
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

February 18, 2025  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Lucia Wroblewski,  Annie Perkins, Randy Nelson & Mayor Palmquist.  17 

A quorum was present.   Absent was Stan Ross (excused)  18 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Tom Radio, City Planner Claire 19 

Michelson, City Accountant Leo Yurek.  20 

 21 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  22 

Motion/Second  Wroblewski/Perkins To approve the agenda for the February 18, 2025 Regular City 23 

Council meeting.  Passed  4-0.  24 

 25 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   26 

A. Minutes of the January 21, 2025 City Council Meeting 27 

B. Minutes of the January 15, 2025 City Council Work Session  28 

Council member Wroblewski noted two spelling errors 29 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the minutes of the January 21 City Council meeting 30 

and January 15 City Council Works Session. Passed 4-0.     31 

 32 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  33 

 none 34 

 35 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 36 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report   37 

Report in packet  38 

 39 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report  40 

Report in packet. Surplus is due to low snow removal costs, no snow.    41 

 42 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  43 

Richard Bend reported they have an interim accountant (Tom N) until a new accountant is hired. Board has 44 

been pleased with Afton’s involvement at the past few meetings.  45 

 46 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 47 

A. Just and Correct Claims 48 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – January 20215 - Resolution 2025-11 49 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve consent agenda including Resolutions 2025-11 Roll 50 

Call: All aye, passed 4-0.  51 

 52 

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS 53 

A. Planning Commission  54 

1.  Andrea Schotzko Variance Application for a Garage at 3322 Pennington Avenue South – Resolution 55 

2025-12 56 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the PC s discussion on the application which is to replace the existing garage 57 

and the other accessory buildings on the property with a new garage that would be located 8 feet from the 58 
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rear property line in order to enable a two-stall garage.  The planning commission received comments both 59 

in support of and against the project, and had a tied vote to recommend approval.  60 

Andrea Schotzko, applicant, summarized the project.  61 

Claire Stickler, City Planner, noted that we are still waiting for final impervious surface calculation, and the 62 

planning commission recommended including a condition not to increase.   63 

Council member Wroblewski stated that she visited the site and noted it will look nicer with the sheds 64 

removed and a garage that matches the house. It appears that they are doing all they can to minimize the 65 

variance. 66 

Council member Nelson stated that condition #3 addresses the impervious surface concern.  67 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2025-12 approving the Adrea Schotzko 68 

Variance application for a garage at 3322 Pennington Ave S, with spelling correction to Finding #12. 69 

Roll Call: all aye, Passed 4-0.  70 

 71 

2.  Frank VanTassell Variance Application for a Detached Garage at 15416 Afton Hills Drive South – 72 

Resolution 2025-13 73 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the application and Planning Commissions discussion.  The proposed garage 74 

was permitted in October with a site plan that showed a 50 foot setback. The City was notified that the 75 

concrete pad had been poured at 47.6 feet instead of the permitted 50 feet. The shed has not been 76 

constructed within the setback, as the applicants are requesting a variance.   77 

Chris, 1st Choice Builders, explained that the corner of the garage is where the encroachment is. Once they 78 

realized their GPS survey was wrong they stopped. Other properties on this road are as close or closer. 79 

Council member Wroblewski stated that this is an accessory building. Other houses referenced as being 80 

close to road are houses, not comparable. If the building was 2 feet shorter it would be allowed without a 81 

variance.   82 

Mayor Palmquist noted that if a variance was requested prior to construction it would have been denied 83 

because it could be avoided. However, he doesn’t feel it was done on purpose.  84 

Council member Nelson stated that this could have been done right initially without need for a variance.  85 

Council member Perkins expressed concern about setting a precedence.   86 

Tom Radio, City Attorney suggested adding text for a finding on resolution:  “The approval of the 2.4 foot 87 

variance is based on the unique circumstances in this application and does not create a binding precedent for 88 

other applications.” 89 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2025-13 approving the Frank VanTassell Vari-90 

ance application at 15416 Afton Hills Drive S, with additional finding to state “The approval of the 2.4 91 

foot variance is based on the unique circumstances in this application and does not create a binding 92 

precedent for other applications.” Roll call:  Passed 3-1 (Wroblewski nay).  93 

 94 

3.  Draft Amendment to Lighting and Glare Ordinance to Clarify Outdoor Lighting Regulations 95 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the Planning Commissions feedback on the draft:  An exemption 96 

should be added to the ordinance amendment for lighting needed on agricultural properties, in-97 

clude a specific number of days for seasonal decorations rather than specific dates/ holidays, re-98 

quire the new regulations for new building projects.  99 

Council member Wroblewski noted there is an education component.  100 

Council member Perkins suggested setting time limits. Also edit paragraph G to include “objects, trees and 101 

foliage”.  102 

Discussion was held on how to keep it simple, easy to identify/measure and objective.  103 

Tom Radio will bring a revised version back to the council for review, and then it can go to the Planning 104 

Commission for public hearing.  105 

 106 

 107 
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B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  108 

1. Project Updates    109 

Administrator Moorse stated he will be reviewing the Valley Creek plans with the engineer next week.  110 

 111 

C. Administration –  112 

1. Parks Committee Recommendations Regarding Town Square Park Basketball Court Improvements 113 

(taken out of order) 114 

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: The Parks Committee, at its February 10, 115 

2025 meeting, reviewed price quotes related to the replacement of the basketball court at Town Square 116 

Park.  The price quotes included the removal of the existing court and related fencing, providing a new 117 

base for a new asphalt court, the paving of a new court, and the sealing/painting and striping of the new 118 

court.  The price quotes total $29,600.                                           119 

Grant Jensen, Parks Committee Chair, stated that they are doing this in phases because there is so much 120 

to consider. This is for the basics then they will come back with use and fencing options. This quote is for 121 

replacing what is there.  122 

After discussion the council was generally in favor of the contractors and pricing. No vote was taken. 123 

Discussion on uses will be done at the next Parks Committee meeting.  124 

 125 

2.  City Dock Fee Schedule 126 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Afton House would like to modify the dock fee schedule for the 127 

City Dock.  Currently, the fee is $5 per hour.  They would like to increase the fee to offset increased 128 

costs (Labor, Insurance, etc).  The fee has not been increased for many years. They propose to match the 129 

Hudson City Dock fees as follows: $10 per boat upon docking for the 1st hour, $5 for each additional 130 

hour; $30 flat fee for overnight (from 10pm – 10am) [Current overnight fee is $20] 131 

Council member Wroblewski suggested a compromise keeping fee at $5 for hourly boats, increasing the 132 

overnight fee.  133 

Council member Perkins noted that Prescott and Hudson have free docks available and Afton does not.  134 

Council member Nelson suggested leave the fees as is until the end of the contract.  135 

Motion Palmquist approve increase to 10 and over night to 30. No second, motion dies 136 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins compromise $5 for each hour, $30 for overnight. Vote 2-2 tie 137 

Motion/Second Nelson/Wroblewski leave fees as they are for remainder of contract. Motion 138 

withdrawn / not needed as there is no change in fees.   139 

 140 

3.  Planning Commission Reappointment 141 

Motion/Second Wrobleski/Perkins to appoint Kuchen Hale to an additional 3-year term on the 142 

Planning Commission expiring on February 15, 2028.  Passed 4-0.  143 

 144 

4.  Excess Liability Coverage and Decline Waiver of Statutory Liability Limits 145 

Motion/Second Nelson/Perkins to not waive the monetary limits on tort liability established by 146 

Minnesota Statutes, Section 466.04. Passed 4-0 147 
 148 

5.  Schedule Work Session 149 

A work session will be scheduled for March in addition to the one being held tomorrow.  150 

 151 

D. Committee Reports –   152 

1. Public Works – no report     153 

2. Personnel – no report  154 

3. Parks – items covered earlier in the agenda   155 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Working on the walking tour.  156 

The person who did the Stillwater walking tour was at the last meeting.  157 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – no report  158 
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6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 159 

7. Police Services Liaisons – Council member Wroblewski stated that at the last meeting summer 160 

plans were discussed.    161 

 162 

11.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 163 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  Discussed a bike race proposal to start/finish in Afton this summer.  164 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – Attended a hearing regarding 3M settlement money.  165 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross –  absent 166 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – no report 167 

E. Mayor Palmquist – Discussed having a PFAS information session.   168 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 169 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 170 

 171 

12.  ADJOURN 172 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 4-0.   173 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  174 

 175 

 176 

 177 

Respectfully submitted by: 178 

 179 

    JY  180 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 181 

 182 

 183 

 184 

Approved by Council March 18, 2025 as (check one):  Presented: ____X____ Amended:      ______ 185 

 186 

 187 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 188 


