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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Special Meeting Minutes
June 27, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:00 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:04 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and

Annie Perkins. (Lucia Wroblewski participated remotely) A Quorum was present. City Administrator Ron
Moorse was also present.

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson. To approve the agenda for the June 27, 2022 City Council Special
Meeting. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Selection of Legal Firm(s) to Provide Civil Legal Services and Prosecution Services
The Council discussed the legal firms interviewed for both civil legal services and
prosecution services.

Motion/Second: Perkins/\Wroblewski. To appoint the firm of Kelly & Lemmons to provide prosecution
services, and to authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign a contract with Kelly & Lemmons
based on their submitted proposal and the prosecution services outlined in the RFP. Roll Call, All Ayes,
passed 5-0-0.

Motion/Second: Nelson/Ross. To appoint Tom Radio of the firm of Felhaber Larson as the City
Attorney to provide civil legal services and to authorize the Mayor and City Administrator to sign a
contract with Felhaber Larson based on their submitted proposal and the revised fixed monthly fee
proposal, and the civil legal services outlined in the RFP. Roll Call, 4 ayes and 1 nay, passed 4-1-0.

B. Lower St. Croix Valley Fire Department 2023 Budget, and Amended Joint Powers Agreement and
Bylaws
Richard Bend, who, along with Council member Nelson, represents Afton on the Lower St. Croix Fire
District Board, presented information regarding amended bylaws and an amended Joint Powers
Agreement for the Fire District, both of which he played a key role in drafting. He also provided an
overview of the 2023 Fire District Budget. The Council agreed that each of these should be placed on
the July 19, 2022 Council meeting agenda for approval. The Council also agreed that a work session
should be scheduled periodically with Afton’s Fire District representatives to keep updated on significant
issues, such as firefighter recruitment and staffing and related costs.

C. Afton Creek Preserve Update

Moorse provided an update regarding the status of items at Afton Creek Preserve that were incomplete in
the fall of 2021, and indicated a tour of the Afton Creek Preserve property by Minnesota Land Trust staff
and City of Afton representatives is scheduled for July 11. Moorse reported that the acquisition of the
easement for the drain tile that was installed under 60" Street to provide supplemental drainage for Pond
7 has not been completed. The developer has indicated their attorney has been working continuously
with the property owner’s attorney to resolve the acquisition of the easement, but a resolution has not
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51 been reached. Moorse indicated the developer’s attorney is going to provide a more detailed update,

52 which will be provided to the Council as soon as it is received.

53

54 The Council agreed that the process of resolving the easement acquisition has been continuing for far too
55 long and it is imperative that the easement issue be resolved as soon as possible.

56 Motion/Second: Palmquist/Nelson to direct the City Administrator to provide a letter to the developer
57 that requires that within 30 days, either the easement acquisition process must be completed or the
58 developer must provide an engineered plan to enable Pond 7 to function properly without the use of the
59 drain tile; and to direct the City Administrator to determine a plan of action to be implemented should
60 the developer fail to comply with the requirements of the letter. Roll Call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.
61 (Wroblewski was not present at this time due to technical problems with the remote meeting
62 connection.)

63 5. ADJOURN

64 Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson. To adjourn at 5:35 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.

65

66

67  Respectfully submitted by:

68

69

70  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

71

72

73 Approved by Council on July 19, 2022 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

74

75

76 Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




