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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
March 6, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:35 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie
Perkins. (Council member Ross participated remotely). A Quorum was present. Also present was City
Administrator Ron Moorse, as well as Katie Bloome and Justin Sykora representing Belwin.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the March 6, 2023 City Council
Work Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Belwin Conservancy Conditional Use Permit Pre-Application Discussion

Moorse explainmed that The Belwin Conservancy owns and manages 1,500 acres of prairie, savanna,
and woodlands in northeast Afton, with the purpose to spark passion for wild places through
conservation, education, and immersive experiences. This involves activities such as education and
special events, public trails and restoring native vegetation. While the City is familiar with the current
uses on the Belwin property, there is not a Conditional Use Permit in place that documents all current
uses as well as planned and potential uses. A Conditional Use Permit application would document
current activities, facilities and trails, as well as future plans.

Due to the large scope of the Belwin property and the facilities and activities on the property, it was
determined that, rather than bringing a Conditional Use Permit application directly to the Planning
Commission for a public hearing and recommendation, it would be beneficial to first have informal
pre-application meetings with the City Council and with the Planning Commission. A key purpose of
the pre-application meetings is to familiarize the Council and the Planning Commission with the range
of types of activities, facilities and natural environments that make up the Belwin property.

Katie Bloome, Belwin Executive Director, presented and explained a set of maps and descriptions of
Belwin’s various use areas, and responded to questions from the Council regarding current and
planned uses, activities and facilities.

B. Peace Tree Program

Moorse described the Peace Tree Program, the information about which was provided to Mayor
Palmquist by an Afton resident. The program involves cities growing Hibaku trees from the seeds of
trees that descended from the Hibaku trees in Japan that survived and sprouted buds again after the
atomic bombings in Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The goal of the program is that taking care of these
trees, which serve as symbols of peace, will help raise citizens’ peace consciousness. Moorse
requested feedback from the Council regarding the Council’s interest in pursuing participation in this
program.

The Council requested the following additional information regarding the program, to enable a more
informed decision regarding participation:
o Cost
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54 e Would the trees survive in Minnesota’s climate?

55 e Isthere a resource regarding how to successfully grow the trees from seed?

56 o Has there been a determination regarding whether this tree is or could be an invasive species?
57

58 C. City Administrator Updates

59 Moorse updated the Council regarding the undeveloped property at the east end of 45" Street on
60 which the property owner is interested in placing a conservation easement. The property owner is
61 now interested in both placing a conservation easement on the property and selling the property to a
62 public jurisdiction for use as a park. Moorse asked whether the Council would be interested in the
63 City owning the property if funding for the purchase could be obtained from other sources. Questions
64 were raised by the Council regarding the maintenance and management of the property. The Council
65 requested Moorse to contact Belwin regarding their interest in owning the property.

66

67

68 5. ADJOURN

69 Motion/Second: Palmquist/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:10 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

70

71

72 Respectfully submitted by:

73

74

75  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

76

77

78 Approved by Council on March 21, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:

79

80

81  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




