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3033 St. Croix Trail South
P.O. Box 219
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ZNVINININANNANNANANNNA
P e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e CITY OFFICE CLOSED

| City of Afton Dashboard : Monday, May 26 Memorial Day
' A Summary of Current Happenings I
l CITY MEETINGS
I I May 5, 2025
¢ The project to reconstruct the basketball court in Town Square Park has . ’ =
| I Planning Commission
begun. The project is planned to be completed in 6-8 weeks, subject to
[ 1 7:00 PM
I weather. The court area will be closed during construction. I
| I . . | May 6, 2025
I ¢ The council discussed the reclamation of Valley Creek Trail and several I Ners] Feaimass & @reiemaar
smaller roads in Afton. Once final costs are known the council will decide I @orniree
: if this project will be constructed this year or next. I 5:00 PM
I sAR : May 12, 2025
I_ _________________________ R Parks Committee
6:00 PM
PFAS Public Information Meeting
A public information meeting about Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances . May 14, ‘2025 .
(PFAS) in the east metro area groundwater will be held at Memorial Luther- Heritage Preservation Committee
an Church on Wednesday, May 7 from 5:30—8:00 PM. 6:00 PM

May 20, 2025
City Council Meeting
7:00 PM
Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue
to be Available for City Council and Planning
Commission Meetings.

Information on how to join the meetings will
be posted on the City website along with the

agenda and meeting packet.

CITY COUNCIL

Mayor: Bill Palmquist 651-308-0569
Ward I: Annie Perkins 651-592-3007
Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski 651-436-3982

There will be a Q&A session and a presentation by MPCA (Minnesota Pollution
Control Agency and MDH (Minnesota Department of Health).

Meeting Schedule is as follows:

e 5:30pm Table Q&A (open house format)

e 6:00pm presentations from MPCA/MDH, followed by facilitated Q&A
e 7:00pm — any remaining questions back at tables

e 8:00pm - close

METAL & TIRE RECYCLING DAY

Metal and Tire Recycling Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 17, 2025 at the City
Garage, 1675 Stagecoach Trail. 9:00 a.m. — 12:00 p.m.

Resident ¢ unload thei hicl dt load Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478
esidaents must unloa elr own vehicles come prepare O unload. Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479
CITY HAILL

SCRAP METAL includes swing sets, bicycles, metal toys, etc. (NO appliances

are allowed.) All fabric, rubber, wood, fluids, and anything else that is not 651-436-5090

metal must be removed. CITY WEBSITE

TIRES mus't'be off.the rims (metal rims can be recycled). Tlr.e size is Ilrnlted WWW.C|.aft0n.mn.US

to your ability to lift them. NO large tires such as tractor tires. This is for

personal disposal only. No commercial supplies of tires. IMPORTANT NUMBERS

Animal Control 715-220-1332

PLEASE BE AWARE: A MAXIMUM OF 4 TIRES PER HOUSESHOLD WILL BE AC- Building Inspector 651-436-6469
CEPTED. EXCEPTIONS TO THIS MAY BE CONSIDERED BUT RESIDENTS MUST BTz R s Uy

Environmental Center 651-275-7475
Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043
Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871
Fire Dept 651-436-7033
Sheriffs Dept 651-439-9381
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CONTACT CITY HALL PRIOR TO THE EVENT IF THEY ARE REQUESTING TO BRING
MORE THAN 4 TIRES.

Please be patient and cooperate with staff by following their direction in lining up and
unloading your metal items and tires.
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Notes from the Mayor

The online historic walking tour of the Old Village Historic District was posted last week. It will be edited over this next month with ad-
ditional links and new photos as we await the arrival and installation of the signs and window clings that will enable access to the online
tour through QR codes. But | wanted to share the tour link now since it was great to see the culmination of so much work by our His-
toric Preservation Commission come to fruition. The tour is located here: https:/historicplace.org/afton/.

This walking tour is and was based on work done in the past by our Afton Historical Society. Signs and window clings with QR codes will
be placed around the historic district. With these QR codes, you can use the camera on your phone to access the website and the tour
information. The Commission has discussed broadening the scope of the walking tour to include historic sites all over our city now that
this foundational site has been established. More to come on that.

Two members and former chairs of our Parks Committee are stepping down. Both of them were instrumental in getting major projects
done while they served. From concepts to final completion these projects took a lot of knowledge, effort and time from both of them.
Thank you Grant Jensen and Karen Weiss for all the time and work you put in. Our city is much better for your efforts!

It is covered elsewhere in the newsletter, but just a reminder to read the restrictions on feeding deer. Based on the feedback we are
receiving, the community is experiencing problems related to the increased deer population and consolidation of larger numbers around
town. The overpopulation issue is exacerbated by feeding, and can also lead to the spread of chronic wasting disease, which is why feed-
ing is prohibited by the DNR.

-Bill

arks Committee Seeks ui activity has begun in the area. Metropolitan

Parks C ttee Seek Mosquito Control y has beg h Metropol
Members Mosquito Control District trucks, drones, helicopters, and staff will be

out in neighborhoods and parks this spring and summer working to re-

The Parks Committee is seeking volun- : :
duce mosquito-borne disease and annoyance.

teer residents who have an interest in

identifying and reviewing issues relating to Scheduled treatments including planned helicopter activity are posted
parks and open spaces and assessing and daily on the MMCD website and on our X/Twitter page
recommending such plans to City Council. @metromosquito. The Metropolitan Mosquito Control District appreci-
The committee meets, when needed, the ates your support. For information about our programs or for tips on
2nd Monday of the month. how to reduce mosquitoes near your home, please visit MMCD.org.

Applications available on city web-

site.

Afton Museum Speaker Series
3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001

Have an Interest in Historical Diane Jarvi, Musician and Poet

Architecture? Thursday, May 15, 2025
Do you have an interest in architecture, historic 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
buildings and preserving Afton’s heritage? The Free event, Museum donations appreciated

Heritage Preservation / Design Review RSVP by May 12: 651-346-9494
> .. . . or linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
Commission is looking for new members with

an interest or background in architecture or Angie Hong, Water Education Senior Specialist

design. Presentation on Wetlands in our Community, followed by Q&A
Thursday, June 5, 2025

The HPC/DR meets to review projects to en- 6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.

sure they meet the City’s Design Standards for Light refreshments served

the Old Village. Meetings are the 2nd Wednes- Free event, Museum donations appreciated

RSVP by June 2, 2025 to: 651-346-9494
or linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com

day of the month or as needed.

Applications are available on the city
website.

For information on giving a presentation, contact
Leslie Thomas at leslie@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Page 3

The Commission:

Ordinance.

The Council:

Group.

Meeting Highlights
April 7, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting

e Held a public hearing on an amendment to the Cannabis & Hemp Business Regulation

e Received an update on the Battle Creek to St Croix Regional Trail planning process.
April 15, 2025 City Council Meeting

e Discussed an amendment to the Lighting and Glare Ordinance.
o Discussed the 2025 street improvement project.
e Appointed volunteers from several committees to the Greenway Corridor Working

e Approved Town Square Park basketball court improvements and playground mulch.

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT:
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Deer feeding and

attractants bans
Feeding and attractant bans are in place
across the state including Washington
County to prevent concentrations of wild
deer in areas with a higher risk for disease.
These bans are precautionary steps the
DNR took after deer that tested positive
for chronic wasting disease were found
both in the wild and on deer farms. Feeding
bans encompass wider areas because food
sources can concentrate deer and allow for
close contact — one of the mechanisms for
CWD spread.

® Deer feeding includes: placement or
distribution of grains, fruits, vegetables,
nuts, hay and other food that is capable
of attracting or enticing deer.

® Deer attractants are: natural or
manufactured products that are capa-
ble of attracting or enticing deer, in-
cluding salt, minerals, liquid food
scents, or any product that contains or
claims to contain cervid urine (example
“doe in heat”), blood, gland oil, feces
or other bodily fluid.
People who feed birds or small mammals
must do so in a manner that prevents deer
access. Place the food at least six feet
above ground level. Food placed as a result
of normal agricultural practices is generally
exempt from the feeding ban. Cattle opera-
tors should take steps that minimize con-
tact between deer and cattle.
Learn more at:
www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/feedban.ht
ml

Afton Stream Monitor

Volunteers Needed
Volunteers are needed to help the Minneso-
ta Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) moni-
tor water clarity and temperature data at
selected stream sites in Afton.

This work is part of a statewide pro-

gram. For 50 years, volunteers have gath-
ered critically important water data on Min-
nesota lakes and streams. For some bodies
of water, volunteer monitoring provides the
only data available, making this work indis-
pensable.

As a volunteer, at least twice a month dur-
ing the spring through fall you go to a desig-
nated stream site to measure water clarity
and temperature. During each visit, you
record your readings as well as observa-
tions about the physical conditions of your
stream. You submit your findings to the
MPCA at the end of each monitoring sea-
son.

Anyone can do this — no prior experience
is needed. The MPCA uses volunteer-
collected data to make important decisions
about watershed protection and restora-
tion.

To see the sites that need monitoring, go to
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/get-engaged/
volunteer-water-monitoring or search for
“MPCA volunteer water monitoring” in a
web search engine. Click the Sign Up but-
ton, then the Find a Site button to see the
sites in Afton that need a volunteer monitor
(use the “+" button to zoom in, or type
"Afton, MN” in the search box).

For more information, contact the volun-
teer water monitoring program at 651-296-
6300 or watervolun-

teers.mpca@state.mn.us.

Belwin Conservancy

Upcoming Events
Frog Walk
May 5, 2025
7:30 pm - 9:00 pm
Belwin Main Office
1553 Stagecoach Tr. Afton MN 55001

Belwin Bison Festival Fun Run 5K
May 17, 2025

9:00 am: Runners check-in

9:45 am: Runners line up

10:00 am: 5k starts

Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields

Belwin Bison Festival

May 17, 2025

10:00 am - 2:00 pm Festival
Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields

Frog Walk

May 19, 2025

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm

Belwin Main Office

1553 Stagecoach Tr. Afton MN 55001

For details and registration contact:
Belwin Conservancy
1553 Stagecoach Trail South
Afton MN 55001
651-436-5189

www.belwin.org
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z The non-profit 4™ of July Pa-

+ rade Committee is looking for ..
¢ volunteers to join the team. If I
7¢ you are interested email AS
¥ stan@aftonparade.com w
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Afton Lakeland School

Carnival
Come one, come all!

Bounce into Spring at the FREE Afton
Lakeland Carnival with 4 inflatables includ-
ing a jungle obstacle course and a Jurassic

zoo!

Free games!
Paid Concessions!
Silent Auction!
RAFFLE!

May 3rd 10:30-2:30pm

Fueled by volunteers, donations, and spon-
sors!
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080C4EAFAF2EA3FCI -
56146545-aftonlakeland#/



http://www.belwin.org
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/get-engaged/volunteer-water-monitoring
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/get-engaged/volunteer-water-monitoring
mailto:watervolunteers.mpca@state.mn.us
mailto:watervolunteers.mpca@state.mn.us
https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/cwd/index.html
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EAFAF2EA3FC1-56146545-aftonlakeland#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EAFAF2EA3FC1-56146545-aftonlakeland#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080C4EAFAF2EA3FC1-56146545-aftonlakeland#/
mailto:stan@aftonparade.com

E|. E| CITY OF AFTON
"L 3033 ST CROIX TRAIL SO
P.0. BOX 219
E| AFTON, MN 55001

Valley Library Events &

Important Dates
Library Closure Date: Monday May 26™ in

observance of Memorial Day
Please note: Extended Access users can
access Valley Library on Memorial Day

Did you know your library card allows you
to read the Pioneer Press Image edition at
home every day? Go to https://
washcolib.org/ 1 62/Research-
Learn#Newspapers, click on Pioneer Press —
Image Edition, and choose the date of the
edition you wish to read. The scanned image
is an exact copy of the newspaper without
the inky residue.

For Adults:

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-
6:00pm on the 4™ Thursday of every month.
The title selection for the Thursday May
22nd meeting is “Killers of the Flower Moon:
The Osage Murders and the Birth of the FBI” by
David Grann.

For Teens:

Washington County Library concludes the
Life Skills for Young Adults series presented
by UMN 4-H Extension with Life Skills: Vehi-
cle Maintenance at the Washington County
Fairgrounds. Thursday May 8th 5:30-
7:00pm youth, ages 14-18. Registration is
required.

For Kids:

Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am Storytime
Monday, May 12th 10:30-11:00 Music
and Movement Storytime

Thursday, May 8 6:00 pm

Pajama storytime

Thursday, May 15th 3:45-4:45 Game Day
Saturday, May 17th Kid Builders

For complete information and to register for

programs contact:
Valley Library 651-436-5882

www.washcolib.org
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Online payments are now available for city
permits & fees including Building Permits and
Sewer Payments,
www.ci.afton.mn.us

Please recycle this
newsletter after use.

Spring Projects? Remember
to Contact GSOC before you
Dig!

Call: 811
Click: gopherstateonecall.org

2025 Free Well Water Testing

for Nitrates and Coliforms
The Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) will again offer free well
water testing for Nitrates and Coliform bacteria for Afton residents. June 10" and 17*
are the dates available for residents to collect a fresh sample of well water and drop it off
at City Hall.

How to participate:

= Please call City Hall (651-436-5090) starting May |* to reserve a test kit package.

= The kits will be available to be picked up from May 12 to the 28" at City
Hall during regular office hours. Those kits not picked up by the 28" will be
mailed to residents on May 29".

= Collect your Well Water sample on June 10*" or June 17 and bring it to City
Hall between 7 and 9:30 AM. Please remember: this is for well water samples
only, make sure to fill both sample bottles and tightly close the top while keeping the
sample cool until it is dropped off.

= Please do not request a kit if you are not able to drop off the kit on the available
dates.

Other ways to get your water tested:

® This water testing is for Nitrates and Coliform bacteria only. Washington County
offers water testing for other contaminants year-round for a modest fee. Call 651-
430-6655 or visit www.co.washington.mn.us/637/VVater-Tests

® Testing for PFAS is coordinated through the MN Pollution Control Agency. You can
request testing here: https://webapp.pca.state.mn.us/gw-sampling-req/en/pfas
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