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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

S

May 16, 2023
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.
THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.
ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins
(via Zoom for part of the meeting) & Stan Ross. A quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney
Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse, Planning Consultant Clair Michelson
APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Add item 7d “update from watershed”
Item 9c1 continued to June
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the May 16, 2023 Regular City Council
meeting. All aye, passed 4-0.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Minutes of the April 18, 2023 City Council Meeting
B. Minutes of the April 17, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve the minutes of the April 18 City Council meeting and the
April 17 Work Session. All aye, passed 5-0.
PUBLIC INPUT —
Bob Dickie 15887 35" St; stated the weekend traffic and behavior on the roads are out of order. Problems
occur in the afternoon and weekends. Another speed limit sign is needed closer in town before the coulee.
Sandy Whalen St Croix Tr; stated her concerns on the behavior and traffic on the street. witnessed speeding
and dangerous driving in town.
REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Report
The Deputy present stated the staff will be discussing the issue of traffic and what other steps can be
taken. He encouraged residents to call 911 if unsafe driving is seen to get the incident on the record.

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Report in packet.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

D. Watershed report
Not present, a handout was provided

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — April - Resolution 2023-20

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-20. Roll call: All
aye, passed 5-0.
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9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Planning Commission Report

1. Susan Herreid Variance Application at 4524 River Road South to Enable a Porch to be Constructed at
the Front Entrance of the House — Resolution 2023-21
Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application which is to enable a porch to be built on the front
of the house. The Planning Commission recommended approval with the condition that the DNR be
able to comment prior to final approval.
Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2023-21 approving the variance application at
4524 River Road S. to enable a front porch to be built to restore the home to it’s original historic
look. Roll call: all aye, Passed 5-0.

Council member Perkins left the meeting

2. Suzanne Jaochico Conditional Use Permit for a Type C Short Term Home Rental License at 12740
22nd Street South — Resolution 2023-22

Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application. Public comments were received from the
neighbors who expressed concerns about trespassing on adjacent property as well as recreational vehicle
use. The Planning Commission recommended approval with additional conditions restricting access to
the agricultural fields on the property, prohibiting recreational vehicle use, and prohibiting firearm use.
Claire Michelson, Planning Consultant, stated the additional conditions and a CUP make it easier for the
city to take enforcement action if there are issues or violations.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-22 approving a Conditional Use Permit
for a Type C short term home rental as amended. Roll call: all aye, Passed 4-0.

3. Xcel Energy Conditional Use Permit to Install a Permanent Staging Area at the Existing Substation
Site at 12511 Hudson Road South — Resolution 2023-23

Chair Kopitzke stated that no comments were received at the public hearing and the commission
recommended approval.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2023-23 approving the Xcel Energy
Conditional Use Permit to install a permanent staging area at the existing substation at 12511
Hudson Road S. Roll call: all aye, Passed 4-0.

4. Groundwater Protection

Chair Kopitzke reported that at the May meeting the Planning Commission agreed to pursue efforts to
ensure unused wells are capped, reduce the use of pesticides and lawn chemicals, and improve their
understanding of how high capacity wells are regulated.

B. Engineering Report —

1. 2023 Crack fill Project
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to authorize staff to obtain bids for the 2023 crack fill project.
Passed 4-0.

2. 2023 Street Patching Needs
Jeff Pearson reported that there are some areas that need patching, price quotes were just received this
morning. Roads identified were 45", 50" 57" and Oakgreen.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to obtain quotes and complete surface patching of pavement
identified. Passed 4-0.

3. 30th Street Speed Limit or Additional Signage
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109 Jeff Pearson stated a request was received to examine the speed limit west of Trading Post Trail to
110 Nybeck. Staff will look into the issue and have a recommendation for the June meeting.
111
112 4. Update Regarding RFP Process for Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator
113 A public works committee meeting will be held to clarify the proposals that were received.
114
115 5. Project Updates
116 none
117
118 C. Administration —
119 1. James Gehrke Variance Application at 3561 St. Croix Trail — Resolution 2023-24
120 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to continue item to June meeting. Passed 4-0.
121
122 2. Adoption of 2040 Comprehensive Plan with Amendment to Allow Two Dwelling Units in
123 Commercial Buildings in the VHS-C District — Resolution 2023-25
124 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-25 regarding the approval of the final
125 2040 Comprehensive Plan with the amendment to allow two dwelling units in commercial
126 buildings in the VHS-C Zone. Roll call: All aye, Passed 4-0.
127
128 3. Middle St. Croix Regional Trail Route Recommendation — Resolution 2023-26
129 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt Resolution 2023-26 in support of the recommended
130 route for the Middle St. Croix Regional Trail, including the interim and long-range route
131 segments. Roll call: All aye, Passed 4-0.
132
133 4. Fee Schedule Ordinance Update — Ordinance 03-2023
134 Administrator Moorse stated that the council, at a work session, discussed a number of updates to the
135 fee schedule for illegal connection to the sewer system and also penalties for failure to connect to the
136 sewer system by the deadline. The properties that are connected to the system pay monthly fees to cover
137 the operation costs and to also enable funding for repairs and replacement of equipment. A property that
138 is not connected to the system by December 31, 2024 should be required to pay a penalty fee that is at
139 least similar to the monthly fee it would be paying if it was connected. If the property continues to
140 delay the connection, the City will need to make the connection and assess the cost to the property
141 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt Ordinance 03-2023 updating the fee schedule.
142 Mayor Palmquist noted that the increased fees are to recoup direct and indirect costs as stated above.
143 Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.
144
145 5. Draft Solar Energy Ordinance Amendment
146 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to send the draft solar energy ordinance amendment to the
147 Planning Commission. Passed 4-0.
148
149 6. Draft Exterior Storage Ordinance Amendment
150 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to send the draft exterior storage ordinance amendment to the
151 Planning Commission. Passed 4-0.
152
153 7. Draft Shoreland and Riverway Ordinance Amendments
154 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to send the draft shoreland and riverway ordinance
155 amendment to the Planning Commission. Passed 4-0.
156
157 8. WCD Street Sweeping Grant Agreement
158 Administrator Moorse stated that Ken Johnson, Public Works Supervisor, has been working with the
159 Washington Conservation District on a grant application to provide funding to enable the City to do
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D.

more street sweeping in the spring and fall to reduce the amount of phosphorus that gets into lakes and
streams. The grant application has been successful and a grant agreement is in the process of being
prepared for the Council’s consideration.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to authorize staff to execute grant agreement when received from
the Washington Conservation District for additional street sweeping. Passed 4-0.

9. Schedule Council Work Sessions
Work sessions will be scheduled in May or early June.

Committee Reports —
1. Public Works — Council member Ross stated the road project was previously covered by Jeff. Mayor
Palmquist reported there have been reports of brush being turned away from county dump site be-
cause the people are using commercial trucks. If residents are paying a contractor, the contractor
cannot dump there.
Personnel —. Will have a report at the next meeting
3. Parks — Council member Wroblewski reported they are working on Town Square Park plan and

clean up along with other things.

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

N

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Mayor Palmquist reported they had a presentation from the
watershed district at their last meeting.
6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — Council member Wroblewski reported they had discussions on vehicle
noise and traffic in town. Regarding parking on Putnam bridge, additional signage is requested.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to authorize staff to install corrective signage on Put-
nam as needed. Passed 4-0.

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — busty with 4" of July planning
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Radio — The easement at Afton Creek Preserve has been signed
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adjourn. All aye, Passed 4-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:38 pm.
Respectfully submitted by:
Y
Julie Yoho, City Clerk
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Approved by Council June 20, 2023 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

X

Amended:

Date




