
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

May 20, 2025  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Annie Perkins & Mayor 17 

Palmquist.  A quorum was present.    18 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Tom Radio, Planning Commission 19 

Chair Kris Kopitzke  20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Add item 9C6 “city logo” 23 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross To approve the agenda for the May 20, 2025 Regular City Council 24 

meeting with addition of item 9c6. Passed 5-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 

A. Minutes of the April 15, 2025 City Council Meeting-  28 

B. Minutes of the April 2, 2025 City Council Work Session Meeting- 29 

C. Minutes of the April 2, 2025 City Council Special Meeting- 30 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025 City Council meeting. 31 

Passed  5-0.  32 

 33 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  34 

 none 35 

 36 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 37 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report  38 

Report in packet 39 

 40 

B. Mike Huntley, Youth Service Bureau Executive Director  41 

Mike will attend the June meeting.  42 

 43 

C. City Accountant’s Budget Report   44 

Report in packet 45 
 46 

D. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report 47 

Richard Bend reported that the proposed budget exceeds a 5% increase so it will require approval from all 5 48 

cities. There will be a work session to discuss.  49 
 50 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 51 

A. Just and Correct Claims 52 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – April, 2025 - Resolution 2025-19 53 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve consent agenda including Resolution 2025-19 Roll Call: All 54 

aye, passed 5-0.  55 

 56 

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS 57 

A. Planning Commission  58 
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1.Teresa Farley and Tracie Ross Minor Subdivision Application to create two parcels at 59 

08.028.20.13.0008- Resolution 2025-20 60 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application, which is for a minor subdivision at PID 61 

08.028.20.13.0008, located along 15th St S. This proposal would split one lot into two lots measuring 62 

30.13 acres (Parcel A) and 5 acres (Parcel B). Access to all lots would be from existing roads and no 63 

new road infrastructure is needed. A public hearing was held on May 5th  and no public comments 64 

were received.  The commission had a brief discussion on the application concerning the qtr-qtr 65 

section requirements, and if there was any guidance on how it is determined who gets to build on the 66 

qtr-qtr section first since there are density limitations. Staff mentioned that there is nothing in the City 67 

code that specifies the order, with the exception that the subdivision of a 30+ acre parcel has 68 

precedence over the subdivision of a parcel of less than 30 acres. The Planning Commission 69 

recommended approval of the minor subdivision unanimously. 70 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2025-20 approving the Teresa Farley 71 

and Tracie Ross Minor Subdivision Application to create two parcels at 08.028.20.13.0008. Roll 72 

Call: All aye, passed 5-0.  73 

 74 

2.Jake Solberg Variance Application for a Lot Line Rearrangement at 3787 St. Croix Trail South and 75 

4010 Penfield Avenue South – Resolution 2025-21 76 

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is for a variance to create a parcel that 77 

does not have direct frontage on an improved city street or private road. The applicant is concurrently 78 

seeking a minor subdivision/lot line adjustment for his properties at 3787 St. Croix Trl S and 4010 79 

Penfield Ave S, which would reshape the parcels into two compliant residential lots. Since the creation 80 

of Parcel B would result in a landlocked parcel, a variance would be necessary to allow the property 81 

owners to utilize an existing shared driveway that accesses the site.  A public hearing was held on May 82 

5th. There was one comment from the public in support of the proposal. The planning commission’s 83 

discussion on this application included questions about the existing access easement, timeline for 84 

removing the structures, understanding the other options the applicant tried for locating a driveway on 85 

the property, and discussion on the nonconformity and bringing the rest of the property into 86 

conformance by allowing the shared driveway access to Parcel B. There was some discussion on what 87 

the practical difficulty was here, staff stated that it was due to the typography on the lot and steep 88 

slopes that would require a variance as well. The planning commission recommended approval of the 89 

application to the City Council with a 5-2 vote.  90 

Council member Wroblewski stated that the ordinance requires a larger lot for a shared driveway so 91 

the variance can’t be granted. She also noted that the structure off Penfield is uninhabitable, has no 92 

septic system, and that the property was purchased in this condition.  93 

Discussion was held on the history of the parcels, the number of structures and access.  94 

Council member Ross noted that the planning commission felt this was an improvement to the current 95 

situation and would make the property less non-conforming.  96 

Council member Perkins stated concern about the proposed new house impact to the tree canopy. 97 

Council member Nelson questioned if the location would work for a septic system and also agreed 98 

that shared driveways require larger lots.  99 

Mayor Palmquist stated he is in favor of making the parcels less non-conforming. The shared 100 

driveway is unique in that there are other easements there by multiple property owners.  101 

  102 

Motion/second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2025-21 approving the Jake Solberg 103 

Variance Application for a Lot Line Rearrangement at 3787 St. Croix Trail South and 4010 104 

Penfield Avenue South with added finding that both parcels have access to the street but 105 

topography prohibits a driveway and added condition that the existing structure be removed 106 

prior to recording. Roll call: Fails 2 aye – 3 nay (Wroblewski, Nelson, Perkins).   107 

 108 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to deny Resolution 2025-21, the Jake Solberg Variance 109 
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Application for a Lot Line Rearrangement at 3787 St. Croix Trail South and 4010 Penfield 110 

Avenue South with added finding #4 that city ordinance prohibits shared driveways on lots less 111 

than 40 acres in size. Roll call:  Passed 3 aye – 2 nay (Palmquist, Ross).   112 

  113 

3. Jake Solberg Minor Subdivision Application for a Lot Line Rearrangement at 3787 St. Croix Trial 114 

south and 4010 Penfield Avenue South – Resolution 2025-22 115 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to deny the minor subdivision for a lot line rearrangement at 116 

3787 St Croix Trail S and 4010 Penfield Ave S due to the need for a variance which has been 117 

denied, which shall be added as a condition to Resolution 2025-22. Roll Call: Passed 3 – 2 nay 118 

(Palmquist, Ross).    119 

 120 

4. Correction to City’s Zoning Map to Reflect Zoning of the Property at 15824 50th St. S. as Ag Preserve 121 

– Resolution 2025-23 122 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The property at 15824 50th Street has been 123 

in the Ag Preserve program and has been zoned Ag Preserve since the early 1980’s.  In 2012, the 124 

owners of two properties adjacent to the 15824 parcel removed their properties from the Ag Preserve 125 

program and their properties were rezoned from Ag Preserve to Ag.  When the City’s zoning map was 126 

updated to reflect the rezoning of these two parcels, the map was mistakenly revised to also change the 127 

zoning of  128 

the 15824 50th Street parcel from Ag Preserve to Ag.  This mistake was recently discovered.   129 

Motion/Second Palmquist / Ross to adopt Resolution 2025-23 approving a correction to the City’s 130 

Official Zoning Map to reflect the zoning of the property at 15824 50th Street South as Ag 131 

Preserve. Roll Call: All aye, passed 5-0.  132 

  133 

5. Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Amendment – Ordinance 01-2025 134 

Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission believes the ordinance amendment is too 135 

restrictive.  The regulations related to the sale of hemp edibles should be the same as the regu-136 

lations regarding the sale of liquor.  It was pointed out that the sale of Hemp-Derived THC 137 

beverages is allowed in on-sale liquor establishments although there is no buffer requirement 138 

for liquor establishments.  This could result in the sale of THC beverages within a required 139 

hemp business buffer zone.  The Planning Commission recommended denial.  140 

Mayor Palmquist stated that the city needs to have an ordinance in place.   141 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Ordinance 1-2025, an amendment to the Cannabis 142 

and Hemp Regulations ordinance. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  143 

 144 

6.   Lighting Ordinance Amendment – Ordinance XX-2025 145 

Administrator Moorse stated that feedback from the Planning Commission has been incorpo-146 

rated into the latest draft. Revisions include nighttime hours for non-essential lighting, the ad-147 

dition of language in paragraph D regarding existing fixtures being adapted to comply, and the 148 

addition of language to indicate that seasonal light displays at other times of the year may be in 149 

place no longer than 30 days.  150 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to refer the draft amendment to the lighting and glare ordinance 151 

to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation.  Passed 5-0.  152 

 153 

 154 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  155 

1. 2025 Street Improvement Project Bids – Resolution 2025-24 156 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2025-24 accepting bids and awarding a con-157 

tract for the 2025 Valley Creek Trail and other Street Reconstruction Project to OMG Mid-158 

west dba Minnesota Paving and Materials. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  159 

 160 
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2. 2025 Microsurfacing Project Bids – Resolution 2025-25 161 

Motion/Second Palmquist / Wroblewski  to adopt Resolution 2025-25 accepting bids and 162 

awarding a construction contract for the 2025 microsurface project to Asphalt Surface Tech-163 

nologies Corp. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  164 

 165 

3. 2025 Crack Seal Project Price Quotes 166 

Bids will be available before the June council meeting.   167 

 168 

4. Other Engineering Updates   169 

none 170 
 171 

C. Administration –  172 

1.   Town Square Park Dripline Irrigation Proposal 173 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Council, at its April 15, 2025 meeting, reviewed cost estimates 174 

for installing an irrigation system in the north half of Town Square Park.  At that time, the Council 175 

requested staff to obtain a cost estimate for a dripline irrigation system to serve both the existing and 176 

planned plantings along the eastern edge of the park.   The price quote from All Outdoors LLC for a 177 

dripline irrigation system for the existing and planned plantings along the eastern edge of the park.   178 

The cost of the system is $5,900 which includes the cost of plumbing work to provide the valves and 179 

backflow preventer required to provide the necessary pressure in the driplines. The proposal also 180 

includes an option for oversized piping and wiring at a cost of $400 to enable a reduced cost if the 181 

system was to be expanded in the future.  The costs would be funded from the Park Reserve Fund. 182 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the dripline irrigation system proposal for Town 183 

Square Park from All Outdoors LLC at a cost of $6,300.00. Passed 5-0.  184 

 185 

2.   Town Square Park Landscaping Phase 2 Proposal 186 

Administrator Moorse stated that in 2024, the Council approved a proposal from Horticulture for 187 

Phase I of plantings along the east edge of Town Square Park.  Phase I extended from the north 188 

boundary of the park to the restroom area.  The proposed cost of Phase II, which would extend to the 189 

southern boundary of the park, is $8,855.   190 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the proposal from Horticulture for Phase II 191 

of the plantings along the eastern edge of Town Square Park, in the amount of $8,855.  Passed 192 

5-0.  193 

 194 

3.   Draft Deer Management Plan  195 

Administrator Moorse stated that deer management is something the NRGC is discussing.  The topic 196 

will be put on a work session agenda.   197 

 198 

4 City Administrator Attendance at League of Minnesota Cities Annual Conference 199 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to approve the City Administrators’ attendance at the 200 

League of MN Cities annual conference.  Passed 5-0.  201 

 202 

5. Schedule Work Sessions  203 

Will be scheduled  204 

 205 

6. City logo  206 

The existing logo that is on file is a low quality resolution.   207 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to authorize to work with a designer to create a high 208 

resolution version of the current logo. Passed 5-0. 209 

 210 

D. Committee Reports –   211 
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1. Public Works – no report 212 

2. Personnel – no report  213 

3. Parks –  no report  214 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – The commission is continuing to work on the  215 

website links and has ordered signs for the walking tour. The Chair is moving out of town and there 216 

will be an opening on the commission.    217 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – The committee is doing the annual water testing, and had a 218 

discussion about PFAS.  219 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 220 

7. Police Services Liaisons – At the last meeting the group discussed speed, roosters, dangerous dog, 221 

and the 40th & Manning gate.   222 

 223 

11.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 224 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – Had an inquiry about 20 acres being used as garden plots, also ques-225 

tions about flag policy at city hall.   226 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –  no report 227 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – The Afton Area Business Association had questions about unoccupied 228 

buildings.  229 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – Asked about a site visit update for the Lake Edith property.  230 

E. Mayor Palmquist – The community PFAS meeting was well attended.   231 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 232 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 233 

 234 

12.  ADJOURN 235 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0   236 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM.  237 

 238 

 239 

 240 

Respectfully submitted by: 241 

 242 

    JY  243 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 244 

 245 

 246 

Approved by Council June 17 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      X______ 247 

 248 

 249 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 250 


