
April 2025 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY MEETINGS 
April 1, 2025 

Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

 

April 7, 2025  

Planning Commission 

7:00 PM  

 

April 9, 2025 

Heritage Preservation Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

April 14, 2025  

Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

April 15, 2025 

City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 
Public Participation Via Zoom Will Continue 

to be Available for City Council and Planning 

Commission Meetings.   

Information on how to join the meetings will 

be posted on the City website along with the 

agenda and meeting  packet.   

 

City Council 
 

Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

 

CITY HALL 

651-436-5090 

City Website 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 
Important Numbers 

 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-248-5103 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

City of Afton Dashboard 

A Summary of Current Happenings 
 

 The city will be holding a public information meeting regarding PFAS in the east 

metro area groundwater on May 7.  Please see the short article in this Newsletter 

for more information. 

 

 Washington County is leading a long term planning process for a new regional trail 

that would provide a connection between the Battle Creek Regional Park in Maple-

wood and the St. Croix River in Afton.  The planning process, which is expected to 

take about a year, will provide numerous opportunities for public input.   The first 

opportunity is an open house scheduled for Monday, April 21st from 4-6pm at 

Woodbury City Hall (8301 Valley Creek Rd, Woodbury, MN 55125).  

 

 The Council approved a Pollinator Pathways Project Plan at city hall that will re-

place invasive vegetation just west of the city hall building with native trees, shrubs 

and perennials.  The cost of the project will be funded through a grant, which will 

be matched by volunteer labor for the removal of the existing invasive vegetation, 

as well as seeding, planting and watering. 

METAL & TIRE RECYCLING DAY 

Metal and Tire Recycling Day is scheduled for Saturday, May 17, 2025 at the City 

Garage, 1675 Stagecoach Trail.  9:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.   

Residents must unload their own vehicles— come prepared to unload.  

 

 SCRAP METAL includes swing sets, bicycles, metal toys, etc.   (NO appliances 

are allowed.)  All fabric, rubber, wood, fluids, and anything else that is not 

metal must be removed. 

 TIRES must be off the rims (metal rims can be recycled). Tire size is limited 

to your ability to lift them.  NO large tires such as tractor tires. This is for 

personal disposal only. No commercial supplies of tires. 

 

PLEASE BE AWARE: A MAXIMUM OF 4 TIRES PER HOUSESHOLD WILL BE AC-

CEPTED. EXCEPTIONS TO THIS MAY BE CONSIDERED BUT RESIDENTS MUST 

CONTACT CITY HALL PRIOR TO THE EVENT IF THEY ARE REQUESTING TO BRING 

MORE THAN 4 TIRES.  

 

Please be patient and cooperate with staff by following their direction in lining up and 

unloading your metal items and tires.  
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The city has been notified of several incidents involving unattended dogs recently. In one case, Washington County Deputies responded 

because it resulted in injuries. Another was not as severe but serious none-the-less. We have also heard about dogs simply wandering 

without their owners and interacting with people walking their own dogs on leashes. By City ordinance, dogs are required to be confined 

to their owner’s property unless they are on a leash or are under effective voice command. State statute requires all dogs to have a cur-

rent rabies vaccination. There is some confusion about what happened when the city enacted the dog and cat license requirement a few 

years ago (prior to that time the city did not require pet licenses) and the subsequent removal of the licensing requirement last year. The 

ordinances and state laws referenced above were not impacted by any licensing requirement. The licensing was in addition to these exist-

ing laws. As I wrote the month the decision was made to remove the licensing requirement, it was initially enacted in some measure to 

potentially avoid the large costs of getting a pet back that had been picked up by animal control. When neighbors found stray pets they 

often called city hall. It was hoped that we would be able to assist people in getting their pets back before they went to the pound. But it 

in no way changed any of the rules regarding responsible pet ownership. 

 

Please make sure your dogs are securely confined when on your property and under control any time you are with them away from your 

home. The sheriff enforces these laws, including laws related to dangerous or potentially dangerous dogs. In the more serious recent 

incident the dog has been quarantined and the Sheriff’s Department is investigating the incident to determine whether to designate the 

dog as a dangerous dog. It is up to all of us to ensure that when our neighbors are walking their dogs, or out with their children, they will 

not encounter a situation which is dangerous or causes them to feel unsafe. 

 

-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

Afton Museum Speaker Series 
3165 St. Croix Trail S, Afton, MN 55001 

 

Diane Jarvi, Musician and Poet  

Brings together musical & literary traditions of Finland; the kantele – their nation-

al instrument, her own poetry & poems from the epic folk poetic work - The 

Kalevala. 

Thursday, May 15, 2025 

6:30 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

Light refreshments & beverages served 

Wine donated by Swirl Wine of Afton 

Free event, Museum donations appreciated 

RSVP by May 12: 651-346-9494  

or linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com  

 

 

Angie Hong, Water Education Senior Specialist  

Presentation on Wetlands in our Community, followed by Q&A 

Thursday, June 5, 2025 

6:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m. 

Light refreshments served 

Free event, Museum donations appreciated 

RSVP by June 2, 2025 to: 651-346-9494  

or linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 

 

For information on giving a presentation, contact  

Leslie Thomas at 

leslie@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com 

PFAS Public Information Meeting  
A public information meeting about Per- and 

polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS)  in the east metro 

area groundwater will be held at Memorial Luther-

an Church on Wednesday, May 7 from 5:30—

8:00 PM.  

 

There will be a Q&A session and a presentation by 

MPCA (Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and 

MDH (Minnesota Department of Health)  

 

 Meeting Schedule is as follows:  

• 5:30pm Table Q&A (open house format) 

• 6:00pm presentations from MPCA/MDH, 

followed by facilitated Q&A 

• 7:00pm – any remaining questions back at 

tables 

• 8:00pm - close 
 

mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
mailto:linda@aftonhistoricalmuseum.com
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Meeting Highlights 
 

The March 3, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting was canceled 

due to lack of agenda items.  

 

March 18, 2025 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Discussed the Valley Creek Trail reclamation project.  

• Approved the Pollinators Pathway Project along the west side of City Hall.  

• Discussed the Parks Committee recommendations regarding Town Square Park 

irrigation.  

  
MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 

Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
 

Frog Walk 

April 22, 2025 

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Belwin Main Office 

 
Frog Walk 

May 5, 2025 

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Belwin Main Office 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. Afton MN 55001 
 

Belwin Bison Festival Fun Run 5K 

May 17, 2025 

9:00 am: Runners check-in 

9:45 am: Runners line up 

10:00 am: 5k starts 

Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields 

 

Belwin Bison Festival 

May 17, 2025 

10:00 am - 2:00 pm Festival 

Lucy Winton Bell Athletic Fields 

 

Frog Walk 

May 19, 2025 

7:30 pm - 9:00 pm 

Belwin Main Office 

1553 Stagecoach Tr. Afton MN 55001 

 

For details and registration contact:  
 

Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Celebrate Earth Day with Us! 
 

Join us for a special free video presentation by Dr. Doug Tallamy of Homegrown 

National Park, plus a live talk from Starry Skies North. Learn how to support polli-

nators and beneficial insects by planting native and reducing light pollution. A Q&A 

session and free native plant handouts will be available. 

Thursday, April 24, 2025 

6:30 – 7:45 PM 

Memorial Lutheran Church, Afton 

Presented by the Afton Parks Committee and Afton Natural Resources and 

Groundwater Committee in cooperation with Memorial Lutheran Church. Can't 

attend? You can watch the video portion of the event on HNPark.org. 

Washington County 2025 Shredding Events  
Washington County will offer six shredding events in 2025, alternating be-

tween two locations: The North Environmental Center in Forest Lake and 

the South Environmental Center in Woodbury.  

Documents will be shredded on-site by Shred Right and recycled. Limit of six 

boxes weighing no more than 30 pounds per box.  

 

New for 2025: Shredding events will only be open to residents and busi-

nesses of Washington County. Proof of residency will be required. 

 

Upcoming Events 

Wednesday, April 16 | 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

South Environmental Center, 4039 Cottage Grove Drive,  Woodbury 

  

Thursday, May 15 | 8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.  

North Environmental Center 6065 Headwaters Pkwy., Forest Lake  

 

For details:  https://www.washingtoncountymn.gov/3031/Shredding-Events 

Environmental Center Phone: 651-275-7475  

http://www.belwin.org
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tGwSJa3nXvxu4Bbn8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/gqJ8H2MHBvaovJFy7
tel:6512757475
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

www.ci.afton.mn.us  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
Library Closure Date: 

Wednesday April 16 for Staff Training 

 

Did you know your Washington County 

Library card provides access to the Kanopy 

free movie and television show digital stream-

ing service? We’re excited to announce that 

Washington County Library has added 

Kanopy to our online collection. Kanopy 

provides a library of over 33,000 movies and 

television shows for all ages. For more infor-

mation, go to https://www.washcolib.org/533/

Digital-Library  
 

For Adults: 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of every month. 

The title selection for the Thursday April 

24th meeting is “Homeland Elegies” by Ayad 

Akhtar.  

 

Do you need help with a technology issue? 

Register for 30 minutes of dedicated one on 

one help with a Valley Library staff member. 

Technology help is offered on the third 

Thursday of every month. Registration is 

required.    

 

For Teens:  

Life Skills for Young Adults series at the RH 

Stafford Library in Woodbury. Presented by 

UMN 4-H Extension - Life Skills: Housing will 

be presented on Thursday April 10th 5:30

-7:00pm where youth, ages 14-18, will learn 

how to get your first apartment, how to navi-

gate dorm room living, and how to address 

conflicts with roommates and land-

lords. Registration is required.     

 

For Kids:  

Every Monday 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

Monday, April 14th 10:30-11:00  Music 

and Movement Storytime 

Thursday, April 10th 6:00 pm   

Pajama storytime 

Saturday, April 5th  & April 26th 

Kid Builders 

Thursday, April 10th  3:45-5:00   Terrible 

Teddy Bear Workshop   Ages 4+ 

Saturday, April 19th   Take and 

Make:   Mini Accordion Nature Journal 

 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

 

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  

Well Water Sampling For 

June 2025 
The NRGC will once again be offering 

a program to test the well water for 

residents of Afton for Nitrates and 

Coliform bacteria.  Members of the 

NRGC will be on hand to collect sam-

ple bottles from Afton residents two 

Tuesday mornings in June.  Sample 

kits will be available in May.  Full de-

tails will follow in the next newsletter. 

Rinta Community Garden 
Several plots are still available at the Rinta Community Garden for 

the 2025 gardening season. If you are interested in a garden plot at 

Rinta, contact Afton City Hall or go to the Afton website for an 

application (Located under “Parks, Park Reservations & Special 

Events”).  Complete and return it to Afton City Hall.  

 

If you have additional questions, contact Barbara Ronningen at   

bjronningen@yahoo.com. 

Senator Judy Seeberger 

Town Hall 
Saturday, April 5th, 2025 

 10:30am-11:30am 

Afton City Hall 
 

All Afton and Senate District 41 resi-

dents are invited to attend the event. 

https://www.washcolib.org/533/Digital-Library
https://www.washcolib.org/533/Digital-Library

