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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
May 18, 2021

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

8.

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was not recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present. The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, Planning Commission Chair
Kiris Kopitzke, City Clerk Julie Yoho

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Add items 9c5 & 6 “restoration work on baseball diamond” and “discussion on picnic shelter”. Add item
9c¢7 “schedule special meeting”.

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the May 18, 2021 Regular City Council
meeting with the additions noted. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Council member Wroblewski suggested adding additional information on the discussion of item 9A in the
Minutes of April 20. Council will review next month.

B. Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve minutes of the April 7, 20211 City Council Work

Session. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT —

John Tetzlaft, Yellow Ribbon Alliance, spoke about the Field of Bands event which is a fundraiser for
veterans. The event is scheduled for September 18 at the Washington County Fairgrounds. He would like
assistance in advertising for the event.

Julie Ziedel, asked about ordinances regarding traps, particularly in the village area. A cat was found in a leg
hold trap in town last week.
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Report
Council member Wroblewski stated that three reports of noise complaints were related to the aircraft issue.

B. Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report
Tom Niedzwiecki provided an overview of the monthly financial reports. This is Tom’s last report as he is
retiring.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — April — Resolution 2021-36

C. Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency — Resolution 2021-37
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May 18, 2021
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve consent agenda including Resolution 2021-36 and 2021-
37. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS
A. Planning Commission Report

C.

1. Jane & Carol Fritsch and Sotera Tschetter Minor Subdivision application at 13681 15" Street

Chair Kopitzke summarized the application which is for a minor subdivision to create two 20 - acre lots
from the existing 40-acre parcel with PID# 08.028.20.43.0001 using a shared driveway through the
property at 13681 15™ Street owned by Jane and Carol Fritsche that will serve the two new lots. The
Planning Commission recommends approval.

Council member Wroblewski wants to clarify that it is a full quarter-quarter section. (yes)
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve Resolution 2021-38 approving the Jane & Carol
Fritsch and Sotera Tschetter minor subdivision at 13681 15" St. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

2. Ordinance Amendment regarding Buffer Yards in Industrial Zones — Ordinance 03-2021

Chair Kopitzke stated that the planning commission had lengthy discussion on how to measure adequate
screening opacity. The ordinance language needs to be clear that maintenance of the buffer is the part of
the CUP and the owner’s responsibility.

Council member Wroblewski stated that topography of each site needs to be considered.

Mayor Palmquist stated that he feels it is covered by the language.

Motion/Second Palmquist/ Ross to approve Ordinance 03-2021 an Ordinance Amendment
Regarding Buffer yards in the Industrial Zones. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

Chair Kopitzke reported on the three solar farm applications: The planning commission struggled due to
three farms being located on one parcel. Applicants are gathering more information to come back next
month.

Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

1. Project Updates

City Engineer Jeff Pearson provided an update on the pavement project, which will finish paving next
week.

Council member Ross stated that the contractor is doing a good job and there have been minimal issues.
Administrator Moorse asked about 60" St notification for the residents. (Jeff will coordinate the letter).

Administration —

1. Afton Creek Preserve letter of credit Reduction

Administrator Moorse reported that the developer had asked for a reduction in the letter of credit. Last
month Council asked for a schedule for completion of the remaining items, which has been provided in
the packet. The developer has also asked about the possibility of moving the final lift of paving on the
internal streets forward. The City Engineer has advised that this would be a good idea to allow for
better structure to support the traffic with both layers.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to allow the final lift of pavement on the internal streets this
construction season.

Council member Ross would like to know when the city takes over this street.

Administrator Moorse stated there is a two-year warranty after the final lift is put on.

Attorney Knaak stated that according to the developer’s agreement, it requires a decision by the city that
the project is completed. When the project is accepted by the city as meeting engineer’s specs, the city
takes over the street.

Council member Wroblewski stated that there has been construction traffic on Odell, which was not
supposed to be happening as per agreement.
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108 Council member Perkins was in favor of paving the top layer. However if it’s not the cities responsibly
109 yet, delay.
110 Council member Nelson agrees with the engineer. More traffic will damage the roadway.
111 Council member Ross stated that after the city accepts the road as complete, the 2 yr warranty starts. If
112 road is compromised, the developer has to fix road. Road will have to be in good condition for city to
113 take over.
114 Council member Nelson stated it’s not just the road, but other items need to be satisfied.
115 Mayor Palmquist asked if the warranty is from the developer or the paver.
116 Attorney Knaak stated that the money the city is retaining under contract can also cover repairs. There is
117 double protection with warranty.
118 Council member Wroblewski stated she would want to be sure of timing of warranty. If something goes
119 wrong, want to be sure the base layer is good before we accept road.
120 Council member Nelson sees this as protecting the investment. If this was a city street, we wouldn’t
121 allow construction traffic on it without top layer. Why invite damage to an existing road.
122 Mayor Palmquist amended the motion “pending city engineer review of base layer” (accepted)
123 Council member Perkins asked who is the warranty from?
124 Attorney Knaak stated the developers agreement has to be accepted by the city in it’s entirety. The
125 developer would be responsible for any repair.
126 Council member Wroblewski asked if the road has been inspected recently. (no, Pearson would want to
127 inspect)
128 Palmquist amended the motion “application of wear course does not constitute the city finding the
129 project complete” (accepted)
130 Council member Nelson asked what if the road is damaged due to not allowing final coat.
131 Palmquist stated the motion allows the wear coat but does not start clocks on the warranty, engineer
132 inspects prior to paving.
133 Roll call: 3 aye, 2 nay (Wroblewski, Perkins) passed 3-2.
134
135 Letter of credit reduction request discussion
136 Council member Wroblewski stated that the easement issue is not settled. There are other items such as
137 landscaping that need to be addressed; would like to have set deadlines.
138 Council member Ross asked if they are still moving large equipment on Odell? If so, we can block road.
139 Would like to have WSB look at road damage.
140 Council member Perkins stated that the developers agreement was breached by them using Odell.
141 Attorney Knaak asked if the developer indicated urgency in any of this? Recommend delay to get
142 engineer to look at damage on Odell, and see if we need to modify the development agreement.
143 Council member Nelson stated that we asked for timeline and schedule and we have that, but we need to
144 see action on the ground.
145 Council member Wroblewski stated that in the past it took hard deadlines to get things done. Who is
146 doing the prairie mowing? Would like an update on prairie restorations.
147 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to deny request for reduction in letter of credit and ask WSB to
148 inspect damage on Odell.
149 Mayor Palmquist stated that many of these items should be done by the July meeting.
150 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.
151
152 2. 2020 Audit report
153 Item was not addressed due to the auditor not being present.
154
155 3. Highland sanitation Contract Extension
156 Administrator Moorse has been working with Highland Sanitation to negotiate a five-year contract
157 extension for solid waste and recycling services. We have agreed that a methodology for annual price
158 increases is needed to make the price increase process simple, straightforward, transparent and easily
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159 understandable, and to avoid the need to negotiate price increases each year. Staff is recommending a
160 3.5% increase for trash hauling and a 4.5% increase in recycling. Throughout the pricing discussions,
161 Highland has held firm at an annual 5% increase for both trash hauling and recycling.
162 Motion/Second Palmquist / Perkins to approve a five-year contract extension for solid waste and
163 recycling services with Highland Sanitation with a 3.5% increase for trash hauling and a 4.5%
164 increase in recycling.
165 Council member Nelson stated that these discussions have been going on a long time, this is our offer.
166 Bobby Stewart, Highland, stated that he doesn’t like a strict percentage as there are variables in
167 efficiencies.
168 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.
169
170 4. Purchase of speed trailer from Traffic Calm
171 Administrator Moorse stated that the council has been looking into getting a mobile speed trailer that
172 displays the speed limit and the actual speeds of drivers Afton. The trailer could be moved periodically
173 to be located in the areas where speeding is most problematic. Council member Wroblewski has
174 obtained a price quote for a TC Mini speed trailer from Traffic Calm, the company used by Washington
175 County for their purchase of speed trailers.
176 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve purchase of a TC Mini speed trailer from Traffic
177 Calm at a total cost of not to exceed $7500.00.
178 Mayor Palmquist asked staff to develop a summer-long plan on locations to move it.
179 Council member Nelson asked about security. (chain and padlock will be used to secure)
180 Jeff Pearson asked if this collects data? (yes)
181 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.
182
183 5. Ballfield
184 Council member Ross presented proposed renovation work for the ball field which includes replacing
185 material on the ball field’s surface to fix drainage issues.
186 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve bid from Tri County not to exceed $7000 to improve
187 ball field.
188 Council member Nelson asked where the funding will come from (park fund)
189 Council member Perkins asked why this isn’t going through the parks committee.
190 Administrator Moorse stated the parks committee has discussed and they recommended it remain with
191 current surface.
192 Council member Wroblewski stated she likes the idea, but doesn’t want to bypass the parks committee
193 and would like public feedback.
194 Council member Perkins stated that for the little kids, the ball rolls too fast on class 5, grass stops ball.
195 Council member Nelson stated that this has been discussed at parks committee for a long time. The
196 main concern is more about drainage than the surface type.
197 Council member Ross stated that from a public works point of view, he would like to resolve the runoff
198 issues. Art in the Park will occur in Sept. — the project needs to happen now to be completed in time.
199 Next year, we will have all three of our summer events.
200 Mayor Palmquist would like to ask the parks committee for feedback on any other improvements.
201 Council member Ross spoke with the T-ball organizer who felt this would be a great improvement.
202 Mayor Palmquist offered an amendment (accepted) to “ask the parks committee for suggestions
203 for other improvements to the ballfield”.
204 Roll call: 4 aye, 1 abstain (Perkins), passed 4-0-1.
205
206 6. Picnic shelter at Town Square Park
207 Council member Ross stated that the structure is 40 yrs. old and in bad condition. Would like the Parks
208 committee to come up with plan
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Motion/Second Palmquist /Ross To request the Parks Committee to review and assess the current
structure for replacement or enhancement, and to identify any other improvements. Roll call: all
aye, passed. 5-0.

7. Schedule special meeting
Meeting will be scheduled for next week Monday at 5:00 pm.

D. Committee Reports —

Public Works —  no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — Perkins reported that the committee is working on a plan to address Meadow Ridge park.
Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Police Services Liaisons — Wroblewski reported that the deputies have been working overtime on
other issues outside of Afton.

AN

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — would like to add topic to the next work session - discuss trapping
issue in town.
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — thanks to public works staff for metal & tire clean-up day
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report.
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Knaak — no report
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:28 PM
Respectfully submitted by:
JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
Approved by Council June 15, 2021 as (check one): Presented: Amended: _ x
Mayor Bill Palmquist Date _



