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City of Afton

Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, April 1st, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The April 1, 2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
e https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84779385553?pwd=4a0x2cGgqgEtSITUR8p8RAhzCMw7P8. 1
e Meeting ID: (847 7938 5553)
Passcode: 423323
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 847 7938 5553

Agenda
1. Call to order

2. Roll call: David Husebye, Susan Loomis, Kim Myhers, Elissa Thompson,. Cody Kaye, Petra
Brokken, Scott Hafner and Sven Risom

3. Approval of Agenda for April 1, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by members.

4. Approval of Minutes of the March 4, 2025 meeting.

5. Old Business

1) Belwin conversations
1) Deer count

ii) Afton Deer Count Management Strategic Plan: Preliminary Document
ii1) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliforms
1) Plans for 2025 - Dave

iv) PFAS educational forum for Spring 2025 - Susan
v) NRI/Greenway Corridor - Sven

vi) Grant for land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway —
Elissa



vii) Prescribed burn — Scott
viii) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven

2) Speaker program — Petra
a) Dark Sky
b) Invasive species topics

ix) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter

1) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future

2) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation for spring
3) Prescribed burns — Scott

4) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms - Dave

x) NRGC Management Organization update (from 2024)

1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa

2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim

3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott

5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave

6) Belwin — Sven

xi) Update on CC and PC Business
xii) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: May 6, 2025 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn




- City of Ajton

Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, March 4, 2025
5:00 PM

Note: The March 4,2025 NRGC meeting will be held both remotely and in-person at City Hall.
Instructions for participating in the meeting remotely are provided below.
Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting: _
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83269944804?pwd=qrjalkBp7VGuYD38aAJgAAtYeFOSCi.1
e  Meeting ID: (832 6994 4804)
Passcode: 826970
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 832 6994 4804

Agenda
1. Call to order by David at 5:05pm

2. Roll call: David Husebye Present, Susan Loomis Present, Kim Myhers Present, Elissa Thompson
Present, Cody Kaye Absent, Petra Brokken Present, Scott Hafner Present and Sven Risom Present

3. Approval of Agenda for March 4, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members. Motion to approve by Sven; second by Scott Vote 7-0. Motion Passes.

4. Approval of Minutes of the January 7, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve by Sven; second by Scott

Vote 7-0. Motion Passes.

5. Old Business

1) Belwin conversations
1) Deer count — Sven
(a) Strategic Plan — Elissa
(b) Newsetter on feeding deer- Sven
2) NRGW Newsletter- Katie Conversation for May

ii) Well testing for Nitrates and Coliforms

1) Plans for 2025 — Dave
(a) 150 tests this year
(b) Timeline with County- June or July pick up dates
(c) Mailing for $5.25 or pick up from City Hall



ii1) PFAS educational forum for Spring 2025 — Susan
1) City to host at Lutheran Memorial- Early May
2) Susan to coordinate with City on how NRGC can partner

iv) NRI/Greenway Corridor — Sven
1) Susan, Elissa, Sven, and Cody as representatives
2) Meetings to start in April
3) Request for support for City Council
4) RCP Grant for Projects and Mapping
5) Petra as legal advice
6) Positive (mostly) feedback on Committee from newsletter

v) Grant for land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway —

Elissa
1) To City Council this Month

vi) Prescribed burn — Scott
1) The Prairie Enthusiasts- St. Croix Valley Chapter
2) Elissa to send link to group

vii) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter - Sven
(a) WCD in April

2) Speaker program — Petra
a) Dark Sky

- April 24" event- insects, native plants and light pollution.

- Event at Belwin, observatory. Longer dark sky presentation.
b) Invasive species topics

viii) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter

1) Dark sky initiative — Petra for winter
2) Invasive species, resources, inspectors -- future
3) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation for spring
4) Grants for planting — for spring — Elissa
(a) In Feb newsletter- great response
5) Prescribed burns — Scott
6) Well water testing for Nitrates and Coliforms — Dave
(a) Deer Baiting Article

ix) NRGC Management Organization update (from 2024)
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa

2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan



4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
(a) Grant updates and new shoreline grant
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
(a) Tomorrow!
6) Belwin — Sven
(a) Joint effort ideas- partnership opportunities welcome

x) Update on CC and PC Business

1) Battle Creek Park to St. Croix River Regional Trail Planning Update

(a) Ron and Sven attended meeting- long planning process.
2) 3M funds- grant to complete trail between Oxbow and City land or steamboat park.
3) Lighting Ordinance- some pushback

xi) Additional agenda items proposed by members
. Next Meeting Date: April 1, 2025 at 5:00 PM
a) Elissa will not be in attendance. David to take minutes.

b) Susan will not be in attendance.

. Adjourn Motion to adjourn Scott; second by Petra; vote 7-0. Motion Passes.
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March 18, 2025 City Council Meeting Highlights
The Council:

* Discussed the Valley Creek Trail reclamation project.
* Approved the Pollinators Pathway Project along the west side of City Hall.
* Discussed the Parks Committee recommendations regarding Town Square

Park irrigation.
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