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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
April 8, 2024

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse.

3. Motion/Second: Ross/Nelson, To approve the agenda for the April 8, 2024 City Council Work Session.
Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Interview Engineering Firms
The Council interviewed three engineering firms for the purpose of selecting one to serve as the City Engineer.
The three firms interviewed were WSB, Bolton & Menk and CBS Squared.

(Council member Ross left the meeting at 7:00 p.m.)

B. Washington County Proposed Use of Site at 14386 Hudson Road South
Moorse reported that he had met with representatives of Washington County, including the Public Works Director
and the Sheriff, to discuss the County’s proposed use of the former truck driving training school site at 14386
Hudson Road. The County had previously shared their interim needs for the storage of snow plow trucks until a
new Public Works South Shop is constructed, and a brush drop-off site to accommodate the expected increased
number of dead ash trees due to the emerald ash borer over the next 10 to 15 years. The Council had indicated
support for those two uses on an interim basis. Moorse explained that more recently, the County had presented a
broader and long term use of the site that could include the County’s acquisition of the site. The uses continued
to include the interim needs described above but also included a number of long term uses that are listed below.

Moorse indicated the County is requesting feedback from the City regarding whether the proposal is generally
something the council would consider, so that they know whether they should continue to pursue this site or
continue to pursue other options.

The Council indicated it was open to considering the County’s use of the site, but would need more information
regarding the proposed uses including the use of the driving track and the level of noise it would generate, and the
plan for K-9 kennels and the noise they would generate.

Washington County Proposed Uses
e A brush and yard waste drop-off site.
o This is not a long term storage site or a composting site.
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o The brush would be processed using a tub grinder for 2-3 days every 6 weeks, and the
chips would be hauled away. The tub grinder, which was used for the brush site on the
Belwin property, is a much different process, with a much lower noise level, than a
brush chipper. The noise level at the property line would be approximately 70 decibels.

o The yard waste would also be periodically hauled away.

o The County has also identified another possible option for a brush and yard waste site
near Bayport.

e The use of the classrooms in the existing building for training activities by the Sheriff, and for
other County staff

e The use of the existing driving course on the site for vehicle training for deputies

e The use of the existing outdoor space for K-9 training

e K-9 kennels with indoor runs (for use by the dogs only when their handlers are on PTO.)

e A base for the Sheriff’s water rescue response unit and storage of its boats and equipment

e A back-up 9-1-1 Center

e A back-up Emergency Operations Center

e The County would fully screen the brush site and any other exterior storage using berming and
trees.

5. ADJOURN
Motion/Second: Perkins/\Wroblewski. To adjourn at 7:22 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on May 21, 2024 (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




