Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, June 3, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The June 3, 2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/895719626397pwd=9INcL.2LhTRNIJws628eqJsEVSJUvmMTNG. 1
e Meeting ID: (895 7196 2639)
Passcode: 813406
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 895 7196 2639

Agenda
1. Call to order

2. Roll call: David Husebye, Susan Loomis, Kim Myhers, Elissa Thompson, Cody Kaye, Petra
Brokken, Scott Hafner and Sven Risom

3. Approval of Agenda for June 3, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by members.

4. Approval of Minutes of the May 6, 2025 meeting.
5. Old Business
i) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan

ii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms
1) Plans for 2025 - Dave

ii1) PFAS educational forum May 7, 2025

iv) 2025 Resilient Communities Project/grant application - Sven

v) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
vi) Regional Trails — Sven

1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
2) Stillwater to Afton



vii) Prescribed burns
viii) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven

2) Speaker program — Petra
a) Dark Sky
b) Invasive species topics

ix) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter

1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation
3) Prescribed burns

4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms - Dave

x) NRGC Management Organization update

1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa

2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim

3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott

5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave

6) Belwin — Sven

xi) Update on CC and PC Business
xii) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: June 3, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn




City of Afton
Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting

Tuesday, May 6th, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The May 6, 2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
o  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89446790627 ?7pwd=7DCtYkTw6vPHxJZwtY dbzIBduwb3aB.1
e Meeting ID: (894 4679 0627)
Passcode: 663985
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 894 4679 0627

Agenda
1. Call to order Called to Order by Davis at 5:02pm

2. Roll call: David Husebye (Present), Susan Loomis (Present), Kim Myhers (Present), Elissa
Thompson (Present), Cody Kaye (Present), Petra Brokken (Present), Scott Hafner (Present) and
Sven Risom (Present)

3. Approval of Agenda for May 6, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by members.
Motion to approve by Scott; second by Sven . Vote 7-0. Motion Passes.

4. Approval of Minutes of the April 1, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve by Kim; second by Scott .
Vote 7-0. Motion Passes.

5. Old Business

i) Belwin conversations
1) Deer Management Plan.
2) Motion to allow Sven to send Motion to Ron per the committee; Motion to approve by
Sven, 2" by Petra. Vote 8-0. Motion passes.
ii) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan: Preliminary Document
1) Elissa to follow up with Ron to be sure the plan is on the agenda for May.
iii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms

1) Plans for 2025 — Dave



2) Collection Dates on June 10" and 17",

3) Article for June Newsletter

4) NRCG Committee members are taking kits home today.
5) Volunteers: 10" Kim, 17" Susan and Petra.

iv) PFAS educational forum for Spring 2025 — Susan
1) Tomorrow night at 5:30 at Lutheran Memorial

v) NRI/Greenway Corridor — Sven
1) Members from all committees have been appointed, WCD and Belwin Also
2) 1% meeting end of May/Early June
3) Proposal for RCP has been submitted
4) WCD, Sven and Ron will be project managers
5) Expecting to hear back on Proposal in the next few weeks

vi) Battle Creek to St. Croix River Regional Trail Long Range Planning Update — Sven
1) Meeting was great and plans are moving forward; question on if it will come through
Afton or Denmark Township.
2) Stillwater to Afton Trail; city council planning. Hoping to come through Belwin.

vii) Grant for land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway
— Elissa
Volunteer events on the horizon- 1% one next Wednesday Looking to plant in Fall or
Spring 2026.

viii) Prescribed burn — Scott
1) Local Resident; Heidi Kassenborg with TPE to be interviewed for Afton Newsletter.

ix) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven

(a) Interview with TPE

(b) WCD in the Works

(c) Belwin published

(d) Minnesota Land Trust to be included with WCD
2) Speaker program — Petra

a) Dark Sky

Low attendance this year; weather/ topic?

Another Dark sky event as part of MN Astronomy society; held at Belwin. Need a date.

Plan for 2026 Earth Day Event

(e) Invasive species topics

x) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter

1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors — future

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation for spring
(a) Dave to share article on post buckthorn removal article.

3) Prescribed burns — Scott

4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms — Dave



(a) For June
xi) NRGC Management Organization update (from 2024)

1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
(a) Meadow Ridge Grant in the works.
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
(a) No-update
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
(a) Water quality report came out for 2024.
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
(a) No-update
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
(a) Meeting Tomorrow at 2; Biochar and WC wood waste utilization.
6) Belwin — Sven
(a) No-update

xii) Update on CC and PC Business
1) Planning Commission discussing Cannabis Ordinance to be voted on
2) Outdoor Lighting Ordinance between council and commission
3) The council approved the renovation of the sport court.
4) TIrrigation put in at Town Square Park for new plannings.
5) Roads plan to be approved and implement from 2017. 2004 plan micro-surfacing; 5-
year plan.

xiii) Additional agenda items proposed by members
1) Speed Bumps
6. Next Meeting Date: June 3, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn Motion to adjourn Scott, second Sven. Approved 8-0.



oxi

May 20, 2025 City Council Meeting Highlights
The Council:

- Approved a minor subdivision application to create two lots at PID
08.028.520.13.0008.

- Denied an application for a variance and minor subdivision for a lot line rearrangement
at 3787 St Croix Tr.

- Approved the 2025 street improvement project.
- Approved a correction to the city’s zoning map.
- Approved landscaping and dripline irrigation for Town Square Park.

- Approved an amendment to the Cannabis & Hemp Business Regulation Ordinance.
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