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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
February 21, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Stan Ross. Absent were Annie
Perkins & Randy Nelson (both excused) A Quorum was present.

ALSO PRESENT: Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City Attorney
Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the February 21, 2023 Regular City
Council meeting. All aye, passed 3-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the minutes of the January 17, 2023 City Council meetings.
All aye, passed 3-0.

. PUBLIC INPUT —

None

. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS -

A. Sheriff’s Report
A Deputy arrived later in the meeting and provided a brief summary of recent work which consisted
primarily of traffic patrol.

B. City Accountants Budget Report
Kim Guyer, City Accountant, was present for questions.

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
No report

D. John Tetzlaff, Yellow Ribbon alliance
No report

E. Jacob Edwards application to serve on the Planning Commission
Jacob lives in Ward 3.
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to appoint Jacob Edwards to serve on the Planning Commission
for a 3-year term expiring on February 15, 2026. All aye, passed 3-0.

. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims
B. 4M Fund Transfers — December & year end 2022 - Resolution 2023-10

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2023-10. All
aye, passed 3-0.
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59 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

60 A. Planning Commission Report
61 1. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Amendment — Ordinance 01-2023
62 Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission approved of the draft language on a 6-2 vote.
63 Council member Wroblewski suggested strengthening language under the enforcement section.
64
65 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to adopt Ordinance 01-2023, an ordinance amending the
66 Short Term Home Rental Ordinance with the following three changes under item 4 “Suspension
67 or revocation”
68 o Itis the-third second substantiated and relevant complaint, as determined by the Zon-
69 ing Administrator, within a 12-month period.
70 e If a license is revoked, the owner is prohibited from making application for another
71 license for any type of short-term home rental for a period of six-menths one year.
72 e If a property is found to be providing short term home rentals without the required
73 license, the owner shall be prohibited from using the property for short term home
74 rentals, or making application for a license for any type of short term home rental, for
75 a period of twe three years, subject to the payment of any penalty fees.
76 All aye, passed 3-0.
77
78
79 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to authorize staff to prepare and publish a summary ordinance
80 that reflects the adopted ordinance to reduce the costs of publication. All aye passed 3-0.
81
82
83 2. Ordinance Amendment Concerning Zoning Regulations Regarding Dwelling Units in Commercial
84 Buildings in the VHS-C Zone.
85 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to finalize the ordinance amendment concerning zoning
86 regulations regarding dwelling units in commercial buildings in the VHS-C Zone, and to refer the
87 ordinance amendment to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation. All
88 aye, passed 3-0.
89
90 3. Groundwater Protection
91 No report
92
93 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
94 1. Designation of Speed Limits on 30" Street and 50 Street — Resolution 2023-11
95 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that 30th Street, between Manning Avenue and Trading Post Trail,
96 was reviewed for possible speed limit changes and a determination was made that the appropriate speed
97 limit on the road should be 45 MPH. 50th Street between Manning Avenue (State Highway 95) and 1000
98 feet east of Trading Post Trail was also recommended to be 45 MPH. 50th Street between 1000 feet east of
99 Trading Post Trail and Washington County Road 21 is recommended to be 35 MPH.
100 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2023-11 establishing speed limits on 30" St and 50t
101 Street. Roll call, All aye passed 3-0.
102
103 2. Project Updates (to be provided verbally)
104 Council member Ross asked about the issue with areas of the crackfill project which was done last year.
105 Jeff will look at it- there is a 1 yr warranty.
106
107 C. Administration —
108 1. Electric Vehicle Charging Stations Grant Application
109 Administrator Moorse stated that at the February 13 work session, the Council discussed a grant
110 application for the purchase and installation of electric vehicle charging stations.
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111 Council member Ross asked how many parking spaces would be taken up (4-5 due to ADA space)

112 Council member Wroblewski stated she would prefer to wait until the technology is being used more
113 before spending money on match and yearly maintenance.

114 Mayor Palmquist stated he thinks it could be an asset.

115 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to move forward with a grant application to fund Electric Vehicle
116 charging stations. 2 aye, 1 nay (Wroblewski) Passed 2-1.

117

118 2. Prosecuting Attorney Master Joint Powers Agreement with the State of Minnesota and Court Data
119 Services Subscriber Agreement — Resolution 2023-12

120 Administrator Moorse provided a summary: The Prosecuting Attorney Master Joint Powers Agreement
121 (JPA) with the State of Minnesota through the Bureau of Criminal Apprehension (BCA) is expired,

122 which requires executing a new JPA. Also, the current Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment
123 expires with the current JPA, so a new Court Data Services Subscriber Amendment needs to be executed
124 as well.

125 Motion/Second Wroblewski / Ross to adopt of Resolution 2023-12 approving the State of

126 Minnesota Prosecuting Attorney Master Joint Powers Agreement, and approving the Court Data
127 Services Subscriber Agreement; with friendly amendment that no city staff have access to this
128 information. Roll call, all aye passed 3-0.

129

130 3. Support for the Placement of a Conservation Easement on the 40-acre Parcel at the East End of 45"
131 Street with PID# 26.028.20.32.0001 — Resolution 2023-13

132 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2023-13 in support of placing a conservation
133 easement on the 40-acre parcel at the east end of 45th Street with PID# 26.028.20.32.0001. Roll
134 call, all aye passed 3-0.

135

136 4. Planning Commission Reappointments

137 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to appoint both Sally Doherty and Kris Kopitzke to an additional
138 3-year term on the Planning Commission expiring on February 15, 2026. All aye, passed 3-0.

139

140 5. Excess Liability Coverage and Decline Waiver of Statutory Liability Limits

141 Motion/Second Ross/ Wroblewski to not waive the monetary limits on tort liability established by
142 Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04. All aye, passed 3-0.

143

144 6. Schedule Council Work Session

145 A Work session will be scheduled in March & April

146

147 D. Committee Reports —

148 1. Public Works — Council member Ross reported that many people are using the salt/sand mix.

149 2. Personnel — Mayor Palmquist reported a meeting was held to discuss having the planning consultant
150 take more of the questions that come in; also discussed the potential to hire more part time public
151 works staff

152 3. Parks— no report

153 4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

154 5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Chair Jack reported they are up to 6 members now, meeting
155 once per month. Committee is working on several projects

156 6. Ag Preservation Committee — Council member Wroblewski reported on the last meeting

157 7. Police Services Liaisons — Council member Ross reported a meeting will be next week

158

159 10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

160 A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — absent

161 B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — attended the Valley Creek Women’s Club meeting
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162 C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

163 D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — absent

164 E. Mayor Palmquist — no report

165 F. City Attorney Radio — still working on easement by Afton Creek Preserve, and also the comcast con-

166 tract

167 City Administrator Moorse — no report

168

169

170 11. ADJOURN

171 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adjourn. All aye, passed 3-0.
172 Meeting adjourned at 8:40pm

173

174

175

176

177

178  Respectfully submitted by:

179

180 JY

181  Julie Yoho, City Clerk

182

183

184

185  Approved by Council March 21 , 2023 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:
186

187

188  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date
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