
 

 

 
 

Parks Committee Meeting 
Wednesday, April 24, 2019 

6:00 PM 
 
 

Agenda  
 

 
1.  Call to Order 
 
2.  Roll Call 
 
3.  Approval of Agenda 
 
4.  Approval of Minutes 

A. Minutes of the March 27, 2019 Parks Committee meeting 
 
5.  Business 

A.  Park Proposals for playground equipment 
1) Flagship Recreation (arriving at 6:00) 
2) St. Croix Recreation (arriving at 6:30) 

 
B.  Park Walkabout update  
  
C.  Pollinator Resolution update    
 
D.  Park Clean Up  

 
 

6. Adjournment 
 
 
 
 



City of Afton 

Parks Committee Meeting Minutes 

Wednesday, March 27, 2019 

6:00 PM 

Attendees: Committee members; Karen Weiss, Erin Smillie, Rick Pung, Bob Dickie, Jed Housker, Stan 

Ross and Ken Johnson. Grant Jensen, Afton resident. 

February minutes not received. 

Business: 

A. Grant Jensen shared his interest in joining the committee and his interest in pollinator habitats.  

B. Park Plan 

Chairperson Weiss shares her interest in aligning our city branding and the Parks committee 

mission having a common city theme of being “pollinator friendly” community. She brings up 

that 38 MN cities, Stillwater being one of them, have resolutions to be pollinator friendly. 

Member Ross shares that a group from Augsburg presented on branding to the City, but nothing 

has been done since then. He shares that previous Mayor Bend had pushed for using the city’s 

natural resources book for future planning. The book sits on the shelf at City Hall and has a 

plethora of information about the cities natural resources and it is at least 10 years old. Justin 

Sykora, Belwin’s invasive species specialist has agreed to walk 4 of the Afton owned parcels and 

give parks members an idea about what invasive species are present and the time, effort and 

resources it would take to create a positive space and potentially a “pollinator friendly” space 

(date not confirmed yet). Member Weiss poses the following considerations for the parks plan: 

• Bee Community 

• Native bee houses 

• Bat houses 

• Bee and pollinator flowers, ie. milkweed 

• Identification of pollinator habitats for public support 

Member Dickie makes a motion that the parks committee would ask the City of Afton to adopt a 

resolution in support of making Afton a pollinator friendly city which would encourage property 

owners and the city on public open spaces to support pollinator friendly habitat. Motion passes 

7:0 

C. Town Square Park 

Member Johnson shares that the drainage issue in the park is still not solved. Chairperson Weiss 

motions to have the drainage system (catch basin in ballfield) in the park to be tied in to the city 

sewer system per the recommendation of the city engineer in the Town Square Park. Motion 

passes 7:0. Chairperson Weiss motions to spend up to $500 to purchase two plantars for Town 

Square Park to put on the hemisphere sidewalk east of the bathrooms. Motion passes 7:0. 

Member Dickie discusses adding plant material to grow on the fencing of the ballfield and will 

ask his wife to gather some information on plant types that would look nice. 

 



D. Bolles Creek Update 

Member Dickie shares that Paul Robertson (Pip) owns the property where the Bolles Creek 

monument sits and that he is interested in working with the city on making updates and 

improvements on the site. 

 

Motion to adjourn 

 

 




