rural character. 

 

Planning Commission Meetings are held the First 

Monday of Every Month at 7 p.m. at City Hall. 

 

The following is a link to the Ward Boundary 

Map.   

https://www.ci.afton.mn.us/vertical/sites/%7B2551

48F5-88B9-45F6-9726-

DD95D24AA11D%7D/uploads/2022_Afton_War

ds_Map.pdf 

 

Stan Ross is the Council member for Ward 3.  

 

Application forms are available on the city 

website or at City Hall. 
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Meeting Highlights 
May 5, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting  

The Commission: 
• Held a public hearing for a minor subdivision application to create two lots at PID 

08.028.520.13.0008.  

• Held a public hearing for a variance and minor subdivision for a lot line rearrangement 

at 3787 St Croix Tr.  

• Held a public hearing for a correction to the city’s zoning map.  

• Discussed an amendment to the Lighting and Glare Ordinance 

• Discussed an amendment to the Cannabis & Hemp Business Regulation Ordinance.  

 

May 20, 2025 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Approved a minor subdivision application to create two lots at PID 

08.028.520.13.0008.  

• Denied an application for a variance and minor subdivision for a lot line 

rearrangement at 3787 St Croix Tr.  

• Approved the 2025 street improvement project.   

• Approved a correction to the city’s zoning map.  

• Approved landscaping and dripline irrigation for Town Square Park.    

• Approved an amendment to the Cannabis & Hemp Business Regulation Ordinance. 

  
MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 

Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
Weekend at the Wetlands 
Saturday, June 7 & Sunday, June 8 

9:00 am - 2:00 pm 

Belwin Education Site 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. Afton MN 55001 

Cost: Free 

Open to everyone! 

Discover what thousands of schoolchildren 

already know! Belwin’s Education Site wel-

comes thousands of students from Saint Paul 

and Stillwater every year. This June, you’re 

invited to explore this special site during two 

days of open community hiking. Kick off your 

visit at our new Peter J. King Family Founda-

tion Wetlands Center, then head out on the 

trail. Naturalist guided hikes will be available 

throughout the day starting at 10:00 am, or 

choose your own adventure as you explore 

miles of trail through woodlands, wetlands, 

and prairie. 

Trails at the Education Site are accessible to 

hikers of all ages and include a mix of paved, 

mowed grass, and gravel. This event is free, 

but we ask that you RSVP to help us plan for 

parking and staffing. 

 

For details and registration contact:  
Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Afton Museum Speaker Series 
3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001 

 

Angie Hong, Water Education  

Senior Specialist  

Presentation on Wetlands in our Community, followed 

by Q&A 

Thursday, June 5, 2025 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Light refreshments served 

Free event, Museum donations appreciated 

RSVP by June 2, 2025 to: 651-346-9494  

or linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 

 

For information on giving a presentation, contact  

Leslie Thomas at 

leslie@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 

Event recycling made easy! 

Borrow a Recycling Container from the 

County 
Portable recycling containers are available to borrow for 

collecting mixed recycling such as bottles and cans at gather-

ings like graduation parties, family reunions, block parties, 

and similar events. Bags are included. Interested in reserving 

containers for your next event? Simply fill out and submit the 

online reservation form.  

https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/1217/Recycling-

Container-Loan 

Town Square Park Renovations 

The basketball court at Town 

Square Park is undergoing renova-

tion this summer. Construction is 

expected to be complete in  

mid July.    

http://www.belwin.org
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

www.ci.afton.mn.us  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
Please note: Extended Access users can ac-

cess Valley Library on Juneteenth  

 

Valley Library will have a booth at the Afton 

Strawberry Festival June 28th and 29th. Join 

us for a fun craft and to learn more about 

Valley Library! Enjoy Miss Teresa’s storytime 

on the main stage. Make sure to stop by and 

say “hello”! 

 

For Adults: 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of every month. 

The title selection for the Thursday June 

26th meeting is “The Invisible Life of Addie 

Larue” by V.E. Schwab.  

 

For Teens: 

Tuesday, June 24th Open Gaming 4:00-

6:00  

Drop in to Valley Library to play video games, 

like Mario Kart and Smash Bros. Feel free to 

bring your own controller, or else one will be 

provided for you. No Registration needed. 

Ages 12-18 

 

For Kids:  

Wednesday, June 4th @ 1:00  Dazzling 

Dave Yo-Yo Master 

 

Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

 

Monday, June 16th 10:30-11:00  Music 

and Movement Storytime 

 

Thursday, June 12 6:00 pm   

Pajama storytime 

 

Tuesday, June 17th  3:00-5:00 pm K-Nex 

Racing 

 

Monday, June 23rd @ 11:15  Preschool Art 

Lab: Painting with Droppers 

 

Thursday, June 12th 3:30-4:30 Rock Paint-

ing for Kids 

 

Wednesday, June 25th  Science in the Sum-

mer with the Bakken Museum  10:30-12:30  

Registration required 

 

Saturdays, June 7th, 21st and 28th  11:00-

1:00  Kid Builders 

 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  

2025 Free Well Water Testing  

for Nitrates and Coliforms 
If you received a test kit, remember to collect a fresh sample of well 

water and drop t off at City Hall on June 10th and 17th between 7:00 

and 9:30 AM.  

 

There are still some test kits available if you would like to par-

ticipate. Please call City Hall (651-436-5090) to reserve a test kit and 

plan to pick it up before June 16th during regular office hours. (9:00—

2:00 Monday—Thursday)  

   

4th of July Parade Afton Schooner Band 
Musicians of all ages 5th grade and up are invited to rehearse and per-

form Sousa type band marches while aboard the Afton Schooner Band 

Wagon in the annual Afton 4th of July Parade! 

 

Attend one or more of the rehearsals on June 26, June 30 and July 3 at 

7 pm at the Afton Historical Museum.  Music is available in advance if 

required. 

 

Contact Dr. Lucy McAllister, Afton Schooner Band Organizer, 

at lucymcallister5@gmail.com or 651 436-5150. 

mailto:lucymcallister5@gmail.com

