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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
June 20, 2024

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Tom
Radio

Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the June 20, 2024 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Revised Definition and Performance Standards for Farm Wineries

The Council discussed potential additional activities to be allowed as part of a farm winery use in the

Ag zone, and standards to limit the impact of the activities, and directed staff to draft an ordinance

amendment to reflect the direction from the Council. The additional activities included wine tastings

by appointment with limited numbers of customers and the off-sale sale of wine by the bottle to
those at the wine tastings. The Council provided feedback regarding additional standards for a farm
winery and for these additional activities, such as a limit on the size of the farm winery building and
the size of the parking lot, no food sales and no sales other than wine, a restroom with a compliant
septic system, the need for a proper and valid state farm winery license, a limit on the number of
gallons of wine that can be produced, the wine must be produced using grapes grown on the site, and
the farm winery use is to be allowed only in the Ag zone.

B. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Review

The Council discussed concerns regarding the current short term rental ordinance including the

difficulty of resolving ordinance violations. The Council agreed that the Type “C” rental, which

involves an absentee landlord, should not be allowed, except in the VHS-C district. The Council
agreed that the Type”B” rental should also be reviewed because it allows rentals when the property
owner is absent from the property.

C. Request from family members who have inherited family farm land on 22nd Street and Neal
Avenue to subdivide the land at a density of 5 lots per gtr-gtr section vs the allowed 3 lots per
gtr-gtr section.

The Council discussed a proposal from a member of a family that has owned a large farm but wants

to subdivide the property at a density of 5 units per quarter-quarter section vs the allowed density of

3 lots per quarter-quarter section. The Council agreed that they would not allow a density greater

than 3 lots per quarter-quarter section.

D. Renewal of contract with Financial Advisor/Bond Consultant (Baker Tilly, formerly Springsted)
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48 Doug Green, of Baker Tilly the City’s financial advisor and bond consultant explained the services
49 provided by Baker Tilly and that the current service agreement needs to be renewed. The Council
50 agreed that the service agreement should be brought to the July 16, 2024 Council meeting for

51 approval.

52 E. Dog and Cat Licensing

53 City Administrator Moorse reported that the City’s Animal Control Officer has explained that the
54 benefits of animal licensing are minimal, and that a number of cities no longer require animal

55 licensing. The Council discussed the pros and cons of animal licensing and agreed that an ordinance
56 eliminating the licensing requirement should be brought to the next Council meeting.

57

58

59 5. ADJOURN

60 Motion/Second: Palmquist/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:00 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.
61

62

63  Respectfully submitted by:

64

65

66  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

67

68

69  Approved by Council on July 16, 2024 (check one): Presented: Amended:

70

71 Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




