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  May 17, 2022  6 
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7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins,(via 16 

zoom) .  A Quorum was present.  Absent was Stan Ross (excused).  17 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho (via 18 

Zoom)   19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Move item 9c2 to Engineering Report 22 

Move item 9c6 closed session to item 10 H 23 

 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist To approve the agenda for the May 17, 2022 Regular City 24 

Council meeting with changes noted above.  Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    27 

A. Minutes of the April 19, 2022 Regular City Council meeting 28 

B.  Minutes of the April 25, 2022 City Council Work Session 29 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson To approve the minutes of the April 19, 2022 Regular City Council 30 

meeting and the April 25, 2022 City Council Work Session. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.   31 

 32 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT – 33 

 Theresa Rademacher, 57th St, asked when their road is scheduled to be re-paved.  Other roads in the area 34 

were done and theirs was not.   35 

 36 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 37 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  38 

Deputy was present, stated that traffic volume is up with the nicer weather.  39 

Mayor Palmquist has received calls about loud music from vehicles and motorcycles.  40 

 41 

B.  City Accountants Budget Report  42 

Report in packet, Kim was present for questions.    43 

 44 

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report 45 

  Council member Nelson reported they are working on bylaws.  46 

 47 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 48 

A. Just and Correct Claims 49 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – APRIL  - Resolution 2022-28 50 

Motion/Second   Palmquist/Wroblewski To approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-28.  51 

Roll Call:  all aye, passed 4-0.  52 

 53 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 54 

A. Planning Commission Report   55 

1.  Please Note: Based on a request from the applicants to delay the consideration of their application to 56 

the June 21 Council meeting, the Thomas and Joalyce O’Connor Variance Application for a New House 57 

on the River Road Property with the Property ID numbers 22.028.20.22.0012 and 22.028.20.44.0013, 58 
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Located Directly South of 3786 River Road will not be considered at the May 17 Council meeting, but 59 

will be considered at the June 21 Council meeting.   60 

 61 

2.  Five Oaks Farm Request for Amendment to Resolution Approving Subdivision at 120 and 502 62 

Stagecoach Trail – Resolution 2022-29 63 

Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission unanimously voted to recommend denial with 1 64 

abstention.  65 

Tom Radio, representative for the applicant was present. He stated the applicant would like to 66 

potentially subdivide large lot for a second residence as a guest home. Shared driveway ordinance was 67 

passed after initial request which would have allowed this if in place at the time.  68 

Council member Wroblewski stated the original resolution was to be recorded by in 2019, still not 69 

recorded.  70 

Council member Nelson will abstain from voting.   71 

Mayor Palmquist stated the subdivision is for a guest house. The same amount of land will be donated 72 

to Belwin.  73 

Council member Wroblewski stated the planning commission noted that concessions were made for the 74 

original resolution. Condition was that it not be subdivided. Should have been recorded, code doesn’t 75 

allow 2 residential structures on one parcel. Increase property value not a valid reason. Would rather 76 

amend code than work around. We are being asked to change for future. Asking for amendment for 77 

something that’s not happening right now. Not a good argument stick with original decision. She agrees 78 

with PC decision to deny.  79 

Mayor Palmquist noted that 140 acres will be permanently protected by Belwin. Lots will remain under 80 

same owner. 81 

Council member Nelson stated this is not to maximize profit. This is a unique property. This is what the 82 

comp plan calls for.  Owner is trying to do the right thing, environmentalist.  83 

Council member Perkins stated that a large amount of land protected by Belwin, aligns with those goals.  84 

Council member Wroblewski stated there are others in Afton would like to build a second dwelling on 85 

large property, would like to change ordinance.  86 

Administrator Moorse suggested addition language “All conditions that are a prerequisite to 87 

recording must be met, and the subdivision must be recorded with the county within six months 88 

of approval of this resolution.”  89 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve Resolution 2022-29 regarding the Five Oaks Family 90 

Farm request for amendment to Resolution 2020-13 that approved a subdivision at 120 and 502 91 

Stagecoach Trail, with additional condition listed above.  Roll Call:  2 aye, 1 nay (Wroblewski), 1 92 

abstain (Nelson).  Passed 2-1-1. 93 

 94 

3.  Ordinance Amendment to Clarify Timeline for Implementation of a Variance – Ordinance 01-2022 95 

Council member Wroblewski suggested adding “subject to denial” language to the last paragraph.   96 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve Ordinance 01-2022 clarifying the timeline for 97 

implementation of a variance. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.  98 

 99 

4.  Groundwater Protection Workshop Update 100 

Angie Hong did an informational presentation at the last meeting. The planning commission will be 101 

discussing further next month.   102 

 103 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 104 

1.  Project updates 105 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, provided a brief update. The bridge project will begin after school is 106 

out.  107 

 108 
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C.  Administration – 109 

1.  Legal Services RFP Process Update 110 

Administrator Moorse provided an update on the process.  Two interviews for prosecution services will 111 

be held next Monday.  112 
 113 

2.  Planning for Street Improvements  114 

The Public Works committee discussed doing a street tour. Next major improvements are according to 115 

the street plan. 55th & 57th St are listed as third priority.   116 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, suggested reviewing the list and road conditions and seeing if the schedule 117 

still makes sense. 118 

Ken looked at 57th; would want to look at doing a crack seal until we can do an overlay.  119 

Staff will look at 57th and evaluate for crack seal this year.   120 
 121 

3.  Planning Commission Member Attendance 122 

Administrator Moorse stated there has been concern about regularity of attendance. The Planning 123 

Commission has nine members.  In recent years, there have been a number of instances when only five 124 

members were in attendance, which is the minimum number required for the necessary quorum to hold 125 

a meeting.  In one instance, a quorum of members was not going to be present and the meeting was 126 

canceled.   127 

Chair Kopitzke explained that the policy is 1 unexcused, 3 excused absences per year.  128 

Attorney Knaak suggested looking at attendance records back to January 2020. 129 

 130 

4.  Broadband Grant Application Update 131 

Administrator Moorse and Council member Ross are continuing to work with Comcast regarding a 132 

grant application to serve four underserved areas.   Issues related to construction costs higher than 133 

estimated and the lack of easements for the installation of the cable continue to delay finalizing the 134 

project plan and completing the application.   135 

 136 

5.  Schedule Work Session   137 

Work session will be held on Monday, May 23.  138 
 139 

D. Committee Reports –   140 

1. Public Works – no report  141 

2. Personnel – no report  142 

3. Parks – Wroblewski reported that the Meadow Ridge project is moving along. Committee is also 143 

working on bike maps and other projects.   144 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – several design reviews  145 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – Need to advertise for members   146 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – Looking at final data sets for mapping project  147 

7. Police Services Liaisons – focused on speed detail   148 

  149 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 150 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – asked about crosswalk status (working with county)  151 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – no report  152 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – absent  153 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report  154 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report  155 

F. City Attorney Knaak – no report   156 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report  157 

H.  Closed Session to discuss pending litigation  158 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

May 17, 2022 

4 
 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to move to a closed session to discuss legal matters. Roll call: all 159 

aye, passed 4-0.  160 

 161 

Closed session began at 8:59 p.m.  162 

 163 

 164 

11.  ADJOURN 165 

 Meeting adjourned   166 

 167 

 168 

 169 

 170 

Respectfully submitted by: 171 

 172 

      173 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 174 

 175 

 176 

 177 

Approved by Council June 21, 2022 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 178 

 179 

 180 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 181 


