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City of Afton

Parks Committee Meeting
Thursday, March 2, 2023
6:00 PM

—

Due to the Covid-19 Virus the March 2, 2023 Parks Committee meeting will be held remotely using the Zoom video
conference application.

Instructions for Participating in the Meeting Remotely Via Zoom

Options for Joining the Zoom Meeting:
e RECOMMENDED: Use your computer, tablet or smart phone to join the meeting by logging on to
o  https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85793730006?pwd=N2ZxcWk2YIIGQWVCMkKZXMEVDZGITQT09
Meeting ID: (857 9373 0006)
Passcode: 707872
Dial-in Number (to call in to the meeting)
+1 312 626 6799. When prompted, enter Meeting ID: 857 9373 0006

1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call
3. Approval of Agenda
4. Business
A. Presentation by Belwin Regarding the Proposed Site Plan for the Belwin Oxbow

Trail Area Located North of City Hall and West of St. Croix Trail

5. Adjournment



Parks Committee Meno City of Afton
3033 St. Croix Tril, P.O. Box 219

Meeting: March 2, 2023 Afton, MN 55001

To: Parks Committee Members

From: Ron Moorse, City Administrator

Date: February 16,2023

Re: Oxbow Trails Hiking Area Proposed Site Plan

Attached is a narrative regarding the Oxbow Trails Hiking Area and a proposed site plan for the
Parks Committee’s review and feedback. The site plan shows the general trail plan, along with the
locations of related elements including the parking lot, an open play area, a picnic area with a shelter,
arestroom facility and a smaller picnic area. Belwin staff will present the site plan at the Parks
Committee meeting for questions and feedback from the Committee. The site plan was also
presented to the Council at its February 13 work session. If the site plan is acceptable, Belwin could
move forward with a grant application for the improvements.




Belwin Conservancy’s Oxbow Trails Hiking Area can be found at 2398 Stagecoach Tr.So. in
Afton MN.

Oxbow Trails is a lovely 52.7 acre site comprising wetland, floodplain, floodplain forest and
upland prairie habitats. The name is derived from the bow shaped wetlands that were at one
time part of the main Valley Creek waterway. 27.6 acres are owned by Belwin Conservancy,
south trail location (white). 25.1 acres are owned by the city of Afton, the north trail location
(yellow).

This is a floodplain area for the St. Croix river so water in the wetlands can vary depending on
snowpack and rainfall. Valley Creek, which runs through this area, is spring fed and runs open
all year long.

Tan rectangles are proposed locations of boardwalks/floating bridges.

Currently there are 1.5 miles of wood chipped trails with three overlooks (south location, white
trail). Wood chips were site sourced from invasive and inappropriate trees found on the
property.

This site is essential habitat for a wide variety of local wildlife which includes several species of
amphibians, nesting Red-shouldered hawks, great horned or barred owls, coyote, fox, several
species of reptiles, along with a healthy population of both turkey and deer.

Plant life includes thriving populations of native thistle, milkweed, ironweed, big bluestem, indian
grass and other native species. Invasive species such as garlic mustard, dame’s rocket, bull
thistle, reed canary grass, mullein, and grecian foxglove are present and will be removed over
time.

The upland habitat leans toward oak savanna. Hackberry and black cherry are in abundance as
well. The slope for hiking on all trails is easy to moderate. An old field at the north end will be

restored to native tallgrass prairie.

Pink square: Oxbow Parking
The current parking area is located near an old homestead site.

Blue square: Shelter area

Yellow square within blue area: Restroom

Green square: Grass Area

Ecologically inappropriate scotch pine were removed from the area across from the parking

area which will be a large grassy area for play.

Purple square: Small Quiet Seating Area




Belwin is hopeful that this area will become a much needed sanctuary for wildlife, a place for
quiet contemplation and a playful space for the young at heart.
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