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City of ﬁ: on

Parks Committee Meeting
Wednesday, March 24, 2021
6:00 PM

Due to the Covid-19 Virus and the Governor’s Executive Order, the March 24, 2021 Parks Committee meeting will
be held remotely using the Zoom video conference application.

Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to

e  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88274400997?pwd=aEJtQjB0bnVKRjQ2V1IMUU9vY XNPUTO9
e  Meeting ID: (882 7440 0997)
Passcode: 041847
e Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 882 7440 0997

Agenda
1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

W

Approval of Agenda

[N

. Approval of Minutes
A. Minutes of the January 27, 2021 Parks Committee meeting
B. Minutes of the February 24, 2021 Parks Committee meeting

5. Business
A. Hudson and Manning Update
B. Meadow Ridge Update
C. Committee Goals

6. Adjournment
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City of Afton
Parks Committee Zoom Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, January 27, 2021
6PM

1) Attendees: Committee members; Karen Weiss, Erin Smillie, Jed Housker, Grant Jensen, Bob Dickie,
City Administrator Ron Moorse and members of city council liaisons Lucia Wroblewski and Stan
Ross.

2) Motion to approve the minutes from the October 28, 2020 Parks Committee zoom meeting made by
chairperson Jensen. Approved 4:0.

Business:
3) Tony Sonnen Preliminary Plat Application for a 6-lot Residential Subdivision at 680 Neal Avenue.
i) City Administrator, Ron Moorse introduces Tony Sonnen, the City’s consultant planner and
directs the committee to view the report and exhibits from the proposed preliminary plat.
No parkland is identified on this property.

(1) Itis the Parks Committee suggestion that if the city approves a plat application for the
subdivision at 680 Neal Avenue that they accept funds for park dedication fund in lieu of
land due to no foreseeable use of the land.

4) Meadow Ridge Prairie Project

i) Chairperson Jensen gives an update on this project. He has consulted with Tara Kelly of the
watershed district on her recommendations following a walk on the Meadow Ridge
property with Jensen. Tara Kelly identified the Conservation Partners Legacy (CPL) Grant as
an appropriate funding source. Tara and Grant are meeting again to get bids in order to get
an accurate dollar amount for the total cost of the project. Tara could act as grant
administrator for a 2.5% fee, and could act as project manager for a 5% fee (based on total
project cost). These fees would be rolled into the grant proposal. The CPL grant requires a
10% match from the city. This match can be in the from of cash paid for project costs (such
as prairie seed or tree removal), or can be made up of recorded volunteer hours. City
council liaison Ross recommends Washington county sentence to serve community service
as a possible free labor source. Member Weiss requests that in the process of getting bids
that we include some that can use alternatives to herbicides for ongoing maintenance.
Member Housker has a resource for non-herbicide restoration.

e There is quite a bit of tree coverage (pine and cedar) and then two nearly 5-acre
sections that would be the best place for prairie restoration, a total of about 10
acres. These spaces would need some tree removal for best results in restoring this
land.

e Current land use is a dog walking area and a shortcut to neighboring houses

e Mike DeRuyck, nearby resident and Afton Lakeland El school teacher, has agreed to
be a community liaison for the project. Grant will follow up with Mike on feedback
in the community.



ii) Member Weiss motions that the Parks committee pursue a grant from DNR to establish a
pollinator prairie in a 4.5 acre portion of Meadow Ridge Park to be covered by a $20,000-
$30,000 grant (will cover 90% of project and 10% covered by park dedication funds), with
eventual ongoing maintenance costs of $2,000 - $2,500/year to be covered by the city.
Motion passes 5:0.

5) Update on MnDOT plan for widening Hudson Rd South for safe biking lanes. City Administrator,
Moorse shares the update that MnDOT is only planning on widening the shoulders 5’ rather than 8’
and foregoing adding a designated bike lane. Member Dickie makes a motion to recommend that
the City strongly appeal to MnDOT to reconsider an 8 foot shoulder width vs. the 5 foot as is
appropriate for the designated bike route. Motion passes 5:0.

6) Motion to adjourn



City of Afton
Parks Committee Meeting Minutes
Wednesday, Feb 24, 2021
6PM via zoom

1) Attendees: Committee members; Karen Weiss, Grant Jensen, Ken Johnson and Bob Dickie Also in
attendance: Ron Morse, Annie Perkins, Julie Zeidel, Jim Gasparini

2) Motion to approve the minutes from the Jan 22, 2021 Parks Committee tabled due to committee
members not receiving them prior to meeting

3) Business:

A) Members considered a new FOC site plan and park dedication proposal. The proposal
included a ¥ acre parcel with parking spots along with a $20,000 dedication fee. The
committee agreed that without a dedicated bike path on Hudson Rd there was no value to
accepting land from this parcel. The committee did not have interest in changing their
recommendation to accept cash in lieu of land for this sub-division. Ron indicated that
$1,500/acre is the current fee for park dedication in Industrial zoning. Member Weiss asked
whether that fee should be spelled out in the ordinance and updated to reflect current land
values.

B) Pollinator Project at City Hall- Grant gave an update on the City hall pollinator project

C) Meadow Ridge Pollinator Project- Grant received 1 bid to date for the project and will be
pursuing 2 more in the next month. Both traditional and non-chemical options are being
considered.

4) Goals for 2021
A) Member Dickie indicated his desire to focus attention on capital improvements to Town
Square Park, connections between the levee and both portions of Steamboat Park, signage on
designated bike routes and Bolles Mill Monument restoration. Members Weiss, and Johnson
agreed that those were in-line with their thinking for next areas of focus. Chairperson Jensen
discussed an interest in an updated survey of park resources to include parks, open spaces and
wildlife corridors. The current natural resources inventory that we have was done in the early
2000's.

5) Chairperson Jensen made a pitch to the committee to take a look at HomeGrownNationalPark.org

6) Motion to adjourn
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