
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

May 21, 2024  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, & Mayor 17 

Palmquist.  A quorum was present.    18 

ALSO PRESENT:  Planning Commission Chair Chris Kopitzke, City Attorney Tom Radio, City 19 

Administrator Ron Moorse  20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Add items: “Letter of support” under 7C; “election of officers” under 9a3.  Move item 9a3 to “reports & 23 

presentations”.  24 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the May 21, 2024 Regular City Council 25 

meeting with additions and changes noted above.  Passed 5-0.   26 

 27 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   28 

A. Minutes of the April 16, 2024 City Council Meeting 29 

B. Minutes of the April 8, 2024 City Council Work Session  30 

C. Minutes of the April 25, 2024 City Council Special Meeting 31 

Council member Wroblewski noted several items to clarify.  32 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the minutes of the April 8, 16 and 25th 2024 Council 33 

meetings.  Passed 5-0.     34 

 35 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  36 

 Resident, 40th St S – spoke in support of Belwin and the beneficial programs they have.   37 

 38 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 39 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report   40 

Report in packet 41 

 42 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report  43 

Report in packet 44 

 45 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  46 

Beth Olfetl-Nelson, LSCVPFD Chair, was present to request a letter of support for the LSCVFD application 47 

to become a licensed part-time ALS Service Provider (Advanced Life Support). Allowing the ALS license 48 

will enable trained responders to deliver more care when needed.  49 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to sign letter of support for the LSCVFD application to become a li-50 

censed part-time ALS Service Provider.  Passed 5-0. 51 

 52 

 53 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 54 

A. Just and Correct Claims  55 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – April 2024 - Resolution 2024-16 56 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2024-16.  Roll call: 57 

All aye, passed 5-0. 58 
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 59 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 60 

A. Planning Commission Report   61 

1. Belwin Conservancy Conditional Use Permit Application to Document and Recognize as a Nature 62 

Center Use the Activities Across the Belwin Properties with the Following Addresses: 14020 Valley 63 

Creek Trl. S., 2176 Stagecoach Trl. S., the following PID#’s near 2176 Stagecoach Trl. S.: 64 

16.028.20.11.0009, 15.028.20.23.0006, 15.028.20.24.0004, 15.028.20.24.0001, 15.028.20.24.0003, 65 

15.028.20.31.0001, 15.028.20.13.0001, 2612 St. Croix Trl. S., 2398 St. Croix Trl. S., 1553 Stagecoach 66 

Trl. S., 825 Stagecoach Trl. S., 795 Indian Trl. S., 15551 Division St., the following PID#’s near 15551 67 

Division St.: 03.028.20.13.0001, 03.028.20.24.0001, 03.028.20.21.0001, 03.028.20.12.0002, 68 

03.028.20.11.0002 and 105 Stagecoach Trl. S. – Resolution 2024-17  69 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for a Conditional Use Permit to enable 70 

the various activities across the Belwin properties to be documented and recognized broadly as a Nature 71 

Center use.   72 

Katie Bloome, Belwin Executive Director, was present and summarized Belwin’s operations. The new 73 

education building will service more school kids.   74 

Council member Ross was at the Planning Commission meeting.  Questions raised included increase in 75 

traffic and percentage of land owned by Belwin which if developed would generate taxes but also would 76 

burden the city with road maintenance.  77 

Mayor Palmquist stated he receives favorable feedback on the trails.  78 

Council member Wroblewski stated that Belwin is proactive, good stewards of the land and provide 79 

valuable education.  80 

Council member Ross stated there was also discussion on if there are future substantive changes or 81 

expansion of activities and amended CUP would be required.  82 

 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to accept Resolution 2024-17 approving the Belwin 83 

Conservancy Conditional Use Permit Application to Document and Recognize as a Nature Center 84 

Use the Activities Across the Belwin Properties with the Following Addresses: 14020 Valley Creek 85 

Trl. S., 2176 Stagecoach Trl. S., the following PID#’s near 2176 Stagecoach Trl. S.: 86 

16.028.20.11.0009, 15.028.20.23.0006, 15.028.20.24.0004, 15.028.20.24.0001, 15.028.20.24.0003, 87 

15.028.20.31.0001, 15.028.20.13.0001, 2612 St. Croix Trl. S., 2398 St. Croix Trl. S., 1553 Stagecoach 88 

Trl. S., 825 Stagecoach Trl. S., 795 Indian Trl. S., 15551 Division St., the following PID#’s near 89 

15551 Division St.: 03.028.20.13.0001, 03.028.20.24.0001, 03.028.20.21.0001, 03.028.20.12.0002, 90 

03.028.20.11.0002 and 105 Stagecoach Trl. S. Roll Call: All Aye, Passed 5-0.  91 
 92 

2. Chris Erdman Variance Application for an Attached Garage at 12671 10th Street South - Resolution 2024-93 

18 94 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for a variance to the setback for an 95 

accessory building. The Planning Commission recommended approval.   96 

Administrator Moorse provide new information that the survey of the property has been completed and 97 

they have more room than previously thought – 51’.  They do not need a variance, so no action is needed.  98 

They will do a simple subdivision lot line rearrangement to add 16’;  then will meet requirements. Table 99 

application to allow applicant to withdraw.  100 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to table the Chris Erdman Variance Application for an Attached 101 

Garage at 12671 10th Street South.   102 

Discussion was held on the timing for the simple subdivision -  property has to be owned by Erdman prior 103 

to lot line rearrangement (process underway).  104 

Passed 5-0.  105 

 106 

3. Election of officers for Planning Commission 107 

Chair Kopitzke reported that the officers elected for this year are Doug Parker, Secretary; Justin Sykora, 108 

Vice Chair; Kris Kopitzke, Chair.  109 
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 110 

 111 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  112 

1. Master Contract with New City Engineering Firm, CBS Squared  113 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer  114 

Administrator Moorse stated that CBS Squared has provided their proposed Master Contract to the City.  115 

The City Attorney has reviewed the Contract.  116 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve the CBS Squared Master Contract.  Passed 5-0.   117 

 118 

2. Project Updates (Verbal) 119 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer, went on a road tour with Ken last week and discussed pavement 120 

maintenance options and sewer connections.  121 

 122 

C. Administration –  123 

1. Xcel Energy Franchise Agreement Renewals 124 

Administrator Moorse stated that Afton has an electric service franchise agreement and a gas franchise 125 

agreement with Northern States Power Company (now Xcel Energy).  The franchise agreements expire 126 

on August 17, 2024.  The City can request an extension of the franchise agreements if we are not going 127 

to have new agreements approved by the expiration date. Staff has been in contact with Xcel Energy 128 

regarding the franchise agreement renewals.  The Council met in a work session/Special Council 129 

meeting on April 25, 2024 to discuss the franchise renewals.  One item of discussion was updating the 130 

franchise fee schedule in the agreements.  Also discussed was the language in the agreement regarding 131 

the relocation of overhead power lines located in the public right-of-way if a public improvement 132 

project requires the powerlines to be relocated.  The Council directed staff to request Kirstin Sersland, 133 

the Xcel Energy Community Relations Manager, SE Metro, to attend the Council meeting to discuss 134 

revising the language to require the undergrounding of powerlines when they need to be  135 

relocated.  The Council has also asked for comparative information regarding franchise fees in the metro 136 

area.   137 

Discussion was held on fees. Mayor Palmquist suggested raising the residential fee to $3 (from $2) and 138 

the CNR to $7.50 (from $5.00) 139 

Kirsten Sersland, Xcel, stated that when replacing powerlines they will replace like for like so difference 140 

in cost of undergrounding lines would be covered by the city.  141 

The Franchise Agreement will be brought again next month for review.   142 
 143 

 2. Draft Amendment to the Home Occupation Ordinance to Allow Retail Sales of Food Prepared Under 144 

the Cottage Food Statute 145 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Council, at its April 25, 2024 work session, discussed a proposal 146 

from an Afton resident to bake and sell bread in his home under the Cottage Food law.  While the baking 147 

of bread within the requirements of the Cottage Food law would be allowed under the City’s Home 148 

Occupation ordinance, the selling of the bread at the home is not allowed under the Home Occupation 149 

ordinance due to the ordinance’s prohibition of retail sales.  The Council requested staff to draft an 150 

ordinance to allow retail sales of food prepared under the Cottage Food law with an administrative 151 

permit and if the gross annual sales are within the Tier 1 sales limit that is currently $7,665.  152 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins refer the draft amendment to the Home Occupation ordinance 153 

to allow retail sales of food prepared under the Cottage Food law to the Planning Commission for 154 

a public hearing and recommendation at the June 3, 2024 Planning Commission meeting. Passed 155 

5-0.  156 

 157 

3. Parks Committee Recommendation Regarding Town Square Park Landscaping Proposal  158 

(Taken out of order after item 7c) 159 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Parks Committee has been discussing the replacement of the 160 
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fencing at the ballfield and basketball court at Town Square Park with a planted border including trees, 161 

shrubs and flowers along the park’s eastern edge.   162 

Nicholas Livingston, Parks Committee member and with Horta Culture in Afton, presented an overview 163 

regarding the planted border concept. 164 

Council member Nelson stated that long term maintenance of the plantings needs to be considered.   165 

Council member Wroblewski noted the high number of deer downtown that may damage the plantings.  166 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the landscaping plan and authorize the Parks Com-167 

mittee to get bids and designs to present to council. Passed 5-0.  168 

. 169 

4. Parks Committee recommendation Regarding Relocating Skating Rink from Town Square Park to the 170 

Area Between Selma’s Ice Cream Parlor and the Steamboat Park Parking Lot.  171 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Parks Committee is recommending that the location of the skating 172 

rink be changed from Town Square Park to the western portion of the City-owned area between Selma’s 173 

Ice Cream Parlor and the Steamboat Park parking lot. The new location would avoid the need to regrade 174 

the area of Town Square Park to create a flatter space for the rink and would allow the rink to be larger.  175 

Several trees would need to be removed for the rink.  176 

Grant Jensen, Parks Committee Chair, stated there are issues with slope at current site. At the proposed 177 

new site, trees would have to be removed (pine 6-7).  178 

Council member Wroblewski asked if this has been discussed with the neighbors.  179 

Council member Ross stated he is supportive because the current location is problematic. 180 

Council member Perkins stated she dislikes the current small size and that there are issues every year. 181 

She would support investing in a more permanent solution.  182 

Mayor Palmquist stated he needs to know the costs.   183 

Council member Nelson stated the costs may be the same at either location.  184 

Council member Perkins suggested getting quotes for grading at the existing location and also for tree 185 

removal at the proposed new location. Also look at making it larger.   186 

Mayor Palmquist requested the committee get costs for the current site vs prep for new location.  187 

.   188 

5. Levee Natural Vegetation Planting Project Expansion  189 

Administrator Moorse stated that because the bids came in lower than anticipated for the Levee Native 190 

Vegetation Planting Project, there is sufficient grant funding available to substantially expand the 191 

project.  The Parks Committee and staff are recommending the project be expanded to the north and 192 

south as shown in the packet.  193 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve expanding the Levee Native Vegetation Planting 194 

Project to the north and south as recommended. Passed 4-1 (Ross nay) 195 

 196 

6. Addition of Ag Resources Page to City Website  197 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Ag Preservation Committee has recommended that the City 198 

Website be used to promote agriculture and the preservation of agriculture.  Mayor Palmquist has 199 

suggested that an Agricultural Resources page be added to the City’s website to promote ag-related 200 

activities in Afton that enable area residents to buy local, such as roadside sales stands, Community 201 

Supported Agriculture (CSA) farms, farm kitchens and cottage food activities. 202 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve adding an Agricultural Resources page to the City 203 

website. Passed 5-0.  204 

 205 

7. Removal of Dead Trees from Road Right-of-Way 206 

Administrator Moorse stated that it has been the City’s policy that dead or dying trees along roads have 207 

generally not been removed from the road right-of-way.  Rare exceptions have been made when a tree 208 

is a substantial hazard to a nearby building.  Dead trees generally fall within the right-of-way and if 209 

they fall onto the road they are moved off the road.  Many of the trees in the road right-of-way are ash 210 

trees, many of which are dying or will be dying in the coming years.   Recently, staff has been 211 
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receiving calls requesting dead or dying trees to be removed from the road right-of–way.  Under 212 

current policy, if these are not hazardous to a building they are not removed.  The cost of removing 213 

dead trees is substantial.  Attached is a list of nine trees recently requested to be removed from the  214 

road right-of-way.  The estimated cost of these tree removals is $8,578.  Staff is requesting feedback 215 

and direction from the Council regarding the current policy that limits the removal  216 

of dead trees from the road right-of-way to rare exceptions when a tree is a substantial hazard to a 217 

nearby building.   218 

Council member Wroblewski stated she would remove as needed safety but not spend excess money. 219 

Council member Ross stated he would take down obvious hazard trees.  220 

Council member Perkins stated that old or downed trees are part of the natural environment.  221 

Motion Ross to approve spending $8,578 to remove identified trees as a one-time expense and not 222 

modify policy.  No second 223 

Mayor Palmquist stated if there is a tree hanging over road, remove the hazard. We can discuss in next 224 

years budget cycle if we want to do more.  225 

Council member Nelson stated if there is a real safety issue then remove. The city cannot respond to 226 

every phone call that comes in – not in budget.  227 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to continue to abide by City’s policy regarding the removal of 228 

dead trees from the road right-of-way. 229 
 230 

 8. Approval of Abatement of Assessment on the Former Gehrke Property at 3561 St. Croix Trail – 231 

Resolution 2024-19  232 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve Resolution2024-19 approving the abatement of the 233 

assessment on the former Gehrke property at 3561 St. Croix Trail South. All aye, Passed 5-0. 234 
 235 

9. Option to Waive Statutory Liability Limits  236 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to not waive the monetary limits on tort liability established by 237 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04.  Passed 5-0.   238 
 239 

10. Schedule Work Sessions 240 

Two dates will be scheduled. 241 

 242 

D. Committee Reports –   243 

1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported that the new engineers have identified some roads 244 

for reclamation.   245 

2. Personnel – no report  246 

3. Parks – no report  247 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Mayor Palmquist reported that the HPC re-248 

ceived a grant from the State Historic Preservation Office to mark historic properties and update the 249 

waking tour.   250 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – Mayor Palmquist reported that water testing is underway.  251 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 252 

7. Police Services Liaisons – no report 253 

 254 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 255 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – Council member Perkins received a call regarding chemical treat-256 

ment at park.  257 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – Council member Wroblewski stated that at 40th & Neal the 258 

safety measures have been working.  259 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report  260 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – Council member Nelson stated money ($20,000) for Fire Dept is in 261 

this years budget.  262 
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E. Mayor Palmquist – no report  263 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 264 

G. City Administrator Moorse –. no report  265 

 266 

11.  ADJOURN 267 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adjourn. Passed 5-0.     268 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM 269 

 270 

 271 

Respectfully submitted by: 272 

 273 

    JY  274 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 275 

 276 

 277 

 278 

Approved by Council June 18, 2024 as (check one):  Presented: ____X____ Amended:      ______ 279 

 280 

 281 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 282 


