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4:30 P.M. 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 p.m. by Mayor Palmquist. 12 

 13 

2. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist and Council Members Randy Nelson, Lucia Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. 14 

A Quorum was present.  Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse. 15 

 16 

3. Motion/Second: Perkins/Wroblewski. To approve the agenda for the February 19, 2025 City Council 17 

Work Session.  Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.  18 

 19 

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS  20 

  21 

A. 2025 Goal Setting Preparation 22 

Moorse explained that, preliminary to a work session to set priority goals for 2025, staff had provided information 23 

regarding the status of 2023 and 2024 goals and regarding establishing priority goals for 2025.  Moorse indicated 24 

that if Council members provide a list of their top 3 goals for 2025, the Council can then establish the priority 25 

goals for 2025. 26 

 27 

B. Update Regarding Washington County’s Monopine Telecommunications Tower Site 28 

Moorse reported that explained that on February 14, staff met with Washington County staff regarding the 29 

County’s monopine telecommunications tower site on Afton Hills Court.  The County owns this site and 30 

leases the existing house on the site to tenants for two-year lease terms.  The current lease term is 31 

expiring in June of 2025.  While the CUP requires a lease term of 2 years, the County has had difficulty 32 

finding tenants who want a lease longer than 6 months or one year.  The County is considering a number 33 

of options related to the site, and would like feedback from the City Council regarding the various 34 

options.  The Council agreed that they were open to options related to the site, with the exception of 35 

leaving the house vacant. 36 

 37 

C. Potential Internet Expansion in Afton 38 

Moorse reported that an internet service provider, who recently completed a project to provide fiber-to-the-home 39 

in a portion of Denmark Township is interested in extending that service into Afton.  The Council agreed that the 40 

provider should be invited to a work session to discuss their plans.  41 

 42 

D. 3M Settlement Priority 2 Grant Opportunity Update 43 

Moorse explained that the 3M Priority 2 funding is $20 million of funding targeted to restoration and recreation 44 

projects. To be considered, a project must help achieve one or more of these settlement goals:  45 

• Goal 1 – Restore, protect, and enhance aquatic and terrestrial resources, wildlife, and habitats. 46 
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• Goal 2 – Increase understanding of fish tissue contamination, improve communication about 47 

PFAS-based fish consumption advisories, and identify and enhance alternative, non-contaminated 48 

fishing areas.  49 

• Goal 3 – Improve and enhance outdoor recreational opportunities.  50 

Applicants can apply for no less than $20,000 per project. No match is required. 51 

Moorse also reported that staff is in communication with Belwin regarding potential collaborative projects and 52 

staff is meeting with Washington County to discuss possible collaborative projects.   53 

 54 

 55 

E. Battle Creek Park to St. Croix River Regional Trail Planning Update 56 

Moorse reported that staff is participating on a Technical Advisory Committee to provide input to 57 

Washington County’s long term planning process for a regional trail that will connect the Battle Creek 58 

Regional Park in Maplewood with the St. Croix River.  Moorse also provided a list of questions for the 59 

Council to consider and address to provide direction to staff to guide staff’s participation in the long 60 

term planning process.  Moorse also indicated he will also request the Parks Committee and NRGC to 61 

respond to the same questions.  62 

 63 

It was suggested that 50th Street may be a good location for the trail corridor. 64 

 65 

F. Fire Department Study Update 66 

Moorse indicated it is important that Afton is actively involved in the fire department study process and is 67 

prepared to be effectively involved in the decision-making process regarding the various options analyzed in the 68 

study.   Moorse reported that he, alternate Fire Board member Randy Nelson and Fire Board member Kevin 69 

Johnson met with two members of the Fire Study consultant’s team to share their questions, concerns and 70 

perspectives regarding the study, and the options to be analyzed, and to better understand the study and its scope 71 

and deliverables.  Moorse reported that the consultants were very knowledgeable and experienced.  Their study 72 

process is data-based, which requires a substantial data collection effort.  Moorse suggested that, as the study 73 

process moves forward, it is important to take opportunities to check in with the consultant to ensure the types of 74 

data they are collecting will enable them to conduct well-informed analyses and to draw well-informed insights 75 

regarding the questions and options of most interest to Afton. 76 

 77 

G. PFAS Public Information Meeting Update 78 

Moorse reported that staff met with staff from the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (MPCA) and the 79 

Minnesota Department of Health (MDH) to begin planning for a PFAS public information meeting for 80 

Afton residents to be held in the spring.  Moorse asked the Council to share questions or concerns they 81 

have regarding PFAS, or questions and concerns they have been hearing from residents, so that staff can 82 

share those questions and concerns with the MPCA and MDH staff to assist them in preparing for the 83 

meeting. Moorse reported that the meeting is planned to be held in the Memorial Lutheran Church 84 

fellowship hall in late April or early May.   85 

 86 

 87 

H. Cannabis/Hemp Ordinance Update 88 
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Moorse explained that Afton’s cannabis/hemp ordinance allows both on-sale and off-sale sales of hemp drinkables 89 

in an establishment with an on-sale liquor license.  Other than that, sales of hemp edibles are allowed only as an 90 

accessory use to another retail use (which could be limited to an establishment with a liquor license) in the 91 

downtown commercial area, with the exception of retail sales accessory to a cannabis mezzobusiness or a cannabis 92 

microbusiness, which are allowed in the industrial zones. Also, from a public health perspective, the county’s 93 

biggest concern with the hemp edibles is places retailing them that are not in the business of checking ID’s routinely 94 

for sale of other products.  Allowing retailing of hemp edibles only as an accessory use to a restaurant/bar or 95 

cannabis retailer would align with this concern. 96 

 97 

Moorse suggested that, based on the information from county staff, the Council may want to consider allowing 98 

hemp edible retailers only as an accessory use to a restaurant/bar and/or to a cannabis retailer.    99 

 100 

The Council agreed that the retail sale of hemp edibles should be allowed only in a cannabis retail establishment in 101 

the VHS-C zoning district. 102 

 103 

I. Update Regarding Properties in the VHS Districts that Remain Unconnected to the Municipal 104 

Sanitary Sewer System 105 

Moorse reported that there are four properties that remain unconnected to the municipal sanitary sewer system.  106 

The Council requested Moorse to provide the addresses of the four unconnected properties, and to ensure all other 107 

properties have been connected.  108 

 109 

J. City Administrator Updates 110 

There were no additional City Administrator updates. 111 

 112 

5.  ADJOURN 113 

Motion/Second: Wroblewski/Perkins. To adjourn at 6:00 p.m.  Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0.   114 

  115 

 116 

Respectfully submitted by: 117 

 118 

      119 

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator 120 

 121 

 122 

Approved by Council on March 18, 2025 (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 123 

 124 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 125 


