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4:30 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie 14 

Perkins.  A Quorum was present.  Also present were City Administrator Ron Moorse and City Attorney Tom 15 

Radio. 16 

 17 

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Wrtoblewski. To approve the agenda for the April 25, 2024 Special City Council 18 

Meeting.  Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.  19 

 20 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  21 

  22 

A. Xcel Energy Franchise Agreement Renewals 23 

Moorse explained that the City has an electric service franchise agreement and a gas franchise agreement with 24 

Northern States Power Company (now Xcel Energy).   The franchise agreements expire on August 17, 2024.    A 25 

key element of the franchise renewals is an update of the franchise fee schedule in the agreements.  The City can 26 

request an extension of the franchise agreements if the new agreements are not going to be approved by the 27 

expiration date.  Xcel Energy has provided updated templates for the franchise agreements. 28 

 29 

Moorse reported that staff had collected franchise fee schedules from local cities.  One city has fees tied to gross 30 

revenue (3% of gross revenue).  The others have flat fees.  All fee schedules have a very low fee for residential 31 

customers ($1 - $2/month) and some have somewhat higher fees for commercial customers and some have 32 

significantly higher fees for commercial customers ($25 to $50/month).   33 

 34 

The Council discussed the language requiring the relocation of powerlines if needed to enable a City public 35 

improvement project, and agreed that language should be added to require powerlines to be undergrounded when 36 

they are required to be relocated, particularly in the Old Village area.   37 

 38 

The Council directed staff to invite Kirstin Sersland, the Xcel Community Relations Manager-SE Metro, to attend 39 

the May 21 Council meeting to discuss the relocation/undergrounding language, and to request that Kirstin 40 

provide information regarding franchise fees in franchise agreements that were renewed in the past two years.  41 

 42 

Motion/Second: Ross/Perkins.  To direct staff to arrange for the Xcel Community Relations Manager to 43 

attend the May 21 Council meeting.  Roll Call:  All ayes. 44 

 45 

B. Proposal from Paolo Tagliaferri Regarding Baking and Selling Bread Under the Cottage Food 46 

Statute at 4953 Pheasant Court 47 
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Moorse reported that Paolo Tagliaferri, who lives at 4953 Pheasant Court, would like to be able to bake and sell 48 

bread at his home as allowed by the Cottage Food Statute.  The statute allows limited food preparation and sales 49 

in a home as follows.     50 

1. Prepare and sell only non-potentially hazardous food (such as baked goods, certain jams and jellies) 51 

and/or home canned pickles, vegetables, or fruits with a pH of 4.6 or lower OR a water activity of 0.85 or less. 52 

2. Deliver food directly to the ultimate consumer. The cottage food producer or their employee must be 53 

physically present during product sale or delivery. 54 

3. Sell from a private home, farmers’ market, community event, or on the internet. Cottage pet treats may 55 

also be shipped in the mail or by commercial delivery to the end user. 56 

4. Check with your local city, county, or township regarding business licensing or sales prohibitions due to 57 

zoning requirements. 58 

Moorse explained that the City’s regulations related to the proposed use are not fully clear.  The Home 59 

Occupation ordinance would allow the food preparation in the house, but no retail sales of goods are allowed as 60 

part of any home occupation.    61 

 62 

The Council discussed the following conditions under which cottage food sales could be allowed at a residential 63 

property.   64 

• Limit the amount of sales to the Tier 1 level in the statute, which is gross annual sales of about $7,600 65 

• Require an administrative permit that can be reviewed on a regular basis. 66 

Motion/second: Palmquist/Perkins.  To direct staff to draft an ordinance amendment to reflect the 67 

Council’s direction for the Council’s review at the May 21 Council meeting.  Roll Call:  All ayes. 68 

 69 

C. Engineering Services Request for Proposals 70 

The Council discussed the three firms that were interviewed to provide engineering services as the City Engineer.  71 

The Council agreed on the hiring of CBS Squared as the new City Engineer, with a transition period during which 72 

the current and new firm could overlap to ensure a smooth transition.  The Council also agreed that the Public 73 

Works Committee should meet soon with Tyler Hastings - the lead engineer and John Beckfield - the roads 74 

expert. 75 

Motion/Second: Nelson/Perkins.  To hire the firm of CBS Squared to provide engineering services as the 76 

City Engineer, with a contract similar to the contract with the current city engineer and approved by the 77 

City Attorney, and with a transition period during which there could be some overlap with the current 78 

firm. Roll Call:  All ayes. 79 

 80 

D. Levee Natural Vegetation Project Request for Proposals 81 

Moorse reported that four proposals were received for the Levee Native Vegetation Planting Project.  Elissa 82 

Thompson, of the Washington Conservation District, reviewed the bids and provided the attached review 83 

comments and a spreadsheet with an evaluation of the proposals based on a weighted set of evaluation criteria.  84 

Because Elissa has a conflict of interest related to one of the contractors, she has not provided a recommendation 85 

regarding the selection of a contractor.  Grant Jensen, the Parks Committee Chair, has reviewed the proposals and 86 

Elissa’s comments and evaluation spreadsheet, and is recommending the selection of Edge Ecosystems for the 87 

project at a total base cost of $8,093. 88 

 89 
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Motion/Second:  Perkins/Wroblewski.  To accept the bid of Edge Ecosystems for the Levee Natural 90 

Vegetation Planting Project in the amount of $8,093. 91 

5.  ADJOURN 92 

Motion/Second: Ross/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:15 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.   93 

  94 

 95 

Respectfully submitted by: 96 

 97 

      98 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 99 

 100 

 101 

Approved by Council on May 21, 2024 (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 102 

 103 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 104 


