
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  June 15, 2021 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was not recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan 17 

Ross.  A Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   18 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, Planning Commission Chair 19 

Kris Kopitzke 20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 22 

Add items: 9c11 replace fencing; 9c12 Blvd trees; 9b2 Pay voucher No. 1; 9c13 security camera for public 23 

works bldg.;  9c14 stop sign on 60th ; 9c15 zoom meeting attendance.  24 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski  To approve the agenda for the  June 15, 2021 Regular City Council 25 

meeting with the additions noted.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  26 

 27 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    28 

A. Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve minutes of the April 20, 2021 City Council Meeting. Roll 29 

call, All aye, passed 5-0.    30 

 31 

B.  Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski  to approve minutes of the May 18, 2021 City Council Meeting 32 

with as amended with correction to line 125.  Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0.   33 

 34 
6.   PUBLIC INPUT – 35 

 Brad Bechel, 12350 8th St Ct S, property owner next to proposed solar farm.  Questioned the 50’ buffer 36 

barrier, would like to have 100’ buffer between residential and industrial property. The southern end has 37 

large old trees and water drainage on slopes, not conducive to a solar farm. Does not want them to cut the 38 

mature large trees along the property line.  39 

  40 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 41 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  42 

 43 

B.  Youth Service Bureau Presentation 44 

Michael Huntley provided a presentation on services offered to the community. Requested a 3% increase in 45 

contribution from the city. Information on the organization is available at: ysb.net.  46 

 47 

C. 2020 Audit Report and Monthly Budget Report  48 

Roger, Carlson SV, provided a summary of the 2020 audit, no problems were found.  49 

The monthly budget report was reviewed, this is the first month Roger has taken over the report.    50 

 51 

D. Lower St Croix Fire District Report 52 

Council member Nelson reported this was a relatively routine month.  53 

 54 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 55 

A.  Just and Correct Claims 56 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – May – Resolution 2021-39    57 
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Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2021-39.  Roll 58 

call: all aye, passed 5-0.   59 

 60 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS 61 

A.  Planning Commission Report   62 

1.   Duane Meyer Variance Application for a lot line rearrangement at 13852 50th St.   63 

Chair Kopitzke reported that the planning commission had a split vote of 3-3 on this based on the 64 

criteria for a variance.  65 

Council member Wroblewski asked why the variance was requested first, rather than the lot line 66 

rearrangement.   67 

Administrator Moorse stated the variance was necessary because a subdivision like this cannot be 68 

approved without a variance due to the fact that the lots are non-conforming and will remain non-69 

conforming. Applicant wanted to ask for variance approval prior to beginning the subdivision process.  70 

Council member Wroblewski and mayor Palmquist both stated they did not want to grant a variance that 71 

may not be used.  72 

Council member Nelson asked what the other option would be.  73 

Chair Kopitzke stated there are other ways to divide the property that would minimize the variance.  74 

Council member Wroblewski stated the variance would increase the size of the landlocked parcel.  75 

Council member Perkins stated that the hardship relates to keeping the existing farm buildings. This 76 

family has been farming here for decades, if the two parties are in agreement the decision should be up 77 

to them.  78 

Mayor Palmquist stated this is adding acreage to non-conforming lots, but is reducing acres in one 79 

landlocked parcel.  80 

Council member Wroblewski stated the driveway easement is through the large trees on the side of the 81 

property.  82 

Mayor Palmquist stated the two parties could agree to adjust the easement. 83 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2021-40 approving the Duane Meyer 84 

Variance application related to a proposed lot line rearrangement at 138520 50th St. with findings 85 

and conditions listed; with addition of finding # 8 we are reducing acres in a landlocked parcel, 86 

and #9 the split lot must be combined.  87 
Findings 88 

1. The subject parcels are in the Ag zone 89 

2. The existing lot at 50th Street already has an irregular  “L” shape 90 

3. The undeveloped Ron Meyer parcel to the north has no frontage on a public road.   91 

4. The 40-acre parcel to be divided is landlocked, with no frontage on a public road.  92 

5. While adding one-half of the parcel to the 50th Street parcel would make that portion 93 

no longer landlocked, it would make the resulting parcel substantially more irregularly 94 

shaped.   95 

6. Because the 40-acre parcel is under the same ownership as the 13852 50th Street par-96 

cel, the property owner could combine the two parcels without action by the City.   97 

7. Adding one-half of the 40-acre parcel to the Ron Meyer parcel to the north would in-98 

crease the nonconformity of the parcel by increasing the size of the nonconforming 99 

parcel.   100 

8. An existing 60 foot wide access easement runs through the parcel at 13852 50th Street 101 

from 50th Street to serve the Ron Meyer parcel to the north 102 

 Conditions 103 

1. The current right-of-way easement agreement shall be revised to reflect the new legal de-104 

scription of the enlarged Ron Meyer parcel.   105 

 106 

Council member Ross stated he does not like to approve variances, but in this case the ag. land stays in 107 

the family and the easement issue could be resolved with a shared driveway.  108 
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Mayor Palmquist stated most of this land is in Ag Preserve.  109 

Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.   110 
 111 

2.  Consolidated memo and exhibits regarding the solar farm CUP applications  112 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the consolidated plan that was submitted for the site.  113 

Council member Ross stated he cannot support any clear cutting. 114 

Council member Wroblewski asked who the owner is for the entire site.  115 

Administrator Moorse replied that the owner is FOC.  Lot 6 will be purchased by a new owner who will 116 

lease to the three solar companies.  117 

 118 

3.  Impact Power Solutions Conditional Use Permit and Variance Application  119 

Council member Wroblewski asked why there are three different companies. (there is a limit on 120 

megawatts per company in MN). South lot line bordering residential – would like to see 100’ buffer 121 

there.  122 

Chair Kopitzke stated the PC recommended 50’ for the following reasons: solar panels are 9’ tall and  123 

easier to screen than a tall building; the report from WSB indicated the screening coverage would be 124 

met within 5 years;  this is a CUP that can be revoked if necessary.  125 

Council member Perkins asked about storm water runoff after grading is done and removal of trees 126 

occurs.  127 

Council member Nelson stated he agrees with the 100’ buffer and also with the concerns on storm 128 

water.  129 

Council member Wroblewski stated the area slated for cutting contains mature trees and will be replaced 130 

by conifers that will not do well at this site. 131 

Council member Nelson would like to see a tree inventory of what is there.  132 

Mayor Palmquist stated the eastern parcel is causing the most questions with the tree issues. Solar is an 133 

allowed use in the industrial zone.  134 

Evan Carlson, applicant, stated each project should be considered individually. The screening plan was 135 

created to meet the requirements. Shade is not compatible with solar so some trees have to be removed. 136 

This is the only area where solar is allowed. Pollinator friendly seed mix will be planted under the 137 

panels. Solar panels’ carbon savings will be a benefit.   138 

Council member Perkins stated that before discussing carbon savings, we need to have a life cycle 139 

assessment analysis before stating one has a lower carbon footprint. If there is 13% or greater slope, that 140 

is against our ordinance for cutting. This is a question to revisit - there are areas in the city with flat land 141 

that would love to have solar rather than cutting trees on a slope in a healthy ecosystem at this site. 142 

These are larger issues that the city will have to look at.  Could this work with half the amount of 143 

panels? 144 

Evan, replied no, it will not work with half the panels. This is only location zoned for it. 145 

Council member Wroblewski stated she visited this site, it has steep slopes with large trees. 146 

Comprehensive plan is clear in regards to protecting forested areas and steep slopes.  147 

Council member Nelson stated he has never been in favor of large commercial solar arrays and feels 148 

they are not a good fit for Afton.  149 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to deny the variance application, Resolution 2021-41xx.  150 
Mayor Palmquist suggested tabling and getting a tree inventory. City went through a long process on 151 

solar and the result was that solar was an allowed use in the industrial zone.  152 

Council member Perkins supports solar, but items in comp plan supersede allowing it on this parcel.  153 

Council member Wroblewski stated that listening to their tree expert is wrong, as he was incorrect. 154 

Jeff Pearson, WSB, stated that regarding the screening review there were concerns about specific 155 

species that were proposed. In regards to the drainage patterns, if it moves forward, the full design plans 156 

will need to be submitted and reviewed. Also the watershed district will need to approve.  157 

Mayor Palmquist asked if the applicant would like to table the application for an opportunity to look for 158 

solutions. 159 
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Evan replied he could come back with a tree inventory and work with the buffer based on comments. 160 

The only reason they need to remove trees is to access sunlight. Shade is a practical difficulty.  161 

Mayor Palmquist suggested looking at angles and elevations.  162 

Council member Wroblewski stated we are beholden to the comprehensive plan. Recommends everyone 163 

walk the land.  164 

Council member Nelson stated this is zoned for the use, but that doesn’t mean you automatically can do 165 

it. 166 

Brad, neighbor, asked if this one could be sized at 4 acres rather than 5 to save some of the trees. The 167 

other solar sites are 4 acres.  168 

Evan would consider no tree clearing within 50’ buffer. The state ordinance allows for a practical 169 

difficulty exception for shading a solar array, specific to this situation.   170 

Chair Kopitzke stated this area has had trees since 1940’s. The planning commission has been listening 171 

to the experts.  172 

Council member Perkins asked if an inventory could be done and perhaps less acreage could be 173 

developed.  174 

Mayor Palmquist stated trees are allowed to be cut. The slope issue is a real concern.  175 

Motion on the floor is to deny the variance application (Resolution 2021-41xx) 176 

Roll call:  4 aye, 1 nay (Palmquist). Passed 4-1.  177 

 178 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to table Resolution 2021-42 regarding the CUP application for 179 

Impact Power Solutions. Roll call: all aye, Passed 5-0.  180 

 181 
4. Sunvest Conditional Use Permit Application  182 

Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission recommended approval. There is 100’ buffer on the 183 

border with the wetland.  184 

Administrator Moorse stated there will be a 50’ screen buffer, the area with the wetland is approximately 185 

50’. 186 

Council member Wroblewski stated there is a gap where there will need to be some screening. 187 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2021-43 approving the Conditional Use 188 

Permit for Sunvest Solar on the central portion of lot 6 of the new Afton Business Park 189 

subdivision, with addition of conditions #21 and #22:   190 

Conditions 191 

1. A map and legal description shall be provided to delineate the area of Lot 1 which is to be de-192 

voted to the SV CSG Afton, LLC solar garden and the conditions of conditional use permit ap-193 

proval be applied to this delineated site.   194 

2. Site access issues shall be subject to further comment and recommendation by the City Engineer. 195 

3. Solar arrays which are erected within the flood fringe and encroach within the drainage and util-196 

ity easement located along the south property line shall be subject to review and approval by the 197 

Valley Branch Watershed District and City Engineer.  The solar array plan shall be modified, if 198 

necessary, based on the decisions of the Watershed District.  If the solar array modifications are 199 

substantive, an amended CUP may be required. 200 

4. Perennial vegetative cover shall be established within 60 days of the completion of the project. 201 

Once the conditional use permit has been issued, the solar company and property owner are re-202 

sponsible for proper vegetative maintenance.  203 

5. The City’s newly amended I-IC District buffer yard requirements shall be satisfied.  The required 204 

screening vegetation shall be planted prior to the completion of the installation of the solar array. 205 

6. Financial security in the amount of 125% of the estimated cost of the screening vegetation shall 206 

be provided for two years after the screening vegetation is planted.  This amount may be reduced 207 

by 50% after two years, if the screening vegetation is fully healthy. The reduced security shall be 208 

maintained until five years after the original planting date, and may then be released if all screen-209 

ing vegetation is healthy.   210 
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 211 

7. Stormwater management issues shall be subject to comment and recommendation by the City 212 

Engineer. 213 

8. The approval of the CUP shall be subject to the City’s review of an interconnection agreement 214 

with the electric utility.  215 

9. The height of solar arrays located within the Floodplain Overlay District shall adhere to all rec-216 

ommendations provided by the Valley Branch Watershed District and City Engineer. 217 

10. The decommissioning of solar panels must occur in the event they are not used for six consecu-218 

tive months (rather than 12 months as indicated in the applicant’s narrative). 219 

11. Sufficient financial security shall be in place to ensure proper decommissioning.  The applicant 220 

shall create an escrow deposit or furnish an irrevocable letter of credit or a certified check as 221 

determined by the City Attorney, City Engineer, and City Administrator. The amount of the de-222 

posit or security is to be based upon the estimate of the total cost to remove any infrastructure 223 

and reclaim the property to its original condition at the conclusion of the solar energy farm.  The 224 

salvage or resale value of the infrastructure shall not be used in calculating any offset or credit 225 

against the estimate of the total cost to remove the infrastructure and reclaim the property to its 226 

original condition. The deposit or security shall equal 150% of the estimate of all costs to re-227 

move any infrastructure and reclaim the property,  228 

12.  The applicant and property owner shall enter into an agreement with the City to provide all re-229 

quired financial security and to provide for the ongoing maintenance of the site during the per-230 

mit period.   231 

13.  The submitted equipment specifications shall be modified to reference the City of Afton, Min-232 

nesota as the project location (rather than St. Joseph, Minnesota). 233 

14. The proposed security fence type and height shall be clarified by the applicant. 234 

15. Fences over six feet in height shall be subject to a building permit. 235 

16. If fencing is allowed in the drainage and utility easement area, and if a fence needs to be re-236 

moved to enable access to the easement area, the property owner will be responsible for replac-237 

ing the fence after the necessary work in the easement area is completed.   238 

17. Signs to be erected upon the site will need to comply with the applicable sign provisions of the 239 

City’s Zoning Ordinance (Sections 12-210, 12-211 and 12-212). 240 

18. To ensure safe operations, the following conditions shall be satisfied: 241 

A. Signage shall be posted at the entrance to the solar garden which includes, at a minimum, 242 

the owner and operator's name, contact information and emergency phone numbers. 243 

B. The solar garden shall meet or exceed all requirements of the International Building 244 

Code, the National Electrical Code, and local electric and fire codes. 245 

C. The applicant shall provide a key or lock to the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Depart-246 

ment to enable access the solar garden site. 247 

19. Issues related to wetland impacts shall be subject to comment and recommendation by the City 248 

Engineer and the Valley Branch Watershed District. 249 

20. Plans related to grading, drainage and utilities shall be subject to review and approval of the 250 

City Engineer. 251 

21.  The tree planting plan shall be subject to review and approval of the City Engineer.   252 

22.  The property owner shall be responsible for maintaining the buffer for the life of the CUP.  253 

 254 
Council member Wroblewski asked how the opacity will be enforced. 255 

Mayor Palmquist stated that the CUP could be pulled. 256 

Administrator Moorse stated that the CUP language requires financial security to cover the screening.  257 

Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.   258 

 259 

 260 

5.  DIVOCSG Conditional Use Permit Application  261 
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Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission recommended approval. 262 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve Resolution 2021-44 approving the Conditional Use 263 

Permit Conditional Use Permit for DIVOCSG for a solar garden on the western portion of lot 6 of 264 

the new Afton Business Park subdivision, with same conditions as approved for the previous 265 

applicant:   266 
Conditions 267 

1. A map and legal description shall be provided to delineate the area of Lot 1 which is to be de-268 

voted to the SV CSG Afton, LLC solar garden and the conditions of conditional use permit ap-269 

proval be applied to this delineated site.   270 

2. Site access issues shall be subject to further comment and recommendation by the City Engineer. 271 

3. Solar arrays which are erected within the flood fringe and encroach within the drainage and util-272 

ity easement located along the south property line shall be subject to review and approval by the 273 

Valley Branch Watershed District and City Engineer.  The solar array plan shall be modified, if 274 

necessary, based on the decisions of the Watershed District.  If the solar array modifications are 275 

substantive, an amended CUP may be required. 276 

4. Perennial vegetative cover shall be established within 60 days of the completion of the project. 277 

Once the conditional use permit has been issued, the solar company and property owner are re-278 

sponsible for proper vegetative maintenance.  279 

5. The City’s newly amended I-IC District buffer yard requirements shall be satisfied.  The required 280 

screening vegetation shall be planted prior to the completion of the installation of the solar array. 281 

6. Financial security in the amount of 125% of the estimated cost of the screening vegetation shall 282 

be provided for two years after the screening vegetation is planted.  This amount may be reduced 283 

by 50% after two years, if the screening vegetation is fully healthy. The reduced security shall be 284 

maintained until five years after the original planting date, and may then be released if all screen-285 

ing vegetation is healthy.   286 

7. Stormwater management issues shall be subject to comment and recommendation by the City 287 

Engineer. 288 

8. The approval of the CUP shall be subject to the City’s review of an interconnection agreement 289 

with the electric utility.  290 

9. The height of solar arrays located within the Floodplain Overlay District shall adhere to all rec-291 

ommendations provided by the Valley Branch Watershed District and City Engineer. 292 

10. The decommissioning of solar panels must occur in the event they are not used for six consecu-293 

tive months (rather than 12 months as indicated in the applicant’s narrative). 294 

11. Sufficient financial security shall be in place to ensure proper decommissioning.  The applicant 295 

shall create an escrow deposit or furnish an irrevocable letter of credit or a certified check as 296 

determined by the City Attorney, City Engineer, and City Administrator. The amount of the de-297 

posit or security is to be based upon the estimate of the total cost to remove any infrastructure 298 

and reclaim the property to its original condition at the conclusion of the solar energy farm.  The 299 

salvage or resale value of the infrastructure shall not be used in calculating any offset or credit 300 

against the estimate of the total cost to remove the infrastructure and reclaim the property to its 301 

original condition. The deposit or security shall equal 150% of the estimate of all costs to re-302 

move any infrastructure and reclaim the property,  303 

12.  The applicant and property owner shall enter into an agreement with the City to provide all re-304 

quired financial security and to provide for the ongoing maintenance of the site during the per-305 

mit period.   306 

13.  The submitted equipment specifications shall be modified to reference the City of Afton, Min-307 

nesota as the project location (rather than St. Joseph, Minnesota). 308 

14. The proposed security fence type and height shall be clarified by the applicant. 309 

15. Fences over six feet in height shall be subject to a building permit. 310 
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16. If fencing is allowed in the drainage and utility easement area, and if a fence needs to be re-311 

moved to enable access to the easement area, the property owner will be responsible for replac-312 

ing the fence after the necessary work in the easement area is completed.   313 

17. Signs to be erected upon the site will need to comply with the applicable sign provisions of the 314 

City’s Zoning Ordinance (Sections 12-210, 12-211 and 12-212). 315 

18. To ensure safe operations, the following conditions shall be satisfied: 316 

D. Signage shall be posted at the entrance to the solar garden which includes, at a minimum, 317 

the owner and operator's name, contact information and emergency phone numbers. 318 

E. The solar garden shall meet or exceed all requirements of the International Building 319 

Code, the National Electrical Code, and local electric and fire codes. 320 

F. The applicant shall provide a key or lock to the Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Depart-321 

ment to enable access the solar garden site. 322 

19. Issues related to wetland impacts shall be subject to comment and recommendation by the City 323 

Engineer and the Valley Branch Watershed District. 324 

20. Plans related to grading, drainage and utilities shall be subject to review and approval of the 325 

City Engineer. 326 

21.  The tree planting plan shall be subject to review and approval of the City Engineer.   327 

22.  The property owner shall be responsible for maintaining the buffer for the life of the CUP.  328 

 329 

Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0.   330 
 331 

 332 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 333 

1.  Project Updates 334 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, stated the pavement improvement project is ahead of schedule and under 335 

budget.  336 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve payment of Pay Voucher No. 1 to OMG Midwest Inc. in 337 

the amount of $578,868.41.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.   338 
 339 

Jeff Pearson provided an update on the remaining work for the pavement project.   340 

60th St has base pavement down.  341 

St Joseph Pines expect to start grading next week.  342 

 343 

C.  Administration – 344 
1. Afton Creek Preserve Update   345 

Administrator Moorse stated that planting of the conservation area was done by Prairie Restorations 346 

and the area was mowed by a local farmer because Prairie Restorations does not have the equipment 347 

to mow large areas. The developers agreement provides for three years of maintenance by PRI, the 348 

city may want to consider allowing the developer to seek bids for the additional maintenance. The oak 349 

savanna area still needs restoration.  350 

Mayor Palmquist asked if the MN Land Trust holds the easement for the oak savanna.  351 

Administrator Moorse replied that the city co-holds the easement with them. 352 

Council member Wroblewski stated the city holds the money for the enforcement. Items are not being 353 

done on schedule, does not trust the developer to complete. 354 

Council member Perkins noticed the conifer trees are still tied on the bottom.  355 

Clay Eckles, engineer, will look into. There are many other items, many do not have a time condition 356 

on them. The developer agreement said final paving will be done in 3 yrs or when 75% of homes are 357 

complete or whatever is later. Could be problematic, as many of the lots are not being built on 358 

immediately.  359 

Mayor Palmquist suggested moving the topic to a work session.  360 
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Clay stated that the easement issue is still not resolved. It involves a small piece of land near the ditch, 361 

where the drain pipe comes from across the road and was placed on private property in Denmark 362 

Township. The developer is required to obtain an easement. Both parties have legal representation, but 363 

issue has not been resolved. Could be an item for condemnation.  364 

Council member Wroblewski stated there has always been an option for the storm water to drain on 365 

their own property. 366 

Council member Ross recommended a work session to apply dates to the punch list items.  367 

Mayor Palmquist will set up a work session.  368 

 369 

2.  2020 Audit Report 370 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to accept the 2020 audit report and the audited financial 371 

statements and financial information for the fiscal year ending December 31, 2020.  Roll call:  372 

all aye, passed 5-0.   373 

 374 

3.  Meadow Ridge Pollinator Project 375 

Administrator Moorse reported that the Parks Committee has proposed a project at the City 376 

park/open space area at the northeast corner of Oakgreen Circle and Nybeck Avenue.  The plan is to 377 

use grant funding for initial installation expenses. 378 

Grant, Parks Committee, explained the project.  379 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the draft Meadow Ridge Pollinator project 380 

proposed by the Parks Committee.    381 

Council member Ross asked for a maintenance plan to be provided to public works.  382 

Council member Perkins stated that Grant and the committee has done good work on this project. 383 

Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.   384 
 385 

4.  Draft Ordinance Amendment regarding co-warehousing/commercial self-storage 386 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary:  The Council had requested a draft ordinance that 387 

differentiates the “co-warehousing” commercial self-storage use proposed by Rise from consumer 388 

self-storage. This draft ordinance amendment with a definition of a new use called “Cooperative 389 

Commercial Self Storage” that is intended to provide the differentiation from consumer self-storage.   390 

Mayor Palmquist clarified the process that council will be voting on draft language that will go to the 391 

planning commission for a public hearing. 392 

Mayor Palmquist stated he is not concerned about traffic given the location. Concerned about the 393 

aesthetic component and ability to differentiate between this and self-storage.  394 

Council member Ross stated he is concerned about the use and the look.   395 

Council member Perkins agreed with Ross.  396 

Attoney Knaak stated that the ordinance allows for warehousing, this is more like individual storage.  397 

Council member Nelson stated this is a high profile location in the city, he is not supportive. 398 

Mayor Palmquist stated he is open to looking at the idea.   399 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins  to send draft ordinance amendment to planning 400 

commission for review.   401 
Council member Ross stated he does not like this proposal and does not want to see the planning 402 

commission spend time on it.  403 

Council member Wroblewski stated she would like feedback from the pc.  404 

Roll call:  Nelson nay, Ross nay, Wroblewski aye, Perkins aye, Palmquist aye. Passed 3-2.  405 

 406 

5.  Tree Girdling/Cutting Violation  407 

Administrator Moorse reported that during an inspection of a drainage issue in the bluff area at the 408 

west end of 33rd Street in the Old Village, it was discovered that a large number of large trees on the 409 

bluff south of Pennington Avenue between 33rd Street and 32nd Street had been cut around their 410 

circumference in an attempt to kill them over time.  This has created a dangerous situation as these 411 
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large trees become weak and could fall in a storm.  This would also result in damage to the wooded 412 

canopy of the bluff and screening of the homes from the river.  Sheriff’s office is investigating.  413 

Council member Ross suggested offering a reward for information on who did this.  414 

Council member Wroblewski suggested putting the information in the newsletter.  415 

Council member Perkins asked how we will be able to prove it. What are our guidelines for offering 416 

a reward. 417 

Council member Nelson stated that this occurred a year or more ago. Most residents would report 418 

without a reward.   419 

Mayor Palmquist stated the trees on two properties and on city property. Would like to revisit in a 420 

month and let the deputies have time to gather information. A letter was sent June 14 2019 regarding 421 

tree removal in this area.  422 

 423 

6.  Replacement of Public Works Power Tools  424 

Administrator Moorse The City has a number of gas-operated power tools, such as trimmers and chain 425 

saws.  Council member Ross had applied for a grant to replace these power tools with battery-operated 426 

tools, but recently was informed that the application was not successful.  Council member Ross 427 

believes it is important to move forward to replace the gas-powered tools, and has obtained pricing for 428 

the replacements.  The low price quote from Grubers Power Equipment is attached.  The total cost of 429 

the replacements is $4,709.  The City’s Auditor has confirmed that the federal Covid 19 funding can 430 

be used for this purpose.   431 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the replacement of the City’s gas-powered power 432 

tools with battery-operated tools at a cost not to exceed $4,709.   433 
Council member Nelson stated he would like to discuss Covid funding at a workshop.  434 

Mayor Palmquist agreed to add the topic to a work session.  435 

Ken Johnson, Public Works, stated the equipment would be easier to handle and cleaner.  436 

Council member Wroblewski asked about the power and how long the tools hold charge.  437 

Council member Perkins stated she has electric tools and they work well for her. Asked if all need to 438 

be replaced at the same time. Also would like to be strategic about the money.  439 

Council member Ross stated the tools are powerful and hold charge well, outperform in most cases.  440 

Council member Nelson stated he would like to trade in old equipment.  441 

Council member Ross stated that the dealers do not want it. 442 

Mayor Palmquist recommended keeping the old equipment on hand. 443 

Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  444 

 445 

7.  Resolution to abate a nuisance at 12861 2nd St 446 

Administrator Moorse reported there has been ongoing illegal exterior storage at 12861 2nd Street.  447 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to adopt Resolution 2021-45 to abate a nuisance at 12861 2nd 448 

Street.  449 

Council member Wroblewski asked about the process. 450 

Attorney Knaak replied that this will be served, after 20 days if there is no response it will be 451 

enforced.  452 

Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.   453 
 454 

8.  Request Washington County to install a permanent radar speed sign at Oakgreen & Co Rd 18 455 

Request is to place where the speed limit changes.  456 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to request Washington County install a permanent radar 457 

speed sign at Oakgreen Ave & Co. Rd. 18.  Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.  458 
 459 

9.  Noise Ordinance Amendment related to loud vehicles 460 

Council member Ross asked to form a working group to work on the ordinance. 461 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

June 15, 2021 

10 
 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to form a working group to draft language for the noise 462 

ordinance amendment relating to loud vehicles.  Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.  463 

 464 
10.  Prosecutor Agreement for Misdemeanor Failure to Appear process 465 

Attorney Knaak stated that the county has requested the city approve this agreement; it provides for 466 

consistency in enforcement. 467 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the Prosecutor Agreement for Misdemeanor Failure 468 

to Appear Process.      469 
Council member Wroblewski is opposed to this because it lowers the charge to a petty misdemeanor, 470 

which is not considered an arrestable crime, and also reduces the fine.  This would encourage chronic 471 

offenders to simply not show up for court, have the charge and the fine reduced, and then not pay 472 

even the reduced fine. 473 

Mayor Palmquist stated this is equivalent to a guilty plea if they don’t show up for the hearing.  474 

Attorney Knaak stated that the council can vote “no”; and he can get more direction from the county.  475 

Roll call:  all nay, failed 0-5.  476 

 477 

11.   Licensing of Tree Service contractors 478 

Council had discussed the idea of licensing tree service contractors to provide additional options for 479 

preventing and enforcing illegal tree removals.  Council member Nelson requested this topic be 480 

placed on the agenda for the Council’s further consideration.   481 

Attorney Knaak stated it can be a useful tool if something goes wrong.  482 

 483 

 12.  Replace fencing 484 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve re-installation of fencing around the old 201 system 485 

at a cost of $2800.  486 
Council member Ross stated area was previously fenced prior to downtown project, public works 487 

stores materials on.  488 

Council member Perkins asked about the type of fence. 489 

Council member Nelson stated that the tanks and drain field should be cleaned up.  490 

Palmquist friendly amendment to spend up to $3300.00. (accepted) 491 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  492 

 493 

13.  Blvd. Trees 494 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve spending no more than $300 for Tri County to water 495 

the Blvd. plants and trees.   496 
Mayor Palmquist stated it needs to be done as soon as possible, tomorrow would be best.  497 

Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.  498 

 499 

14.  Security Camera at city garage 500 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve not to exceed $700 to install security camera at city 501 

garage on Stagecoach. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  502 

 503 
15.  Zoom attendance for meetings 504 

Mayor Palmquist asked attorney Knaak to research what can be done. The planning commission 505 

members have asked for flexibility to be able to meet via Zoom. 506 

Council member Perkins stated that this would allow for greater inclusion for members. 507 

 508 
16. Stop sign  509 

Council member Wroblewski would like to have a stop sign on 60th st. Maybe Denmark Twsp.  510 

 511 

D. Committee Reports –   512 
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1.  Public Works –  no report 513 

2.  Personnel – no report  514 

3.  Parks – no report   515 

4.  Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  516 

5.  Natural Resources and Groundwater –   no report 517 

6.  Police Services Liaisons –  no report   518 

 519 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 520 

A.  Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – Would like to review trapping ordinance in the old village. Also 521 

consider varying lights in the evening. A resident questioned use of e-bikes on sidewalks.  522 

B.  Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –  Would like to hold Carlson responsible for the list of items that 523 

need to be done.   524 

C.  Ward 3 Council Member Ross –   Will be applying for a grant for the Museum to resolve a structural 525 

issue.    526 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –   no report 527 

E.  Mayor Palmquist –   Woodchips were placed in playground.  528 

F.   City Attorney Knaak – several court items are progressing    529 

G.  City Administrator Moorse – no report  530 

 531 

11.  ADJOURN 532 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 533 

  534 

Meeting adjourned at 11:05 PM 535 

 536 

 537 

Respectfully submitted by: 538 

 539 

    JY  540 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 541 

 542 
 543 

 544 

Approved by Council July 20, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      _X_____ 545 

 546 

 547 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 548 


