
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  April 20, 2021 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was not recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan 17 

Ross.  A Quorum was present.  The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.   18 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, Planning Commission Chair 19 

Kris Kopitzke, City Clerk Julie Yoho 20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA – 22 

Add item: #14 “liability insurance”  23 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist To approve the agenda for the April 20, 2021 Regular City Council 24 

meeting with change noted.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  25 

 26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    27 
A.  Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski  to approve minutes of the following City Council Meetings: March 28 

16, 2021; February 25, 2021; March 25, 2021.  Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0.   29 

 30 
6.   PUBLIC INPUT – 31 

  None  32 

  33 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 34 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  35 

Written report in packet 36 

 37 

B.  Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report   38 

Tom Niedzwiecki provided an overview of the monthly financial reports.  39 

 40 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 41 

Kevin Johnson, LSCVFD, provided a presentation on the proposed fire benefit increase for the Relief 42 

Association, which is for the paid on-call fire fighters pension benefit.   43 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2021-35 approving an increase in the Lower 44 

St. Croix Valley Fire Relief Association general membership pension benefit level from $3,750 per 45 

year of service to $4,350 per year of service.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  46 
 47 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 48 
A.  Just and Correct Claims 49 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – March– Resolution 2021-28    50 

C. Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency – Resolution 2021-29 51 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve consent agenda including Resolution 2021-28 and 2021-52 

29. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 53 
 54 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS 55 

A.  Planning Commission Report   56 
1. FOC, LLC Application for Conditional Use Permit  57 
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Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the application, which is for a conditional use permit for a 58 

medical supply industrial building on lot 3 of the Afton Business Park subdivision. The Planning 59 

Commission recommended approval. The main concern was possible future expansion. Any expansion 60 

will require future approval.  61 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Planning Commission also discussed the buffer requirements, and 62 

open space vs. opaque screening.  On this particular site the southern boundary of the site backs up to a 63 

wooded wetland area and the eastern portion of the site will remain open space used for stormwater 64 

ponding and septic systems. The City Attorney has advised that the Council may waive the landscaped 65 

buffer area requirements for this application.   66 

Council member Wroblewski asked if there are any environmental considerations? 67 

Jon Whitcomb, company representative, stated that the products that will be stored here are medical 68 

device kits. Nothing of a sensitive nature that will be in the building. The height ordinance requirements 69 

will be met as written.  70 

Mayor Palmquist suggested waiving the buffer space requirement for this application.   71 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2021-31 approving the FOC LLC application 72 

for a Conditional Use Permit for a medical supply industrial building on lot 3 of the Afton business 73 

park subdivision in the southeast quadrant of Hudson Road and Manning Avenue; and to waive, 74 

for this proposal, the I-IC District requirements related to a buffer yard adjacent to property zoned 75 

for industrial use, based on the Council’s review of the buffer. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 76 
 77 

2.  Landscape Buffer Requirements in Industrial Zones 78 

Chair Kopitze stated that the Planning Commission discussed the landscape buffer requirements in the 79 

industrial zones at the April meeting.  The Planning Commission agreed that the buffer requirements 80 

need to be reviewed, both in relation to their appropriateness and purpose, and in terms of providing 81 

proper screening for a building.   Requiring 50’ may be too much in between industrial lots, as long as it 82 

is not a sea of asphalt.  83 

Administrator Moorse will develop draft ordinance language considering how much screening is needed 84 

based on use, and taking under consideration locations where natural buffers may already exist.  85 

  86 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 87 

1.  Project Updates 88 

City Engineer, Jeff Pearson provided an update: The Croixview turn-around construction will be starting 89 

next week. Resident letters have been sent. The 2021 pavement project letters go out tomorrow; project 90 

will start the first week in May, finish in June.  91 

Council member Ross would like to attend the meeting with the contractors when it is scheduled. 92 

 93 

C.  Administration – 94 
1. Afton Creek Preserve Letter of Credit reduction  95 

Administrator Moorse stated that the developer has requested a reduction in the Letter of Credit. The 96 

City Engineer has reviewed the request and the value of the completed improvements, and has provided 97 

a recommendation regarding a reduction in the Letter of Credit.  The recommendation is to reduce the 98 

amount of the Letter of Credit from $602,477.03 to $489,000, based on the on-going need for erosion 99 

control, the need to resolve the easement issue for the outlet under 60th Street, the need to install the 100 

final wear course on the internal roads and the need to complete restoration work on Outlots A and B.  101 

This request does not include the separate $358,800 Letter of Credit that is in place in relation to the 102 

paving of 60th Street.   103 

Council member Wroblewski has a list of items that still need to be addressed:  104 

 Denmark Twsp easement 105 

 Pond #5 overflow area is holding water, while large pond is dry  106 

 Outlots A & B require work for habitat restoration  107 

 prairie restoration work status 108 
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 Plan for mowed paths  109 

 Farm implement/debris on border of Graham property 110 

 60th St paving 111 

 Odell pavement cracking due to construction traffic.  112 

Council member Nelson stated that we need to see progress on the checklist. Is there enough money to 113 

take care of these items? 114 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that this is the beginning of the construction season; could wait a 115 

month and see if these items get completed.  116 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski move to deny request for reduction in the Afton Creek Preserve 117 

Letter of Credit until more of these items are completed.   118 

Council member Perkins would like a timeline of when these things will be done.  119 

Mayor Palmquist agreed, would like to wait a month for a better timeline.   120 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  121 

 122 

2.  Final Plat for St Joseph Pines subdivision at 680 Neal Ave  123 

A. Final Plat 124 

B. Developer Agreement  125 

The final plat is for three lots.     126 

Council member Wroblewski asked about septic at current home – should it be inspected? (add 127 

condition), also park dedication fee.  128 

Administrator Moorse stated that any future subdivision will require a new process, a park fee would be 129 

due at that time, due to new lot creation.  130 

Mayor Palmquist stated that there will be three lots, one has an existing house. Park fee should be 131 

$20,000.  132 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve Resolution 2021-31 approving the final plat for the  133 

St. Joseph Pines (Carley Sonnen) subdivision of 40 acres of land at 680 Neal Avenue with added 134 

condition that the septic of existing home be inspected.   135 

Council member Perkins asked about road and extension costs (developer will pay for) 136 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   137 

 138 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve Resolution 2021-32 approving the Developers 139 

Agreement for the final plat for the St. Joseph Pines (Carley Sonnen) subdivision of 40 acres of 140 

land at 680 Neal Avenue.   141 

Palmquist amend to change park dedication fee $20,000 from $30,000 in both the Final Plat and 142 

the Developers Agreement. (accepted) Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.   143 

 144 

3.  Lumberyard Pub Liquor License  145 

The Lumberyard Pub is under new ownership, which requires a new liquor license.  The Sheriff’s 146 

Department has conducted background investigations on each new owner and the new general manager 147 

and no negative results were found.  The applicants are planning to open May 1.   148 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the application for a new liquor license for the 149 

Lumberyard Pub, located at 3121 St. Croix Trail.   150 

Council member Nelson told the owners to be aware of neighbors concerns about noise.  151 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   152 
 153 

4.  Oakgreen Ave repairs  154 

Administrator Moorse stated that Oakgreen Ave. has five large areas where the pavement is in poor 155 

condition.   156 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to repair Oakgreen Ave. at a cost not to exceed $28,000.00.  157 

Council member Ross stated this area was repaired last year also.  158 

Mayor Palmquist asked when is the road scheduled for complete redo?  159 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

April 20, 2021 

4 
 

Council member Ross stated the plan is in 4 years.   160 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.    161 
 162 

5.  Safe Critter Crossing  163 

Administrator Moorse provided background information:  The Council has discussed working with 164 

Washington County to create a safe way for wildlife to cross St. Croix Trail north of the City Hall at the 165 

bridge over Valley Creek.  The project will involve working through the requirements of a number of 166 

agencies with regulatory authority related to Valley Creek.   167 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross  to adopt Resolution 2021-33 in support of a safe critter crossing 168 

where St. Croix Trail crosses Valley Creek.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 169 
 170 

6.  Fair Housing month proclamation  171 

Motion/Second Pamlquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2021-34 proclaiming April, 2021 as 172 

Fair Housing Month in Afton.  Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0. 173 

 174 

7.  Complaint form response workflow development  175 

Administrator Moorse stated there is currently a complaint form in Laserfiche that enables complaints to 176 

be documented.  Laserfiche can also be used to develop a workflow program that automates the 177 

documenting and tracking of complaints from the receipt of a complaint to its resolution.  178 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to authorize Cities Digital to develop a workflow program that 179 

automates the documenting and tracking of complaints, at a cost not to exceed $1,000.   Roll call: 180 

All aye, passed 5-0.  181 

 182 

8.  Town Square Park Aeration and overseeding  183 

The grass in Town Square Park is generally not in good condition.  A relatively low cost option to 184 

improve the grass is to aerate and overseed.   185 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to approve the Tri County Services price quote of $1,000 for aeration 186 

and overseeding of Town Square Park. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 187 

 188 

9.  Replenish safety wood chips for Town Square Park play equipment area 189 

The woodchips that provide a safe play surface for the playground equipment in Town Square Park 190 

periodically need to be replenished.  Staff has obtained two price quotes for 90 cubic yards of 191 

woodchips.   192 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to authorize replenishing of the wood chips for the playground 193 

equipment in Town Square Park at a cost not to exceed $2,034.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  194 
 195 

10.  Additional trash containers in the Old Village 196 

Administrator Moorse stated that staff would like to place two trash containers in the Old Village.  One 197 

would be located near the bench adjacent to the sidewalk on St. Croix Trail in Steamboat Park.  The 198 

other would be placed in the parking lot of the Afton Historical Museum.  Because there is one trash 199 

container available for this use, one additional container would need to be purchased at a cost of 200 

approximately $600. These trash containers would be used only during the non-winter months and 201 

would be periodically emptied by the seasonal maintenance staff.  202 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to authorize the purchase of a trash container to be placed in the 203 

Old Village, at a cost of $600.   Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   204 
 205 

11.  Tree removals in city right of way 206 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: There are two trees that are dead or dying in 207 

City right-of-way in the Old Village area.  While the City’s policy is generally not to remove dead trees 208 

from the right-of-way, exceptions have been made in the Old Village if the tree could be hazardous to 209 

adjacent structures.   One is a dead tree at 3329 Pennington Avenue that has a stem leaning toward a 210 
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shed on a neighboring property and another stem leaning toward a healthy burr oak.  Tri County has 211 

provided a price quote of $1300 to remove the tree, or $500 if the neighboring property owners want to 212 

take the wood.     213 

The second tree is a willow tree in the City’s right-of-way adjacent to the southwest corner of the Baglio 214 

property at 3290 St. Croix Trail.  The tree has been trimmed in the past, because it is under a powerline.   215 

Because it is under a powerline, Tri County did not provide a price quote,  SavATree has provided a 216 

price quote of $1,500 plus $150 to grind the stump.   217 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve removal of the dead or dying trees on City right-of-218 

way adjacent to the property at 3290 St. Croix Trail and adjacent to the property at 3329 219 

Pennington Avenue.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   220 
 221 

12.  2021 Pay adjustments  222 

The annual pay adjustments for City staff are generally based on the level of pay adjustments being 223 

provided by other cities in the metro area, and particularly the east metro area, to enable Afton’s pay 224 

levels to remain competitive with other cities.  Staff has obtained survey information regarding 2021 pay 225 

adjustments in the metro area, and particularly in the east metro area.  The information indicates that 226 

almost all cities are providing pay adjustments of 3.0%.   227 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve pay adjustment of 3.0% for 2021, effective March 1, 228 

2021, for the City Clerk, Office Assistant, Public Works Supervisor and seasonal staff. Roll call: 229 

All aye, passed 5-0.  230 
 231 

13.   Council chambers AV improvements 232 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the purchase of a second TV and two mounting 233 

brackets for the Council Chambers to install the two TV’s, as well as the additional equipment 234 

and installation costs from ZSystems, for a total cost of $3,000.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.   235 
 236 

14.  Liability insurance 237 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson move to not waive liability insurance limits.  Roll call: All aye, passed 238 

5-0.   239 
 240 

D. Committee Reports –   241 

1.  Public Works –  Council member Ross reported he is working with resident concerns on bridge 242 

#110 on Valley Creek.    243 

2.  Personnel – no report  244 

3.  Parks –   will be meeting on the 28th. Have been discussing pollinator project on Nybeck and on the 245 

levy. Baseball diamond was also discussed.  246 

4.  Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – last meeting discussed garage doors on the 247 

Lumberyard Pub expansion, and also reviewed industrial building design.  248 

5.  Natural Resources and Groundwater –    no report 249 

6.  Police Services Liaisons –   Council member Wroblewski discussed the traffic-calm trailer and 250 

signage. Council member Ross made a spreadsheet showing 6 areas in Afton for placement of the 251 

county speed wagon. There were issues with an airstrip – report was written. Mayor Palmquist had 252 

reports of excessive shooting. 253 

 254 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 255 

A.  Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – ongoing property line issue  256 

B.  Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –   no report  257 

C.  Ward 3 Council Member Ross –   pulling together history regarding the airstrip.   258 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –    There is farm equipment on roads now for next few weeks, put 259 

notice in newsletter.  260 

E.  Mayor Palmquist –   Will start to consider when to start in-person hybrid model. 261 
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F.   City Attorney Knaak – pursuing information on the airstrip issue  262 

G.  City Administrator Moorse – no report  263 

 264 

11.  ADJOURN 265 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0. 266 

  267 

Meeting adjourned at  9:28   PM 268 

 269 

 270 

Respectfully submitted by: 271 

 272 

    JY  273 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 274 

 275 
 276 

 277 

Approved by Council May 18, 2021 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      X______ 278 

 279 

 280 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 281 


