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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
March 21, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

S

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins
& Stan Ross via Zoom. A quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: Planning Commission Member Justin Sykora, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney
Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Add items 9c7 “part time public works position”, 9¢8 “radar speed signs”, 9¢c9 “river level”
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson To approve the agenda for the March 21, 2023 Regular City
Council meeting. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the February 21, 2023 City Council Meeting-

B. Minutes of the February 13, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting

C. Minutes of the March 6, 2023 City Council Work Session Meeting
Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the February 21, February 13 and March
6, 2023 City Council meetings. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -
None

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Report in packet. Deputy was present for questions.

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Kim Guyer, City Accountant, was present for questions.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

D. Kate Thomas Application to serve on the Heritage Preservation Commission
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson to appoint Kate Thomas to a three-year term on the Historic
Preservation Commission. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

CONSENT AGENDA

D. Just and Correct Claims

E. 4M Fund Transfers — January & February 2023 - Resolution 2023-14

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-14.
Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
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59 1. Ordinance Amendment Concerning Zoning Regulations Regarding Dwelling Units in Commercial
60 Buildings in the VHS-C Zone — Ordinance 01-2023
61 Justin Sykora, Planning Commission member filled in for Chair Kopitzke. The commission passed the
62 ordinance amendment 6-2. Concerns were regarding following fire code and waiting for Met Council
63 approval.
64 Council member Nelson should be a sewer unit charge for each of these. (item # 8, each dwelling unit is
65 one sewer unit)
66 Council member Wroblewski asked about the timing.
67 Tom Radio, City Attorney recommend passing the ordinance conditional to approval by the Met
68 Council.
69 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Ordinance 02-2023, an ordinance Amending Sections
70 12-55 and 12-201 of the City Code to Revise the Definition of Dwelling Unit and to Add
71 Performance Standards for Dwelling Units in Commercial Buildings in the VHS-C District, with
72 an approval to be subject to the Metropolitan Council’s approval of the Comprehensive Plan
73 Amendment to allow two dwelling units in a commercial building in the VHS-C District.
74 Mayor Palmquist amend motion to “max occupancy of five” delete the term “family”.
75 Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
76
77 2. Summary of Belwin Conservancy Conditional Use Permit Pre-Application Discussion
78 Justin Sykora stated that Belwin gave a presentation to the Planning Commission. The purpose of the
79 pre-application meetings is to familiarize the Council and the Planning Commission with the range of
80 types of activities, facilities and natural environments that make up the Belwin property, and to obtain
81 feedback to guide Belwin in preparing the formal CUP application.
82
83 3. Results of Election of Planning Commission Officers
84 Offices of Chair and Secretary will remain the same: Kris Kopitzke and Doug Parker. Office of Vice
85 Chair was tabled since Sally Doherty was not present.
86
87 4. Groundwater Protection
88 Planning Commission reviewed items and is open for guidance from council.
89 Council member Wroblewski noted that some of the items are fairly easy to accomplish.
90 Sykora stated that the education items will be good to start with.
91
92 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
93 1. Project Updates (to be provided verbally)
94 Jeff Pearson, city engineer, reported that 3 proposals were received for the RFP for wastewater services
95 operation.
96
97 C. Administration —
98 1. Kim and John Ziton Variance Application for the Replacement of a Substandard Retaining Wall at
99 4102 River Road — Resolution 2023-15
100 Administrator Moorse stated that the rock material was approved in December 2022. Now the wall
101 design is here for approval. The DNR and city engineer have reviewed the design.
102 Council member Wroblewski agrees with the DNR concern of any potential expansion of the wall
103 laterally and any more trees that would be taken out if the wall has to be extended.
104 Mayor Palmquist stated this is for replacement of existing wall, no expansion.
105 Jeff Pearson stated the 2 tier design is structurally better.
106 Council member Perkins asked about the existing stump and if removing it could cause further
107 problems.
108 Kim Ziton, applicant, stated the stump has to be removed. They have no intention to make the wall
109 bigger.
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110 Council member Nelson agreed the stump has to be removed to stabilize the wall.

111 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2023-15 regarding the Kim and John
112 Ziton Variance application for the replacement of a substandard retaining wall at 4102 River

113 Road.

114 Further discussion was held on stabilization and expansion concerns, stump removal, and DNR

115 approval.

116 Jeff Pearson stated that there is still a permitting process with the city and Valley Branch Watershed that
117 will include an erosion control plan.

118 Mayor Palmquist amend the motion to add condition in findings #5: “applicants shall not

119 increase the footprint of existing wall”

120 Roll call: 4 aye, Perkins abstain, passed 4-0-1.

121

122 2. Afton Creek Preserve Incomplete Items

123 Administrator Moorse stated that the final easement agreement arrived today.

124 Attorney Tom Radio would like time to review the agreement.

125 Motion/Second Nelson/Palmquist to table discussion until the April meeting. Roll call: All aye,
126 passed 5-0.

127

128 3. 2023 Pay Adjustments for City Staff

129 Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to approve a pay adjustment of 3.5% for 2023, effective

130 March 1, 2023, for the City Clerk, Office Assistant, Public Works Supervisor and seasonal staff.
131 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

132

133 4. Public Works Salt-Sand Storage Options

134 Administrator Moorse reported on several options for construction of a new storage shed for the salt-
135 sand mix. Quotes were also received for several other concrete projects.

136 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist move to keep using existing storage container for salt-sand
137 storage.

138 Council member Nelson stated he would prefer to stop providing the sand as it is an amenity and not
139 something the city needs to provide.

140 Roll call aye, all aye passed 5-0

141

142 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to table sidewalk discussion until next month. Roll call: All
143 aye passed 5-0.

144

145 Concrete pad for donated bench.

146 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve funding for the concrete pad for the do-

147 nated picnic table in Steamboat Park. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

148

149 Chimney repair for old town hall

150 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to table item until next month. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-
151 0.

152

153 5. Recommendations from the Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee

154 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to have staff request that the Valley Branch Watershed District
155 repeat its Kelles Creek area septic system inspection program and apply for funding from the
156 natural resources restoration portion of the 3M Settlement to update the City’s Natural Resources
157 Inventory. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

158

159 6. Schedule Council Work Session

160 A work session will be scheduled.
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7. Application for new public works employee
Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson To approve hiring Paul Sundstrom as a part-time public works
employee at a rate of $20/hr. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

8. Radar speed sign

Administrator Moorse stated that several price quotes have been gathered for a movable speed sign
powered by solar. Quotes are around $6000.

Mayor Palmquist recommended looking at several companies and also have public works research how
to install and a plan for locations.

Council member Ross stated that we will need County permission for many of the roads. The speed
trailer was around $8000.

Council member Nelson expressed concerns about spending money on items every month. This is more
critical than many of the amenities, but still is concerning.

Council member Wroblewski stated that this was discussed at the police liaisons meeting.

Mayor Palmquist recommended gathering information and consider the topic at a later meeting.
Council member Ross left the meeting at 9:00 pm.

9. River levels
Mayor Palmquist stated the flood forecast was just distributed. It currently says there’s a 10% chance of
the levels reached in 2019. The predictions will continue to be monitored.

Committee Reports —

Public Works — no report

Personnel — no report

Parks — Council member Perkins reported that Belwin gave a presentation at the last meeting.
Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — Chair Jack Volmer reported discussion on Kelles Creek im-
paired water status as well as septic system concerns.

Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — no report

akrwdE

o

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A

ETMMOO®

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — Noted that the sign on River Rd “Children at play” was knocked
over. Would like to have it be replaced or removed.

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist — no report

City Attorney Radio — no report

City Administrator Moorse — no report

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski to adjourn. All aye, passed 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 9:11pm.
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Respectfully submitted by:

JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council April 18, 2023 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

X

Amended:

Date




