
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

DRAFT City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   February 18, 2020 6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist 11 

 12 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited. 13 

 14 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Stan Ross, Absent were Annie 15 

Perkins, Randy Nelson (both excused).  A Quorum was present.   16 

 17 

ALSO PRESENT:   City Accountant Tom Niedzwiecki, City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Engineer 18 

Susan Polka, City Attorney Fritz Knaak.   19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Add items: 9c12 extra patrols for summer, 2d dwelling unit at 1475 Afton Blvd, 7b Sarah Valley Branch 22 

Library, fire dept. inspections 23 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the agenda for the February 18, 2020 Regular City 24 

Council meeting with additions.  Passed 3-0.   25 

  26 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   27 

B.  Minutes of the January 21, 2020 Regular City council meeting.   – 2 changes, see notes.   28 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve the minutes of the January 21, 2020 City Council 29 

meeting.  Passed 3-0.   30 

 31 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  32 

Kathy Graham, Trading Post Trail; Provided comment on Afton Creek Preserve item c1.  Stated that money 33 

for these items should all be covered by the escrow account as it all relates back to the development agreement.  34 

 35 

Richard Bend 1002 Stagecoach Trail S;  He is an adjacent landowner to the Five Oaks subdivision, very much 36 

in favor of the application being approved. Would potentially suggest that the donation to Belwin be a 37 

condition of council’s approval – unless there is a tax implication (there is).  38 

Regarding the proposed conservation on Valley Creek: in addition to items listed, the Natural Resources 39 

Inventory gives this area a high priority rating.  This property will provide a wildlife corridor and excellent 40 

habitat.   41 

Also suggest adding on annual list of goals to have NRGC map out areas of high quality to be preserved pro-42 

actively.   43 

 44 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS –  45 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report  46 

   Sgt Van Klei introduced new Deputy Brandon who is taking Steve Wittles position.  He will be the 47 

afternoon relief deputy 3 days/week. Afternoon full time is Deputy Mancini .   48 

 49 

B.  Sarah Meyer, VB library Valley Forward Group Coordinator.  334 people attended the grand opening of 50 

the new library.  The new space contains new meeting rooms, computer areas, children’s area, activities.  51 

Hours are being looked at for possible extension.   52 

 53 
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C.   Tom Niedzwiecki, Budget Report  54 

Provided an overview of the financial reports.   55 

 56 

D  Lower St. Croix Fire District Report  57 

Richard Bend reported the budget process is proceeding and a draft will be out for review. Relief Association 58 

will have bylaws which will need approval from the city. 59 

 60 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 61 

A. Just and Correct Claims 62 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the Just and Correct Claims.  Passed 3-0.  63 

B. 4M Fund Transfer  – Resolution – none this month  64 

 65 

9.   CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS  66 

A.  Planning Commission Report – (PC report & Draft PC minutes) 67 

 1.  Lisa Buck Variance Application – Resolution 2020-12 68 

PC Chair Kopitzke summarized the application.  The variance is to allow a garage structure proposed 69 

to be located 56 feet from the centerline of Upper 34th Street vs. the required 105 foot setback. The 70 

planning commission discussed the amount of disturbance to the slope and requirements for the sink 71 

drain.   72 

Council member Wroblewski requested adding text to condition #4 to require sink drain compliance 73 

to county requirements prior to construction.  74 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve Resolution 2020-12 Variance application by Lisa 75 

Buck at 15740 Upper 34th Street with addition to condition #4 noted above.  Roll Call: All aye, 76 

Passed.    77 

 78 

2.  Five Oaks Family Farm Subdivision and Variance application  79 

Five Oaks Family Farm has applied for a Minor Subdivision and Variance at 120 and 502 Stagecoach 80 

Trail to subdivide the two existing parcels to create three parcels.  The two existing parcels are 148 81 

acres and 92 acres respectively, and each has an existing house.  The proposed subdivision would 82 

create three parcels 1) 73 acres; 2) 28 acres; 3) 139 acres. The two smaller parcels are planned to remain 83 

residential parcels with conservation easements.  The large parcel is planned to be donated to the 84 

Belwin Conservancy.     85 

 86 

Mayor Palmquist suggested the following additions to the Resolution: 87 

Add new Finding #11 “A stated goal of the Comprehensive Plan is plan to protect steep slopes”  88 

New Finding #17 “Long term protection of open space contributes to the community’s value 89 

proposition for current and future property owners.”  90 

Add new Condition #8:  “The park dedication fee shall be determined by staff. If at such time 91 

the parcel is donated or otherwise becomes unbuildable and public access becomes is made 92 

available to any portion of that parcel, the park funds shall be made will be available to facilitate 93 

that access.”  94 

 95 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve Resolution 2020-15 approving the Minor 96 

Subdivision and Variance application by Five Oaks Family Farm at 120 and 502 Stagecoach 97 

Trail with the additions above. Roll Call: All Aye, Passed.     98 

 99 

3.   Brooks Variance 100 

This items was tabled for further review by the planning commission.  101 

 102 

4.  Election of Officers 103 

Planning Commission Chair – Kris Kopitzke, Vice Chair - Sally Doherty, Secretary - Doug Parker.   104 

 105 
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5.  Short Term Rentals ordinance  106 

Public hearing will be held next month.   107 

 108 

A.  Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report & Council Update) 109 

1.  River Road  110 

Engineer Susan Polka, provided an update. One service is done to one property, the other should be 111 

done next week.  Have worked with school district to begin work after morning bus goes through.  112 

Council member Ross stated that it would be nice to have email addresses of homeowners to contact 113 

quickly.   114 

 115 

2.  Award of bid for River Road Sanitary Sewer project   116 

Bids were opened from seven contractors.    117 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve Resolution 2020-14 awarding a construction 118 

contract for the River Road Sanitary Sewer project to Geislinger & Sons in the amount of 119 

$344,150.00.   120 

Roll call:  All Aye, passed 3-0.  121 

 122 

C. Administration –  123 

1.   Afton Creek Developer dispute regarding escrow account charges  124 

Administrator Moorse stated that the developer has disputed charges from the city engineers related 125 

to resident complaints.   126 

Council member Ross stated he wants to be sure we are being fair.   127 

Council member Wroblewski stated that regardless of who the complaints were from, the issues 128 

were real and needed to be addressed.  Developers engineer was not engaged so we had to do the 129 

work, Ms. Hildebrand addressed many of these issues. Violations were occurring. We are being fair, 130 

this was the agreement.  131 

Mayor Palmquist stated that the time issue is real.  If time is billed for phone call…could see 132 

perhaps not billing that.  How many charges are related to explaining v.s. addressing the real issue.  133 

Council member Wroblewski stated that the June issues were related to trucks hauling. Likely more 134 

of WSB’s time was spent than what was logged. That is the developer’s responsibility.    135 

Mayor Palmquist stated he would be willing to review; actionable events are billable.  136 

Administrator Moorse stated that there will be costs coming this spring and summer. Construction 137 

shouldn’t start if there is nothing in the escrow account. 138 

Motion/   Wroblewski/    Move that the developer must pay these charges and no construction 139 

can occur unless the escrow funds are replenished. (Motion fails, no second) 140 

Tim Keen, Attorney for Developer. Stated they have no objection to fair & reasonable expenses.  141 

Do object to others, feels review would be appropriate to look at charges.  Stated that WSB charges 142 

were too high. 143 

Council member Ross stated he had direct experience going down there; agreement was no trucks 144 

on Odell, during construction trucks were there. 145 

Mayor Palmquist stated that our engineering firm shouldn’t be disparaged. There is ample evidence 146 

of problems down there that they were dealing with.  147 

Mr. Carlson, Developer; stated that the trucks were wrong. However, Plow Engineering approved 148 

everything and WSB monitoring was overkill.    149 

Mayor Palmquist stated that staff will review the charges with the engineer.    150 

 151 

2. Preservation/Conservation plan for Valley Creek properties, Resolution 2020-15 152 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2020-15 identifying the property at 2398 153 

St. Croix Trail as a high priority for preservation and conservation and that the City will 154 

partner with Washington County and its Land and Water Legacy Program and the Belwin 155 

Conservancy for the acquisition and preservation of the property. Roll call: All Aye, passed 3-156 

0.  157 
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  158 

3. Gerhke Property Exchange 159 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to have staff move forward with plan “d” as described on the 160 

council action memo.     161 

Discussion 162 

Need decision by March special meeting  163 

Council member Ross amend motion to add  “and to look at creative ways to complete”. 164 

(Palmquist second).  165 

Motion vote: Passed 3-0. 166 

 167 

4. 2019 General fund surplus 168 

Council member Ross provided a list of necessary IT replacements and upgrades, additional 169 

document scanning needs and additional audio visual equipment upgrades in the Council 170 

Chambers.  171 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve Resolution 2020-16 and move funds into legal 172 

reserve account for funding gap.   173 

Discussion was held regarding future and present needs. Ron & Kens PC’s as well as the laptop in 174 

the chambers are running Windows 7.  The merits of scanning old meeting minutes and ordinances 175 

was discussed. Palmquist would not recommend scanning the old minutes to save money.   176 

Council member Ross stated that email migration is priority, then computer replacement.  177 

Administrator Moorse stated that $11,000 from the cable commission plus the $5,000 will cover 178 

pcs, laptop, scanning, email migration, microphones.  In 3 yrs will need to replace other server.  179 

Council member Wroblewski noted that the scanning projects are divided up on the sheet.  180 

Mayor Palmquist recommended scanning the subdivision files now, others next year. 181 

Ross/Palmquist amend motion to move $54,000 to legal reserve/project overruns, $5000 to 182 

present needs for IT.  Passed 3-0.  183 

 184 

5. Interim ordinance moratorium 185 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve adoption of Ordinance 02-2020 an interim 186 

ordinance establishing a moratorium on permits for non-residential and non-agricultural 187 

principal structures in the Ag, AP and RR zones. Roll call: All Aye, Passed 3-0.  188 

 189 

6. Solution for email server with outdated operating system 190 

Done  191 

 192 

7. Policy regarding direct access to the city’s contracted service consultants 193 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to have develop policy regarding having requests to contact 194 

contracted professionals go through city staff.  Passed 3-0.  195 

 196 

8. Additional document scanning projects 197 

Done  198 

 199 

9. Kim Myhers application to serve on the NRGC 200 

Motion/Second Wroblewski /Ross to approve appointment of Kim Myhers to a 3 year term 201 

on the Natural Resources & Groundwater Committee. Passed 3-0.  202 

 203 

10. LED Lighting project at public works shop 204 

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to replace the lights in the Public Works garage on 205 

Stagecoach Trail at a cost of $1,400.  Passed 3-0. 206 

 207 

11. City hall LED lighting update  208 
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Motion/Second Wroblewsk/Ross authorizing the light fixtures in the restrooms to be replaced 209 

as part of the City Hall lighting project at a cost of $250.00.  Passed 3-0. 210 

 211 

12.  Extra traffic patrols 212 

Council member Ross recommend the city request extra traffic patrols on Memorial Day weekend.  213 

 214 

13.  Second dwelling unit at 1475 Afton blvd. 215 

Mayor Palmquist stated the property was not to have a kitchen, but it does and it’s being rented 216 

out.  217 

Attorney Knaak recommend sending a letter informing the new owner of the record and  218 

conditions, and that it is illegal.  219 

 220 

14. Fire department inspections 221 

Revisit next month. 222 

 223 

D.  Committee Reports  224 

1.  Public Works –  no report  225 

 2.  Personnel – no report  226 

 3.  Parks –  no report  227 

 4.  Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review –  no report 228 

 5.  Natural Resources and Groundwater –    no report  229 

 230 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES  231 

A.  Ward 1 Council Member Perkins – absent  232 

B.  Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – water consortium meeting  233 

C.  Ward 3 Council Member Ross – no report 234 

D.  Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – absent 235 

E.   Mayor Palmquist – no report  236 

F.   City Attorney Knaak – no report 237 

G.   City Administrator Moorse – no report 238 

 239 

11.  ADJOURN 240 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adjourn.  Passed 3-0.  241 

  242 

Meeting adjourned at 9:53 PM 243 

 244 

 245 

 246 

 247 

Respectfully submitted by: 248 

 249 

    JY  250 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 251 

 252 

Approved by Council November 17, 2020 as (check one):  Presented: ________ Amended:      ______ 253 

 254 

 255 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 256 


