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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

April 15, 2025
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Annie Perkins & Mayor
Palmquist. A quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Tom Radio, City Engineer Tyler
Hastings, Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -

Add item 9c6 “Greenway Corridor”

Motion/Second Perkins/Ross To approve the agenda for the April 15, 2025 Regular City Council
meeting with addition of item 9¢6. Passed 5-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the March 18, 2025 City Council Meeting
Wroblewski noted spelling corrections to lines 133, 166
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the minutes of the March 18, 2025 City Council meeting.
Passed 4-0-1 (Perkins abstain due to absence)

. PUBLIC INPUT —

Dave Husebye, 5830 Osgood Ct S, spoke about the positive aspects of the lighting ordinance and stated he
supports the use of restrictive language in the ordinance as lights do have an impact.

Bob Dickie, 15887 S 35™ St, Parks Committee member. Stated the park renovation of the basketball court
has been discussed extensively by the committee. Feels it is important to have a place for kids to play in an
unstructured setting. Consultants have said that this is a bac location for pickle ball due to the close
proximity to homes.

Jan Woodfill, 4242 River Rd, stated she is opposed to pickleball due to noise & traffic. Agrees with Bob that
this is not a good location and there are many other locations to play.

Sandi Whalen, 3494 St Croix Tr, stated that the basketball court is a positive, and she supports the idea of
upgrading it along with the other park improvements. She is against pickleball in the village and also
submitted written comments.

Sarah Shosten, 3222 St Croix Tr, stated she is opposed to a pickleball court due to noise but is supportive of
the basketball court being improved.

Jennifer Pinsch, 15895 35™ St, stated she is opposed to a pickleball court due to congestion and noise. Her
daughter likes to play basketball there. She also submitted written comments.
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8.

Karen Weiss, 40™ St S, Parks Committee member. Stated as her personal (not committee) position she
supports having a pickleball court. The committee has not been able to come to a consensus on the issue.
She has suggestions for limiting use and feels it could help maximize the number of people that can use and
enjoy the park. She also submitted written comments.

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sherift’s Monthly Report
Report in packet.

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report
Report in packet.

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report —

Kevin Johnson sent an update on April board actions. The board reviewed financials, reported that long term
planning study data has been collected, and is planning follow up interviews with each city. Rob Corey has
been hired as interim chief. The annual pancake breakfast will be held May 4.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — March 2025 - Resolution 2025-18

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve consent agenda including Resolutions 2025-18 Roll Call:
All aye, passed 5-0.

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission
1. Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Amendment — Ordinance 01-2025
Chair Kopitzke provided a summary of the Planning Commissions discussion. The commission tabled
the item due to questions regarding the intent of the amendment, the 500’ buffer, and if the attorney had
reviewed the draft.
Tom Radio, City Attorney, stated that he has reviewed it and the city is following Washington County’s
lead. He recommended the council answer the question of intent and send it back to the Planning
Commission for recommendation.
Council member Nelson stated that the intent was to allow sales under one roof rather than multiple
establishments. The 500” buffer was from the county.
Administrator Moorse stated that the operational hours came from general retail hours and other cities’
ordinances.
Mayor Palmquist stated the intent of the amendment is to allow sale of lower potency hemp edibles only
as an accessory use to a cannabis retail establishment which is required to check IDs.
Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins To table the Cannabis/Hemp ordinance amendment and send
back to the Planning Commission for feedback. Passed 5-0.

2. Lighting Ordinance Amendment

Chair Kopitzke summarized the Planning Commission’s discussion. The commission had language
suggestions referring to seasonal lighting, as well as time suggestions and exemptions for agricultural
properties. There was also discussion on the definition of “reasonable” and “nuisance”.

Tom Radio, City Attorney, stated that using the term “reasonable” can allow for flexibility in the standard.
He also provided a memo that provides advice regarding revisions. Specific standards such as measuring
light by lumen are more objective and can be more clear and enforceable.

Council member Nelson stated that farm lighting needs to be allowed.

Discussion was held over lumens and light meters.

Council member Perkins suggested checking the Dark Sky guidelines and using their recommendation.
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106 Administrator Moorse stated that a revised draft ordinance will go back to the Planning

107 Commission for review.

108

109

110

111 3. Regional Trail from Battle Creek Regional Park to St. Croix River in Afton

112 Chair Kopitzke stated that Sven Risom provided an update on the planning process for the regional trail
113 and the commission provided some general feedback.

114

115 4. Greenway Corridors Working Group

116 Kris Kopitzke and Alison Miller volunteered to be on the working group.

117 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

118 1. 2025 Street Improvement Project Bids — Resolution 2025-19

119 Tyler Hastings, City Engineer, reported that the bid openings for the project were done last Friday. How-
120 ever now larger repairs are needed on 50™ St than was covered in the original project proposal. Recom-
121 mends the street improvement project be rebid along with the micro surfacing and 50™ St patching.

122 Tom Radio, City Attorney, stated that the city has the right to reject all bids and rebid those 3 projects to
123 rebalance work. reject and direct engineer to rebid project

124 Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to reject the bids received and direct the City Engineer to re-
125 bid the 2025 street improvement projects. Passed 5-0.

126

127 2. 2025 Microsurfacing Project Bids — Resolution 2025-20

128 Project will be rebid.

129

130 3. 2025 Crack Seal Project

131 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to direct the City Engineer to get quotes for the 2025 crack seal
132 project. Passed 5-0.

133

134 4. 50" Street Major Patching Project

135 Project will be rebid.

136

137 5. Other Engineering Updates (to be provided verbally)

138 Tyler reported that the spring road weight restrictions will be coming off tomorrow (Wednesday)

139 morning.

140

141 C. Administration —

142 1 Town Square Park Basketball Court Reconstruction Options

143 Administrator Moorse stated that the Parks Committee has provide court reconstruction options with
144 total costs. The materials include 3 main options and costs related to each option. Each option includes
145 a different layout for basketball courts, 4-Square courts and a pickle ball court. The range of pricing for
146 each option is due to three different basketball hoop options. The Parks Committee did not have

147 consensus on whether or not there should be a pickleball court, whether or not there should be be

148 fencing, and the size of the court. They did agree on two half-court hoops and making one hoop height
149 adjustable for younger children.

150 Council member Perkins noted the committee did not have a consensus on pickle ball, and felt that

151 fencing is contingent on use.

152 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross move to approve Town Square Park basketball court

153 reconstruction with same court size, adjustable height hoops, no pickleball use, with striping for 4-
154 square and basketball.

155 Mayor Palmquist amended the motion to add fencing between the court and plantings.

3



Afton City Council
Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED
April 15, 2025

156 Discussion

157 Council member Nelson stated this is just one court and there is noise with every use.

158 Council member Ross stated he is opposed to pickleball due to the noise for residents in the village.

159 Council member Wroblewski stated the residents in the village should have most say since they live

160 there. Asked if a volleyball court has researched.

161 Further discussion was held on other options, the noise concerns with pickleball and the fact that

162 basketball has been played there for generations.

163 Motion Amendment Palmquist/Ross Reconstruction costs not to exceed $52,424. Passed 5-0.

164

165 2. Town Square Park Playground Mulch

166 The Town Square Park playground area needs additional wood fiber mulch to provide a safe surface for
167 the playground. Flagship Recreation has provided a price quote of $1,839.20 for the necessary mulch.
168 In addition, Tri County Services has provided a price quote of $500 to spread the mulch on the

169 playground.

170 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist move to approve the price quote of $1,839.20 from Flagship

171 Recreation for wood fiber mulch for the Town Square Park playground, and the price quote of
172 $500 from Tri-County Services for spreading the mulch on the playground. Passed 5-0.

173

174 3. Town Square Park Irrigation Options

175 Administrator Moorse stated that at its March meeting the Council reviewed cost estimates for installing
176 an irrigation system in the north half of Town Square Park. At that time, the Council requested staff to
177 obtain a cost estimate for a smaller irrigation system that would cover the new plantings along the east
178 edge of the park, as well as the boulevard area along St. Croix Trail. A price quote has been received
179 from All Outdoors LLC that breaks the irrigation system into two elements. One element would cover
180 only the area of new plantings along the east edge of the park and the boulevard area, at a cost of

181 $5,800. The second element is the western portion of the park north of the restroom, at a cost of $5,100.
182 Council member Nelson he is not in favor of any system due to all of the events and traffic in the park.
183 Council member Ross stated that traffic is not an issue as the heavy food trucks are in the street. He is in
184 favor of the whole system as the park is a focal point for the community.

185 Council member Wrobelwski stated she doesn’t have system at home and is concerned about maintenance.
186 Council member Perkins stated she supports watering the plantings and trees but would like information
187 on if a drip line system could be installed. Also could the system be added onto later? (main line is the
188 largest expense and can be added onto later)

189 Mayor Palmquist stated he supports doing the whole system since money is being spent on improvements.
190 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to table the park irrigation options until next month and to get
191 information on installing a drip line. Passed 5-0.

192

193 4. Park Bench Donation from Kathryn Betts Adams

194 Administrator Moorse stated that Kathryn Betts Adams has offered to donate a park bench in memory of
195 Donald Betts, to be placed in Town Square Park or other location. The Parks Committee recommends

196 approving the donation and requests the Council discuss location options for the bench as the Town Square
197 Park already has several benches.

198 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to accept donation of the Kathryn Betts Adams park bench
199 donation in memory of Donald Betts and propose locating on the levy. Passed 5-0.

200 Ask the Parks Committee to look at other locations for future donations.

201

202 5. Greenway Corridor Working Group

203 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski Alison Miller & Kris Kopitzke to the Greenway Corridor
204 working group. Passed 5-0.

205

206 6. Schedule Work Session
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A Work Session will be scheduled for early May.

D. Committee Reports —

Public Works — no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — no report

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Ag Preservation Committee — no report

Police Services Liaisons — Council member Ross attended emergency management training with
Ron and Lucia.

NogkrwnE

11. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A

OmMmoO O w

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist —. no report

City Attorney Radio — Recently attended the appeals hearing on the Walker case.

City Administrator Moorse — Reported on an electrical issue that occurred on Sunday causing the lift
station to stop working. Solutions will be looked at.

12. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0
Meeting adjourned at 9:40 PM.

Respectfully submitted by:

JY

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council May 20 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




