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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Special Meeting Minutes
June 6, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:00 P.M.

1.

2.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:08 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie Perkins. A

Quorum was present. (Council member Lucia Wroblewski arrived at 4:20 p.m.) City Administrator Ron Moorse
and City Attorney Tom Radio were also present.

3.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second: Palmquist/Ross. To approve the agenda for the June 6, 2022 City Council Special
Meeting. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Closed Session Regarding Pending Litigation
Motion/Second: Palmquist/Ross. To move into closed session at 4:09 p.m. to discuss
pending litigation with the City Attorney. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.
Motion/Second: Palmquist/Ross. To come out of closed session at 4:32 p.m. Roll Call,
All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.
Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson. To approve a settlement with WSB for a contribution
of $175,000 toward additional expenses incurred by the City related to easement
acquisitions for the downtown improvement project
B. Discussion Regarding Legal Firms Interviewed for Civil Legal Services and
Prosecution Services
The Council discussed the legal firms interviewed and directed that a Special Council
Meeting be scheduled to select the legal firm(s) to provide civil legal services and
prosecution services.
C. Additional Information Related to the Request to Allow Two Residential Units Per
Commercial Building in the VHS-C District
Moorse provided information regarding the impacts of allowing two residential units per
commercial building.
«  The potential number of additional dwelling units that could be allowed by the change
would be 30 units
«  Based on the current number of sewer units and the current volume, as well as the
estimated volume with all currently allowed units connected to the system, the
wastewater treatment system would have sufficient capacity to accommodate the
additional 30 units.
«  The proposed change would require a minor revision of the short term rental ordinance
rules.
The Council directed staff to draft proposed language for a Comprehensive Plan amendment
reflecting two residential units per commercial building
D. Review Land Spreading of Septage on Farm Fields
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Moorse explained that an article regarding the impacts of land spreading of sewage sludge on

farmland in Michigan, particularly PFAS contamination, has raised a number of questions and

concerns about the current permitting of the land spreading of residential septage on farm fields in

Washington County including in Afton. Moorse summarized information obtained from the Director

of the Washington County Department of Public Health and Environment regarding this article and

how it relates to land spreading of residential septage. The key element is that the Michigan farm

was land spreading sewage sludge vs. residential septage. There is a major difference between

sewage sludge and residential septage. Sewage sludge is a byproduct of the treatment of sewage

from residential and commercial/industrial uses at a wastewater treatment plant. Residential septage

is wastewater from residential sinks, showers, toilets and laundry. Residential septage is not a

significant source of PFAS.

E. Town Square Park Shelter
Moorse explained that, at the recent Parks Committee meeting, the committee discussed concerns
regarding the refrigerator in the park shelter in Town Square Park, from both a safety and visual
perspective. Council member Perkins, the Parks Committee Liaison, requested that this topic be
included at an upcoming Council work session. The refrigerator was obtained by the Afton
Historical Museum from Selma’s Ice Cream Parlor for use during community events. Itis
sometimes also used by those using the park shelter. Council member Ross indicated the
refrigerator is important for the beer sales by the Afton Historical Museum at the three main
community events as a key fundraiser to support the operation of the Museum. The Council
agreed that staff should look into the cost of providing a cover for the refrigerator, whether that be
a tarp, a custom-made fabric cover or other option.

5. ADJOURN
Motion/Second: Perkins/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 5:45 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on July 19, 2022 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




