
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

February 20, 2024  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins 17 

(via Zoom) & Stan Ross. A quorum was present.    18 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Engineer Craig Alberg, City Planner Claire Michelson, City Attorney Tom Radio, 19 

City Administrator Ron Moorse  20 

 21 

A moment of silence was held in honor of the Burnsville first responders who were killed in the line of duty.  22 

 23 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  24 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson To approve the agenda for the February 20, 2024 Regular City Council 25 

meeting.  Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.   26 

 27 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   28 

A. Minutes of the January 16, 2024 City Council Meeting 29 

B. Minutes of the January 25, 2023 City Council Work Session 30 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the January 16 and January 25               31 

Council meetings. Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.     32 

 33 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  34 

Greg Miller, part owner of the property on agenda. Thanked the planning commission and council for the 35 

input and direction on the sketch plan. Read a letter about the history of parcel and access issues going back 36 

to early 80s.  37 

  38 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 39 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report – report in packet  40 

 41 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report – written report in packet 42 

 43 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report  44 

Council member Nelson reported that ambulance calls were up last year mostly due to accidents in the I-94 45 

construction zone.  46 

 47 

D. Petra Brokken and Scott Hafner Application to NRGC 48 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to appoint Petra Brokken and Scott Hafner to the Natural Re-49 

sources and Groundwater Committee.  Roll call: All aye, Passed 5-0.     50 

 51 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 52 

A. Just and Correct Claims  53 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – Additional December, 2023 - Resolution 2024-11 54 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to approve the consent agenda including Resolutions 2024-11.  Roll call: 55 

All aye, passed 5-0. 56 

 57 

 58 
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9. Public hearing regarding extension of moratorium regarding sales, testing, manufacturing and 59 

distribution of products containing THC  60 

A. Ordinance Extending the Moratorium Regarding the Sale, Testing, Manufacturing 61 

Mayor Palmquist opened the public hearing at 7:14 pm.  62 

Administrator Moorse provided background information. The state Office of Cannabis Management is 63 

still in the process of rulemaking, so it is premature to be drafting a cannabis ordinance at this time.  64 

While the current moratorium regarding products containing THC expires in March of 2024, cities are 65 

allowed to keep the moratorium in place until January 1, 2025 and many have chosen to do so. 66 

No comments were received. 67 

Hearing closed at 7:18 pm. 68 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Ordinance 01-2024 extending the moratorium 69 

regarding the sale, testing, manufacturing and distribution of products containing THC within 70 

the City to January 1, 2025.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  71 

 72 

 73 

10.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 74 

A. Planning Commission Report   75 

A. Planning Commission  76 

1. Chris Erdman Application for a Variance at 12671 10th Street South – Resolution 2024-12  77 

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the request which is for a variance from the 100-foot side 78 

yard setback to build a 2,000 square foot (40x50) garage at 12671 10th St South to store various 79 

recreational vehicle equipment indoors. The City Council’s review of the variance application at its 80 

November 21, 2023 meeting included a discussion of the ordinance language that considers a building 81 

located within 6 feet of the principal structure to be an integral part of the principal structure if the 82 

exterior design and color are the same as that of the principal building and the height does not exceed 83 

the height of the principal structure. If these conditions could be met the accessory building could be 84 

constructed without a variance.  Mr. Erdman has now provided information indicating that the setback 85 

of the building from the east side lot line is 55 feet, the setback from the front property line is 282 feet, 86 

and the setback from the existing principal structure is 2 feet.  These dimensions are included in the 87 

legend portion of the attached aerial photo/site plan.  In addition, the maximum height of the proposed 88 

building will be 16'1", which is 5" shorter than the house. The applicant has also provided an elevation 89 

showing the color of the proposed building to be red with black trim, and has indicated the house will 90 

either be re-sided or repainted to match that exterior treatment in 2025.   91 

Discussion was held on the timeline for project completion, and that this proposal will not require a 92 

variance. 93 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve going forward with a regular building permit 94 

provided the applicant provide written withdrawal of the variance application. The proposed 95 

building does not require a variance. Variance application fees that were paid may be moved to 96 

the permit application fees.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  97 
 98 

2. Miller Application for a Sketch Plan Review for a Proposed Subdivision of 46 Acres of Land with 99 

PID #s 22.028.20.22.0002 and 22.028.20.23.0006 Located Generally Between 15222 and 14960 Afton 100 

Boulevard  101 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the planning commissions comments on the plan. Irregular lots and access 102 

were largest challenges.  8 lots seems like more than will fit.  103 

Council member Wroblewski agreed with the planning commission recommendation of looking at a 104 

different concept more in conformity with city code.  105 

Council member Nelson stated that the access road be moved to comply with county advice. 106 

Council member Perkins shared those same concerns and asked about the allowed grade for driveway 107 

(12% max). Also asked if shared driveways allowed off a cul de sac. (allowed for lots 20 acres or more)  108 

Mayor Palmquist stated the road access has to be in compliance with the county. Shared driveways are 109 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

February 20, 2024 

3 
 

allowed for open space preservation on large lots so that does not apply here.  110 

Council member Ross stated he cannot support variances for developments.  111 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to send back for further review and revisions based on feedback.  112 

Roll Call: All aye, passed 5-0.   113 
 114 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  115 

1. Project Updates (to be provided verbally)  116 

Craig Alberg, City Engineer reported he has been working on site plan reviews for several projects .  117 
 118 

C. Administration –  119 

1. Adoption of Updated/Recodified City Code – Ordinance 02-2024  120 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross Motion to adopt ordinance 02-2024 enacting the updated Code 121 

of Ordinances (and summary Ordinance 02-2024 for publication) and to include the list of 122 

recommended changes to the updated Code of Ordinances as an exhibit, so that the recommended 123 

changes can then be added as part of the first code update.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  124 
  125 

2. Afton Marina and Yacht Club Settlement Agreement  126 

The Afton Marina and Yacht Club has agreed to a settlement agreement to resolve issues related to the  127 

Downtown Old Village Improvement Project.  128 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the Afton Marina and Yacht Club Settlement 129 

Agreement.  Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0. 130 
 131 

3. Volunteer Commission Reappointments  132 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson Motion regarding appointing Justin Sykora, Christian 133 

Dawson, and Doug Parker each to an additional 3-year term on the Planning Commission 134 

expiring on February 15, 2027; and appointing Jacob Edwards and Peter Vujovich each to an 135 

additional 3-year term on the Heritage Preservation Commission expiring on February 15, 2027. 136 

Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  137 
 138 

4. Emergency Replacement of Water Pump at City Hall  139 

On Monday, February 12, there was no water service to the City Hall or Sheriff’s substation.  Staff 140 

called out Mantyla Well Service, who determined the water pump was no longer operational and needed 141 

to be replaced.  The pump was installed in 1996, so is 28 years old, which is the general life expectancy 142 

of this type of water pump.   143 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson Motion to affirm staff’s authorization of the replacement of the water 144 

pump at City Hall by Mantyla Well Service at an estimated cost of $4,000 not to exceed $5,000 to 145 

be funded from the Unallocated Interest account in the Special Activities Fund, which has a 146 

current balance of $33,568. Roll call:  All aye, passed 5-0.  147 
 148 

5. Schedule Work Sessions 149 

Work sessions will be scheduled for March.  150 
 151 

D. Committee Reports –   152 

1. Public Works – no report, meeting in March 153 

2. Personnel – no report 154 

3. Parks – no report 155 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Continuing discussion about updating the 156 

walking tour of downtown.  157 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – next meeting is March 12 158 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 159 

7. Police Services Liaisons – no report 160 

 161 
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10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 162 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – no report   163 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski –Council member Wroblewski attended the advanced leaders 164 

seminar.  165 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 166 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report 167 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report  168 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 169 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 170 

 171 

11.  ADJOURN 172 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adjourn. Roll call: all aye, Passed 5-0.     173 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:35 PM 174 

 175 

 176 

 177 

Respectfully submitted by: 178 

 179 

    JY  180 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 181 

 182 

 183 

 184 

Approved by Council March 19, 2024 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 185 

 186 

 187 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 188 


