
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  April 18, 2023  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins 16 

& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.   17 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney 18 

Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse 19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Motion/Second  Ross/Wroblewski   To approve the agenda for the  April 18, 2023 Regular City 22 

Council meeting.  All aye, passed 5-0.  23 

 24 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   25 

A. Minutes of the March 21, 2023 City Council Meeting 26 

B. Minutes of the April 6, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting 27 

C. Minutes of the April 6, 2023 Special Council Meeting  28 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the March 21 City Council meeting, April 29 

6 Work session and April 6 Special Council meeting.  All aye, passed 5-0.  30 

 31 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  32 

 Yellow Ribbon Alliance had several members present to provide information on their annual fundraiser, the 33 

Field of Bands event on September 3. They are looking for volunteers to assist in running the event. 34 

Information is on their website.    35 

 36 

Bob Dickie, Parks Committee member, stated that the committee has been discussing removing the fencing 37 

at Town Square Park and perhaps replacing with a hedge.  38 

 39 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 40 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  41 

Report in packet.  42 

 43 

B.  City Accountants Budget Report  44 

Report in packet.     45 

 46 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 47 

Council member Nelson reported the district approved on-call pay for the summer. 48 

 49 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 50 

A. Just and Correct Claims  51 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – MARCH, 2023 - Resolution 2023-19 52 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-19. Roll call: All 53 

aye, passed 5-0. 54 

 55 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 56 

A. Planning Commission Report   57 

1. Middle St. Croix Regional Trail Master Planning Process 58 
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Chair Kopitzke reported that the planning commission received a on the presentation on the trail 59 

planning.  60 

 61 

2. Results of Election of Officers 62 

Chair Kopitzke reported that Justin Sykora was elected Vice Chair for the planning commission.  63 

 64 

3. Roles and Responsibilities of the Planning Commission 65 

Chair Kopitzke reported that at the last meeting the commission reviewed their roles and 66 

responsibilities, as well as training opportunities.  67 

 68 

4. Groundwater Protection 69 

Chair Kopitzke reported that the commission will continue to move forward on identifying items to 70 

begin working on.  71 

 72 

B.   Engineering Report –  73 

1. Update Regarding RFP Process for Wastewater Treatment Facility Operator 74 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer reported that three proposals were received with a 4th arriving today. They 75 

will be discussed at the next public works meeting.   76 

 77 

2. Project Updates  78 

Jeff Pearson reported that remaining issues from last years crack sealing project are being addressed.   79 

 80 

C.   Administration – 81 

1. Public Works Budget and 2023 Cracksealing Project 82 

Administrator Moorse stated that substantial expenses have been incurred for snow and ice control 83 

during the first quarter of 2023, and now there are unplanned expense for clearing trees and 84 

limbs that had fallen on City streets during the recent storm event.  These expenses will require 85 

close monitoring of the 2023 budget and may require limiting expenditures in some line-items.   86 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to allocate $7,000 to the snow and ice account to balance it; 87 

utilize the account for brushing and tree trimming to clean up the storm damage.  88 

All aye, passed 5-0.   89 

 90 

2. Signage for 50th Street Court South 91 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the installation of a street sign for 50th Street Court 92 

South and a “No Outlet” sign at the entrance to 50th Street Court South. All aye, passed 5-0.  93 

 94 

3. Parks Committee Recommendation Regarding Town Square Park Fence Removals 95 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Parks Committee agreed to recommend to the Council the removal 96 

of all fencing and benches at the T-Ball field and basketball/tennis court in Town Square Park, with the 97 

exception of the lengths of fence behind the ends of the basketball/tennis court.  The purpose of the 98 

removals is to clear the view of the park and provide a better visual for determining next steps in 99 

relation to upgrading the sports facilities.   100 

Council member Perkins stated she has concerns from a safety standpoint about balls rolling into the 101 

street. 102 

Council member Ross stated he is not in favor of spending money on the park until the grass surface is 103 

fixed. 104 

Council member Nelson stated he would like to wait to remove it. 105 

Mayor Palmquist stated if there is a plan to remove fence and replace with hedges, funding could be 106 

used. Recommends tabling.  107 
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Ken Johnson stated the VVA will use the field if it’s there. 108 

Council member Perkins stated the local residents will want input on the use.  109 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to deny removal of fencing at Town Square Park.  110 

Council member Wroblewski noted that all the uses are interrelated; don’t do anything with the fencing 111 

right now. 112 

Council member Ross would like to make a recommendation to look at a long-term plan. 113 

Motion Vote: 4 aye, 1 nay (Palmquist), passed. 114 

 115 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to authorize staff to work with WSB to develop scope & long term 116 

plan for Town Square park.  All aye, passed 5-0. 117 

 118 

4. Storm Damage Cleanup 119 

Administrator Moorse stated that the heavy, wet snow that fell Saturday morning April 1 damaged trees 120 

and electrical poles and lines, resulting in power outages, as well as tree limbs blocking major roads.    121 

Extensive clean-up of fallen limbs and brush in the city right-of-way will be needed. Ben with Tri 122 

County has estimated the cost to clean up the City right-of-ways will be about $100,000.  It is expected 123 

that state emergency funding assistance will fund 75% of this cost, leaving $25,000 for the City to fund.  124 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to authorize Tri-County to clean up debris from damaged trees in 125 

the street right-of-ways that fell on the street and had to be moved to the shoulder, or fell in the 126 

street right-of-way, or that pose a hazard, at an estimated cost of $100,000, and that staff provide 127 

on-going updates regarding the clean-up and the costs. All aye, passed 5-0.   128 

 129 

5. Flood Update 130 

Ken Johnson, public works director, stated that current prediction is for a crest of 689 feet for the St. 131 

Croix River.  This is well within the protection of the levee, which is at a height of 695 feet.   132 

 133 

6. East Metro Water Resources Education Program 134 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The Washington Conservation District 135 

partners with numerous organizations and jurisdictions with the common objective of educating the 136 

citizens of the East Metro and Lower St. Croix Watershed about water resource, stormwater, and 137 

groundwater management in order to protect and improve water quality.  Although this program is a 138 

great match for the groundwater protection efforts being undertaken by the Natural Resource and 139 

Groundwater Committee and the Planning Commission, the City of Afton has not participated in the 140 

program. The annual cost of Afton’s participation in the program would be $742.85, but for 2023 that 141 

amount would be prorated to $371.43.  Afton would need to provide a representative to the Steering 142 

Committee of the East Metro Water Resource Education Program.   143 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to authorize participation in the East Metro Water Resources 144 

Education Program at a cost of $371.43 for 2023.  All aye, passed 5-0.  145 

 146 

7. Update to Park Donation Policy 147 

Administrator Moorse presented the current park donation policy language regarding the donation of a 148 

park bench and the donation of a picnic table, with updated language that includes the additional cost of 149 

a concrete pad.  150 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to adopt the revisions to the park donation policy.  All aye, 151 

Passed 5-0. 152 

 153 

8. Schedule Council Work Sessions 154 

A work session will be scheduled for May 1. 155 

 156 

D. Committee Reports –   157 
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1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported the main discussion at the meeting was on the sewer 158 

system. 159 

2. Personnel – Mayor Palmquist reported that a meeting was held. The new public works employee has 160 

started.  161 

3. Parks –  Council member Wroblewski stated the ice rink has been taken down, went well. Commit-162 

tee had discussion on fencing, surface for bb court, and the clean-up program. 163 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  164 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – Council member Perkins reported that the well testing pro-165 

gram, Adopt a drain, and pollinators were discussed. 166 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report  167 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   Council member Wroblewski reported there were updates to speed de-168 

tails. 169 

  170 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 171 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report 172 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – potholes on Valley Creek, is following a legislative action report 173 

zoning amendment that would take away local zoning authority 174 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – July 4 parade planning is underway 175 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 176 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report 177 

F. City Attorney Radio – provided a litigation report update 178 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 179 

 180 

 181 

11.  ADJOURN 182 

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to adjourn.  All aye, passed 5-0.   183 

 Meeting adjourned at 9:05 pm. 184 

 185 

 186 

 187 

 188 

 189 

Respectfully submitted by: 190 

 191 

    JY  192 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 193 

 194 

 195 

 196 

Approved by Council May 16, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 197 

 198 

 199 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 200 


