
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  June 20, 2023  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins  16 

& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.   17 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney 18 

Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse  19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Remove item 9c7 22 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the June 20, 2023 Regular City Council 23 

meeting.  Passed 5-0.  24 

 25 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   26 

A. Minutes of the May 16, 2023 City Council Meeting-  27 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the minutes of the May 16, 2023 Council meeting. Passed 5-28 

0.  29 

 30 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  31 

  Robert Demaster, 15252 Afton Hills Dr, stated he would like to see a recreational pond north of Afton by 32 

the new Belwin trails. There used to be a pond there and Belwin owns the property.   33 

 34 

Kurt Scofield Afton Blvd S, had questions about the tax forfeit parcel north of Afton Blvd (item 9c6). He 35 

would like to know when and if the city is maintaining that road, and also can buckthorn be cleared from 36 

there.  37 

 38 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 39 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report – written report in packet 40 

 41 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report – written report in packet 42 

 43 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  44 

Council member Nelson reported there was discussion about closures on 94.  45 
 46 

D. Michael Huntley, Youth Services Bureau (taken out of order) 47 

Michael provided an overview of the bureau which is a non profit, since 1977. Focuses on prevention 48 

services to youth and families.   49 
 50 

E. Matt Moore, SWWD 51 

No report  52 

 53 

F. Sara Oberloh, City Auditor, 2022 City Audit Report 54 

Sarah provided a summary of the 2022 audit. 55 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt audited financial statements for 2022. Passed 5-0.  56 

 57 

 58 
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 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 59 

A. Just and Correct Claims  60 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – May - Resolution 2023-27 61 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-27. Roll 62 

call: All aye, passed 5-0. 63 

 64 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 65 

A. Planning Commission Report   66 

1.  Draft Exterior Storage Ordinance Amendment   67 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commissions discussion which centered around 68 

definitions, time frame, and exceptions. The commission was against the ordinance if the issue was just 69 

cosmetic.  70 

Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to have work session to discuss the amendment language. 71 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to move the draft Exterior Storage Amendment to a work session 72 

for further discussion. Passed 5-0.  73 

 74 

2.  Draft Shoreland Ordinance Amendment Regarding Tree Protection and Replacement  75 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commission discussion which felt that the fines 76 

should be higher, replacement requirements and maintenance should be specified.   77 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to allow the City Attorney to do additional research regarding the 78 

language in the draft Shoreland Ordinance amendment.  Passed 5-0. 79 
 80 

3.  Draft Solar Energy Systems Ordinance Amendment  81 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission was supportive of the ordinance amendment and 82 

did not have any additional feedback.  83 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to refer the Solar Energy Systems Ordinance amendment to the 84 

Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation. Passed 5-0. 85 
 86 

4.  Groundwater Protection 87 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission was reviewing ordinances from Stillwater and 88 

Woodbury.   89 

 90 

B.   Engineering Report –  91 

1. Payment of Retainage and Closeout of 2022 Street Crackfill Project 92 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to close and payout retainage for the 2022 crackfill project. 93 

Passed 5-0. 94 
 95 

2. 2023 Street Crackfill Project 96 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, stated that WSB obtained quotes for 2.3 miles of streets for the 2023 97 

crackfill project.   98 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve the bid from Gopher State Seal Coat Inc for the 2023 99 

crackfill project in the amount of $13,206.52. Passed 5-0.   100 
 101 

3. Project Updates  102 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported that they are working on a final punch list at Afton Creek 103 

Preserve.  104 

 105 

C.   Administration – 106 

1. James Gehrke Variance Application at 3561 St. Croix Trail  107 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson To continue item to July. Passed 5-0.  108 

  109 
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2.  Afton Historical Museum Revised Contract for the Restoration and Maintenance of Mount Hope 110 

Cemetery 111 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the contract which covers when the Afton Historical 112 

Society hires contractors to perform services at the Mount Hope Cemetery.   113 

Council member Wroblewski suggested that the city mow and contract out for buckthorn removal, 114 

separate the land management on city property.   115 

Council member Perkins stated that the language refers only to the cemetery. Would like to know 116 

overall goals.  117 

Nelson appreciates all the work that is done, would like to know specifically what will be done this year.  118 

Council member Ross stated that Mt Hope is a sensitive location that needs special care and buckthorn 119 

removal. The goal is to continue with buckthorn for next 3 years and eliminate trees except for 120 

hardwoods. $4500 is needed to stay withing existing budget and make progress.  121 

Council member Wroblewski had suggestions for herbicide use.  122 

Mayor Palmquist stated the $4500 is for this year; approve on yearly basis, have a plan next spring for 123 

next years work.  124 

Motion/Second Palmquist/ Perkins to approve annual appropriation of $4500 to reflect the value 125 

of the services provided by the Afton Historical Society through its staff, volunteers and grant-126 

funded projects. Passed 4-0-1 (Ross abstain) 127 
 128 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to authorize $4500 reimbursable expenses for maintenance and 129 

restoration of Mt. Hope Cemetery, provided that a work plan is developed this fall to include all 130 

options for invasive species removal and a meeting is held onsite for planning this year’s work. 131 

Passed 4-0-1 (Ross abstain) 132 
 133 
 134 

3.   2022 City Audit Report 135 

Item discussed earlier 136 
 137 

4. Selection of Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator  138 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the proposals that were received for operation of the 139 

wastewater treatment facility.  140 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross To select Septic Check as the operator for the wastewater treatment 141 

facility and to provide monthly inspection and routine maintenance of the three sanitary sewer lift 142 

stations and the two emergency generators, based on the attached proposal, for which the first 143 

year cost would be $31,200. Passed 5-0.  144 

 145 

5.   Replacement of Vegetative Screening at Steamboat Park Parking Lot 146 

Administrator Moorse stated that staff has been working with several landscape contractors, including 147 

Jill Livingston of Horticulture, regarding a plan to replace the arborvitae which screen the sewer lift 148 

station cabinets along Steamboat Park lot.  149 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve the replacement of the row of arborvitae along the 150 

south side of the Steamboat Park parking lot with a row of Arrowwood Viburnum from 151 

Horticulture at a cost not to exceed $1,500.  Passed 5-0.   152 
 153 

6.   Maintenance of Access Drive on Tax Forfeit Parcel North of Afton Boulevard  154 

(Taken out of order) 155 

Administrator Moorse provided information on the parcel which Washington County has approved the 156 

sale of (PID# 22.028.20.21.0010), with the exception of the portion of the parcel needed as County 157 

right-of-way for Afton Boulevard, to the City of Afton for an authorized public purpose at no cost plus 158 

the extra cost of the recording fee and the Conditional Use Deed fee.  The property contains an access 159 

drive that provides access to several properties. The access drive is in need of relatively minor 160 
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maintenance involving adding aggregate and grading.  The cost is estimated at $2,500.  Over the years, 161 

the access drive has been maintained by the property owner at the north end of the parcel.   The property 162 

owners are requesting that the City take on the responsibility for the maintenance of the access drive. 163 

Tom Radio, City Attorney stated the city has no obligation to maintain the drive since it was acquired 164 

through tax forfeiture.   165 

Council member Nelson asked if an agreement be made with the adjacent owners regarding 166 

maintenance. A shared driveway agreement seems to apply.  167 

Radio recommended selling the parcel to the affected property owners as it is not needed for public 168 

purpose and there is no reason to hold long term.   169 

Mayor Palmquist stated that the city obtained the parcel to be sure access was maintained. 170 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to authorize staff to work with adjacent property owners and 171 

discuss item again next month.  Passed 5-0.  172 
 173 

7.   Washington Conservation District Enhanced Street Sweeping Grant Agreement 174 

Item completed last month 175 
 176 

8.   Schedule Council Work Sessions 177 

Work sessions will be scheduled.  178 

 179 

D. Committee Reports –   180 

1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported there is a new contractor for the wastewater treat-181 

ment site. 182 

2. Personnel – No report 183 

3. Parks –  Council member Perkins stated WSB has a planner developing a site plan for Town Square 184 

Park.   185 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  186 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – Mayor Palmquist stated the committee has been busy with 187 

water testing.  188 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report  189 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   Council member Ross stated they are working on speed detail.  190 

 191 

 192 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 193 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report 194 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – signs at Neal and 40th are making a difference  195 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 196 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 197 

E. Mayor Palmquist – attended ribbon cutting event at Oxbow trails. 198 

F. City Attorney Radio –   199 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 200 

 201 

 202 

11.  ADJOURN 203 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to adjourn.  All aye, Passed 4-0.   204 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:30 pm. 205 

 206 

 207 

 208 

 209 

 210 

Respectfully submitted by: 211 
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 212 

    JY  213 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 214 

 215 

 216 

 217 

Approved by Council July 18, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 218 

 219 

 220 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 221 


