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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
June 21, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.
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6.

8.

NOTE: Agenda items 1-6 were not captured on the meeting video

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Bill Palmquist
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.
ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho (via
Zoom)
APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second To approve the agenda for the June 21, 2022 Regular City Council meeting with
changes noted above.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the May 17, 2022 Regular City Council meeting
B. Minutes of the May 23, 2022 City Council Work Session
Motion/Second To approve the minutes of the May 17, 2022 Regular City Council meeting and the
May 23, 2022 City Council Work Session.
PUBLIC INPUT -
Public comments were not captured on the meeting video
. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Report in packet
B. City Accountants Budget Report
Accountant will be present next month
C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson reported the bylaws will be presented at a work session.
CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — May - Resolution 2022-30

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-30. Roll
Call: all aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
1. Chad Fredkove application for a Type D Short Term Rental License at 13288 10™ St S — Resolution
2022-31
Chair Kopitzke stated that all of the requirements have been met and the planning commission
recommended approval.
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58 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve Resolution 2022-31, the Chad Fredkove Type D Short
59 Term Rental License at 13288 10™ St S. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.
60
61 2. Thomas & Joalyce O’Connor Variance application for a new house on River Road
62 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross item will be tabled until the July 19 council meeting. All aye,
63 passed 5-0.
64
65 3. William Kaye application for a Conditional Use Permit for an amendment to the Kaye Hill Farm
66 PAUD subdivision at 1754 Neal Ave — Resolution 2022-33
67 Chair Kopitzke stated that the planning commission felt there were other ways to do this, even though it
68 is supportive of preserving ag. The planning commission did not recommend approval.
69 Council member Nelson stated the easement is held by both the city and Belwin, Belwin does not know
70 about this proposal. One reason for the co-holders on the easement was to make it difficult to undo.
71 Shared driveway is also a problem. Should be settled in a private manner.
72 Council member Wroblewski stated that Belwin needs to know and give permission. Need to stick with
73 ordinances and process. Would like to send back to planning commission for further review.
74 Cody Kaye stated that the neighbor will allow a driveway access so there will not be a shared driveway.
75 Council member Perkins this is opportunity to do something creative to preserve a viable vineyard
76 Council member Ross stated we should not change what the original landowner agreed to. Sets
77 precedent for other agreements. Also a precedent for other land locked lots. This is a private issue and
78 the city does not need to be involved.
79 Council member Nelson stated this could invite more issues in future if other small lots are created.
80 Mayor Palmquist stated there is a condition that the land be maintained. This does preserve ag use in a
81 PAUD. Land will not have development rights.
82 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve with condition #3 removed due to driveway
83 easement, add “conditional to Belwins approval”.
84 Council member Wroblewski stated once a CUP is approved the city cannot add additional conditions.
85 Would like to wait until Belwin board approves. Would like to send it back to planning commission.
86 Motion withdrawn
87
88 Motion/Second Perkins/ Palmquist to send back to planning commission with new information.
89 60 day rule will be extended. 4 aye, 1 nay, Passed 4-1.
90
91 4. Julia Kaemmer & Oliver Vrambout application for a Conditional Use Permit for a Nature Center with
92 hiking and mountain biking trail system at 2167 Oakgreen Ave — Resolution 2022-34
93 Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the comments from the public hearing which were concerns on
94 impact to neighbors and traffic. Planning commission recommended conditions to minimize impact to
95 neighbors and the environment. Vote was 5-3 recommending approval.
96 Administrator Moorse stated the applicant has provided more detailed operational information.
97 Representative for applicants was present and provided information addressing several of the concerns
98 that were raised at the public hearing.
99 Council member Ross clarified the parking, access, and the buckthorn removal. He questioned access
100 for EMTs in the event of injury on the trails.
101 Council member Nelson asked about cutting that has already been done.
102 Administrator Moorse replied when the fence was installed vegetation was cut to provide room for
103 fencing.
104 Council member Nelson asked about garbage service. (provided by porta potty area) Site adds traffic to
105 residential area. Also concern about the creek.
106 Council member Perkins stated the creek is concern for all. Valley Branch watershed has been very
107 involved. Feels due diligence has been done on this. This allows a connection to nature.
108 Council member Wroblewski stated the neighbors have valid concerns, some of which have been
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109 answered after touring the site and getting more information. Traffic on Oakgreen is a real concern as
110 the road is narrow. Would like to have a traffic study or more information. In 2016 a similar proposal
111 came to the planning commission and never proceeded. Would have preferred to see an open house for
112 the neighbors so that they could be informed. Process should have had more outreach. Would like the
113 planning commission to define park vs nature center. Definition needs to be done before the CUP. Also
114 finish grading and drainage plans should be complete prior to the CUP. Some of the trails were built
115 before a grading permit was obtained.

116 Motion/second Wroblewski /Nelson to send back to planning commission for definitions of “park”
117 and “nature center” prior to acting on the resolution.

118 Council member Ross stated the road width is narrow at 17° vs 22-24 for typical local roads. Road has
119 been patched the last two years.

120 Motion vote: 2 aye, 3 nay (Perkins, Palmquist, Ross) Motion fails.

121

122 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2022-34 with conditions listed, with

123 following changes: remove conditions #17 and #18, add condition to “install traffic signs as

124 neighbors wish regarding parking and hazardous approach”.

125 Mayor Palmquist stated his erosion concerns have been alleviated after walking the site. Friendly

126 amendment to add the following: Add condition: to ease into use with limits of two time slots of 20
127 users per day, or 40 total users per day the first year. Increase after notification to the city, review
128 annually. Remove condition #4 as not needed. Condition #8 remove and replace with “develop
129 weather policy regarding trail use after weather events to be reviewed by city admin”. Condition
130 #10 add “staffing and gate operation and design shall be reviewed by city”. Condition #12 add
131 “screened from roadway and neighboring properties”. Add “CUP shall be reviewed annually”
132 Add conditions: no commercial use, no access to Valley Creek, no on-street parking, trail marking
133 for emergency responders, parcels must be combined, any additional structures require an

134 amended CUP. All users adhere to code of conduct of the Mt bike association. (Friendly

135 amendment accepted.)

136 Council member Ross would like to reserve right to place parking signs if needed. Would like to have
137 cameral recording. City is aware of road issues in this location.

138 Council member Wroblewski stated condition 5 is concerning as she does not want to encourage

139 amending a CUP. Not encouraging events.

140 Administrator Moorse stated if there is a significant change in use that triggers CUP amendment.

141 Mayor Palmquist “any additional uses require amended CUP”

142 Knaak related uses can be incorporated over time, if you wish to avoid this language would cover.

143 Council member Wroblewski “additional uses not allowed”

144 Mayor Palmquist strike condition 5 language.

145 Council member Wroblewski definition of nature center vs park. Is bridge a condition, need assurance
146 trail does not go to property line.

147 Mayor Palmquist add condition “all permits obtained and approved by city engineer and

148 watershed”.

149 Roll call: 3 aye, 2 nay (Wroblewski, Nelson) Passed.

150

151 5. Julie Kaemmer & Oliver Vrambout application for an ordinance amendment to add the Park use to
152 the list of allowed uses, and to add a definition of “park” — Ordinance 02-2022

153 Administrator Moorse state we currently do not have a definition for “park” .

154 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt ordinance amendment to add the Park use to the list
155 of allowed uses, and to add a definition of “park”.

156 Council member Nelson asked what Belwin would be considered. (nature center)

157 Council member Wroblewski suggested sending to planning commission to look at nature center

158 definition.
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159 Mayor Palmquist Amend motion to approve definition of park language, remove “private park” ,
160 send to planning commission for definition of “nature center” .

161 Roll call: all aye passed 5-0.

162

163 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

164 1. Speed limit changes on Croixview Ave and Division Street — Resolution 2022-35

165 Jeff Pearson, City engineer stated that city can review speed limits. Proposed limit on Division is 45
166 and Croixview at 25.

167 Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to adopt Resolution 2022-35 establishing speed limits on Division
168 Street and Croixview Ave S. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0

169

170 2. 2022 Street crackfill project

171 Jeff Pearson reported that bids were obtained for the crackfill project.

172 Motion/second Palmquist/Ross to accept bid from Farner Asphalt LLC for the 2022 crackfill
173 project. All aye, Passed 5-0.

174

175 3. Project Updates

176 Culvert project near completion.

177

178 4. WSB 2022 rate schedule

179 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the 2022 WSB rate schedule. All aye, passed 5-0.
180

181

182 C. Administration —

183 1. Valley Creek Trail bridge replacement — guardrails

184 Administrator Moorse stated the culverts have been put in. Recommendation is to install guardrails.
185 Motion/second Ross/Palmquist to install guardrails on Valley Creek Trail bridge. All aye,

186 passed 5-0.

187

188 2. Town Square Park building maintenance/repairs

189 Administrator Moorse stated the gazebo exterior needs repairs and repainting, and interior work.
190 Motion/second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve repairs to the gazebo at cost not to exceed
191 $4800. All aye passed 5-0.

192

193 Picnic shelter needs ceiling patching and work in several areas.

194 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins approve improvements to picnic shelter at cost not to
195 exceed $2600. 4 aye, 1 nay (ross) passed 4-1.

196

197 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve construction of a wooden enclosure for the
198 refrigerator at cost not to exceed $500. 4 aye, 1 nay (Ross) passed 4-1.

199

200 3. Mt Hope Cemetery headstone restoration project

201 Council member Ross stated the Afton Historical Museum has received a donation for headstone
202 restoration at Mount Hope Cemetery. The Museum has selected Northern Bedrock Historic

203 Preservation Corps to complete the work.

204

205 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to allow overnight camping at Mount Hope Cemetery for
206 the Northern Bedrock Historic Preservation Corps from July 12 through July 20. Passed 4-0-
207 1 (Ross abstain)

208

209 4. Contract with MSA for planning services
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Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the MSA Master Service Agreement and Task
Order 1 — 2022 Planning Services. All aye, Passed 5-0.

Broadband grant application update
Administrator Moorse stated the application is in process.

Schedule special council meeting
A meeting will be held 6/27 at 4:00 pm.

7. Juneteenth holiday

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to add Juneteenth to list of City Holidays. Passed 5-0.

D. Committee Reports —

1.

2.
3.

ok

o

Public Works — Council member Ross reported that two meetings have been held, discussion was
held on putting fencing at the city garage on Stagecoach. Downtown light system is in.

Personnel — no report

Parks — Council member Perkins reported that the Meadow Ridge park burn went well. Working on
bike trail map. Pickle ball courts have been discussed.

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — Council member Ross reported that well water testing will
occur in July.

Ag Preservation Committee — mapping is underway.

Police Services Liaisons — Council member Wroblewski stated the issue with illegal dumping is
similar to an issue with a problem property.

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — resident in favor or pickleball courts, concern about project on River
Rd that is unfinished, would like crosswalk status (staff is working with county)

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — July 4" parade starts at 1:00

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — ask deputy to patrol Croixview & Division

Mayor Palmquist — ask Ken to put speed limit signs up on Oakgreen

City Attorney Knaak — court appearances scheduled for problem property incident

City Administrator Moorse — no report

A
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11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to adjourn. All aye passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 10:30pm

Respectfully submitted by:

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council July 19, 2022 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




