
 

                                                  
CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION 

AGENDA 

 
Thursday, June 20, 2024 

4:30 PM  

 
AGENDA 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. ROLL CALL  

3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  June, 20 2024 Council Work Session 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 

A. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Review 

B. Revised Definition and Performance Standards for Farm Wineries 

C. Request from family members who have inherited family farm land on 22nd Street and Neal 

Avenue to subdivide the land at a density of 5 lots per qtr-qtr section vs the allowed 3 lots per 

qtr-qtr section. 

D. Renewal of contract with Financial Advisor/Bond Consultant  (Baker Tilly, formerly 

Springsted) 

E. Dog and Cat Licensing 

 

5. ADJOURN  



 

Meeting Date June 18, 2024 

Council Memo 
 

To:  Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members  

 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

 

Date:  June 13, 2024 

 

Re: Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Review 

 

The Council has expressed a number of concerns regarding short term home rentals and the short term home 

rental ordinance.  The short term home rental ordinance is attached for the Council’s reference.  This is an 

opportunity for the Council to discuss short term home rentals in general, as well as specific areas of concern 

regarding short term home rentals and the short term home rental ordinance.  The Council may want to 

review and discuss the three types of short term home rentals, including whether there are similar concerns 

regarding each type of rental. 

 

A key concern is the licensing of short term home rentals where absentee property owners purchase a home 

only for the purpose of short term rentals, which is the Type C rental.   The concerns regarding short term 

rentals include the noise and traffic impacts on those living near the rental property.  While these impacts 

may be more likely to occur in relation to absentee property owners, they also can occur in other homes that 

are owner-occupied and only used periodically for short term rentals.   

 

It has been suggested that the Type C license should be eliminated to avoid short term home rentals by 

absentee owners.  An exception to this may be warranted in the VHS-C zone, particularly where short term 

rentals occur in a dwelling unit located in a commercial building.   

 

The City has experienced substantial difficulties in addressing and resolving violations of the short term 

home rental ordinance.  Both our civil attorney and prosecution attorney have advised that, while violations 

can be successfully addressed it can require substantial time, effort and cost.  The Council may want to 

consider a substantial increase in the short term home rental license fee to reflect the cost of addressing 

violations.   

 

Staff is requesting feedback from the Council regarding potential revisions to the Short Term Home Rental 

Ordinance to address concerns regarding the impacts of short term home rentals.  

 

 
 .          
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Meeting Date June 20, 2024 

Council Memo 
 

To:  Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members  

 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

 

Date:  June 14, 2024 

 

Re: Revisions to Farm Winery Definition and Performance Standards  

______________________________________________________________________________________ 

The Council, has discussed a proposal from Cody Kaye regarding allowing wine tastings and on-sale (retail) 

wine sales as part of a farm winery license. During the discussion questions were asked by the Council 

regarding the Farm Winery statute, including how the statute relates to Cody Kaye’s proposal, the City’s 

Farm Winery ordinance and the Farm Winery ordinances of other cities.  The Council requested staff to 

obtain the Farm Winery Statute and Farm Winery ordinances from other cities.   

 

Farm Winery Ordinances in other Cities 

While the cities surveyed by staff allow Farm Wineries, they do not have Farm Winery ordinances. They 

allow farm wineries to operate according to the Farm Winery License Statute. 

 

Farm Winery License Statute   
The following is the language from the Farm Winery License statute that lists the activities allowed with a state Farm 

Winery License 
 
A license authorizes the sale, on the farm winery premises, of table, sparkling, or fortified wines produced by that farm 

winery at on-sale or off-sale, in retail, or wholesale lots in total quantities not in excess of 75,000 gallons in a calendar 

year, glassware, wine literature and accessories, cheese and cheese spreads, other wine-related food items, and the 

dispensing of free samples of the wines offered for sale. Sales at on-sale and off-sale may be made on Sundays between 

10:00 a.m. and 12:00 midnight. Labels for each type or brand produced must be registered with the commissioner, 

without fee prior to sale. A farm winery may provide samples of distilled spirits manufactured pursuant to subdivision 

7, on the farm winery premises, but may sell the distilled spirits only through a licensed wholesaler. Samples of 

distilled spirits may not exceed 15 milliliters per variety. .     

 

Afton’s Farm Winery License  

Afton’s Farm Winery License ordinance is more restrictive than the state Farm Winery License.  The 

ordinance allows the production of wine, and wholesale sales, but it does not allow on-sale or retail sales or 

wine tastings.  A Farm Winery is allowed only in the Ag zone and requires a Conditional Use Permit. 

The Farm Winery ordinance does not allow commercial event venue activities.  The Farm Winery License 

statute does not mention commercial event venue activities. 

 

Cody Kaye Proposal  

Cody Kaye’s proposal is to have wine tastings three days per week by appointment only, and to limit the 

number of customers per appointment to approximately 10-12.  He would also like to be able to sell wine by 

the bottle on an off-sale basis during the wine tastings.  These activities are allowed by the Farm Winery 
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License statute, but would require an amendment to Afton’s Farm Winery Ordinance.  They would also 

require a conditional use permit, which would enable conditions to be placed on the use to mitigate impacts. 

 

Revisions to Farm Winery Ordinance Language 

Council directed staff to draft revisions to the Farm Winery ordinance language that reasonably responded to 

Cody Kaye’s proposed farm winery activities and that would serve as reasonable standards for other farm 

wineries.  Attached is the revised ordinance language.  (The revised ordinance language does not reference 

the need for a conditional use permit, because the City Code already requires a conditional use permit for a 

farm winery.) 



Sec. 12-55.  DEFINITIONS: 

 “Farm Winery” means a winery operated by the owner of a Minnesota farm, or agricultural land, 

with a vineyard and producing table, sparkling, or fortified wines from grapes, grape juice, other 

fruit bases, or honey with a majority of the ingredients grown or produced in Minnesota.  

Wholesale sales are allowed with the proper licensing. A Farm Winery use can include limited 

wine tastings with off-sale retail sales of wine by the bottle with the proper licensing. The wine 

tastings shall be by appointment only, and appointments shall be limited to a maximum of 10 

people and a maximum of two hours.  Wine tastings shall be limited to Fridays, Saturdays and 

Sundays and shall not extend beyond 9:00 p.m.  A Farm Winery use does not include on-sale retail 

sales does not include retail sales, wine tastings or a commercial event venue. 

 



 

Meeting Date: June 20, 2024 

Council Memo 
 

To:  Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members  

 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

 

Date:  June 14, 2024 

     

Re: Request for Variance to Agricultural Zone Density Standards   

 

Dave Roufs, who is a representative of the family that owns two 30+acre lots in two qtr-qtr sections in the Ag zone, has 

requested an opportunity to meet with the Council to discuss a proposal to subdivide each of the two 30+ acre lots into 

three lots.  The two qtr-qtr sections are located at 22nd and Neal, and at 30th and Neal.  They were subdivided many years 

ago to create two small lots in each qtr-qtr section, leaving one large lot (30+ acres) in each qtr-qtr section.  Both of these 

qtr-qtr sections have been in the same family for many years. The family is now trying to sell the two 30+ acre lots, but are 

finding that there is little interest in the large lots. They are proposing that they be allowed to subdivide each of the two 

large lots into three lots, each of which would be well beyond the required 5-acre minimum lot size.  This would result in a 

density of 5 lots per qtr-qtr section.  Please see the attached proposed subdivision plans for the properties.    

 

Staff has advised that the maximum density standard of 3 lots per qtr-qtr section is not a standard that the City makes 

exceptions to.  Dave has pointed out several qtr-qtr sections in the Ag zone with a higher density than 3 lots.   He has 

requested an opportunity to discuss their proposal with the Council.   
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SW corner of 22nd St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820140001
Acres: 38.5 

Arial view of property



SW corner of 22nd St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820140001
Acres: 38.5 

Arial view of property showing proposed lot boundries and estimated size



SW corner of 22nd St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820140001
Acres: 38.5 

Topographic map of property



SW corner of 22nd St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820140001
Acres: 38.5 

Topographic map of property showing proposed lot boundries and estimated size



NW corner of 30th St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820440003
Acres: 35.3

Arial view of property



NW corner of 30th St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820440003
Acres: 35.3

Arial view of property showing proposed lot boundries and estimated size



NW corner of 30th St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820440003
Acres: 35.3

Topographic map of property



NW corner of 30th St S & Neal Ave S (CR 71)
Parcel ID: 1802820440003
Acres: 35.3

Topographic map of property showing proposed lot boundries and estimated size



 

Meeting Date June 20, 2024 

Council Memo 
 

To:  Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members  

 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

 

Date:  June 14, 2024 

     

Re: Renewal of Contract with Financial Advisor/Bond Consultant  

 

Baker Tilly (formerly Springsted) has been the City’s financial advisor/bond consultant since at least the late  

2000’s.  The current agreement with Baker Tilly for bond consultant services as well as arbitrage compliance  

and continuing disclosure services that are required during the life of a bond issue, is expiring and needs to be  

renewed.  Doug Green, who has been Afton’s Financial Advisor/Bond Consultant with both Springsted and  

Baker Tilly, will attend the work session to answer any questions regarding the agreement renewal and the  

services provided to, and available to, Afton.  

 

 

City of Afton 

3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

4D



 

Meeting Date June 20, 2024 

Council Memo 
 

To:  Mayor Palmquist and City Council Members  

 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

 

Date:  June 14, 2024 

     

Re: Dog and Cat Licensing  

 

Afton currently requires dog and cat licenses which are renewed on a bi-annual basis, along with certification of  

rabies shots.  This involves purchasing a new supply of license tags, selling the tags to the animal owners and  

obtaining the evidence of the rabies vaccination, and keeping a record of the licenses. The City’s Animal  

Control Officer has indicated that a number of area cities, including Hugo, Forest Lake and Oakdale, 

 have eliminated animal licensing requirements for the following reasons: 

 Licensing was originally required to control rabies.  Since that time, the incidence of rabies has been 

reduced very substantially.   

 Those animal owners who are responsible enough to obtain licenses are also the ones who are 

responsible enough to obtain rabies vaccinations for their animals whether licensing is required or not. 

 Those who choose not to get licenses are also the ones less likely to get rabies vaccinations for their 

animals. 

 Only a minor percentage of animal owners obtain licenses. 

 In only a minor percentage of cases of a lost dog or cat does the animal have a current license tag. 

 Eliminating animal licensing reduces the workload of city office staff 

 

This information has raised the question of whether Afton should continue to require and provide animal 

licensing.  Staff would like to obtain feedback from the Council regarding this question.  

City of Afton 

3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

4E


	Agenda
	4A
	4B
	4C
	4D
	4E



