1 PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
2 CITY OF AFTON
3 WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
4
5 APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
6 February 15, 2022
7 Afton City Hall
8 3033 St. Croix Trail
9 Afton, MN 55001
10 7:00 P.M.
11
12 1, THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist
13
14 2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.
15
16 3. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins, Stan Ross. A
17 Quorum was present. absent: Randy Nelson (excused)
18 ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho (via
19 Zoom)
20
21 4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA —
22 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the February 15, 2022 Regular City Council
23 meeting. All aye, passed 5-0.
24
25 5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
26 A. Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist o approve the minutes of the January 18, 2022 Regular City Council
27 meeting. All aye, passed 5-0.
28
29 B. Motion/Second Palmqauist/\Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the January 10, 2022 council work
30 session.
31
32 6. PUBLIC INPUT —
33 none
34
35 7. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS -
36 A. Sheriff’s Report
37 Written report in packet
38
39 B. City Accountants Budget Report
40 Report in the packet
41
42 C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
43 No report
44
45 8. CONSENT AGENDA
46 A. Just and Correct Claims
47 B. 4M Fund Transfers — JANUARY - Resolution 2022-13
48 Motion/Second Ross/Perkins to approve the consent agenda including Resolution 2022-13. Roll call:
49 all aye, passed 4-0.
50
51
52 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
53 A. Planning Commission Report
54 1. Rise Application for Vacation of Drainage and Utility Easements on Lots 4 and 5 of the Afton
55 Business Park Subdivision at Hudson Road East of Manning Avenue — Resolution 2022-14
56 Chair Kopitzke stated that the planning commission recommended approval. The lots were combined as
57 required so the easement is not needed.

58 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2022-14 regarding the Rise application
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59 for the vacation of the drainage and utility easements along the property line between lots 4 and 5
60 of the Afton Business Park Subdivision. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.
61
62 2. Novik/Weinkauf Variance at 14740 Valley Creek Trail South — Resolution 2022-15
63 Chair Kopitzke stated that the variance application is to enable the existing nonconforming house,
64 located approximately 78 feet from Valley Creek vs the required setback of 200 feet, to be replaced with
65 a new house with a similar nonconforming setback from Valley Creek. The planning commission
66 recommended approval.
67 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2022-15 approving the Novik/Weinkauf
68 Variance at 14740 Valley Creek Trail South. Roll call: all aye, passed 4-0.
69
70 3. Groundwater Protection
71 Chair Kopitzke stated that at its February 7 meeting, the Commission agreed that its efforts should be
72 focused on groundwater protection, because ensuring the quality and quantity of drinking water is a key
73 priority for Afton and the region. Before committing to a significant effort, the Planning Commission
74 wanted to obtain feedback from the Council regarding this effort and whether the Council had any plans
75 related to other efforts it may request the Commission to undertake in 2022.
76 Council member Perkins stated that the NRGC needs to be included and involved.
77 Mayor Palmquist suggested looking at mitigation of pervious surface. For example, pervious surface of
78 farm field different than on steep slopes.
79
80
81 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
82 1. Project Updates
83 Written report in packet.
84
85 2. 2022 Engineering Services Rate Schedule
86 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to table item to next month. All aye, passed 4-0.
87
88
89 C. Administration —
90 1. Lumberyard Pub Liquor License renewal
91 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve renewal of the 2022 liquor license for Lumberyard
92 Pub. All aye, passed 4-0.
93
94 2. Ziton request for extension of variance
95 Administrator Moorse stated that the John and Kim Ziton application for a variance at 4102 River Road
96 for the replacement of an existing house on the site was approved on February 16, 2021. The ordinance
97 indicates a variance must be implemented within one year from the date the variance was issued. The
98 Zitons have requested an extension of the timeline for implementation of their variance to enable them
99 to break ground on May 1, 2022.
100 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2022-16 approving the extension of the
101 timeline for implementation of the Ziton variance at 4102 River Road for an additional year.
102 Administrator Moorse stated that language needs to be added to the application form indicating the one-
103 year timeframe so that it is clear. Also a definition of “implementation” is needed.
104 Council member Ross recommended that the process be automated on these applications.
105 Council member Wroblewski stated that she voted against the resolution approving the original Ziton
106 variance because she felt it was well beyond the minimal variance standard. Regarding the vote to
107 allow the extension Wroblewski recognized that one CC member who voted for the variance and who
108 almost certainly would vote to approve the extension was absent. Though she was not in favor of the
109 variance approval she recognizes that a no vote on this technicality would void the year and a half
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110 process the Planning Commission and the CC were involved in. Though Wroblewski has not changed
111 her mind about voting to deny the variance application as it was presented, she recognizes she was in
112 the minority on that vote. Wroblewski did not feel that such a purely technical procedural no vote on an
113 extension that is ultimately a minority position of this CC should prevail because of the absence of a CC
114 colleague. It is for this reason that Wroblewski opted to vote aye on the extension though she still has
115 reservations and stands by her no vote on the variance approval. She hopes and believes that if the roles
116 were reversed this Afton Mayor and CC would do the same.

117 Roll call: Ross nay, Palmquist aye, Perkins aye, Wroblewski aye. Passed 3-1.

118

119 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to have staff investigate requirements to implement tracking for
120 projects. All aye, Passed 4-0

121

122 Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to update application forms for variances with deadlines
123 and investigate language to define implementing projects. All aye, Passed 4-0.

124

125 3. Contracted services RFPs

126 Administrator Moorse stated that the Council has agreed to conduct two RFP processes per year for

127 contracted services to ensure the City continues to receive quality services at competitive costs. The
128 Council has not conducted an RFP process for legal or engineering services since each firm was hired in
129 2009.

130 Council member Ross stated it is not a reflection on services being provided, but its our job to look for
131 the best for the money.

132 Council member Wroblewski stated she would prefer to do engineering first.

133 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to proceed with RFP process for engineering services.

134 Council member Perkins stated she would like to discuss this in a work session.

135 Motion vote: 2 aye (Ross, Wroblewski), 2 nay (Perkins, Palmquist). Motion fails.

136

137 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to discuss RFP process at work session on March 9. Passed 3-1
138 (Ross nay).

139

140 4. Extension of Contract with Stensland Inspection Services for Building Inspection Services —

141 Resolution 2022-17

142 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to adopt Resolution 2022-17 regarding the renewal of the contract
143 for building inspection services with Stensland Inspection Services for a period of three years,

144 expiring on December 31, 2024. Roll call: All aye, passed 4-0.

145

146 5. Planning Commission Reappointments

147 Moorse stated that three members terms are expiring; 2 would like to continue. James Langan has not
148 responded yet.

149 Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to appoint both Kuchen Hale and Roger Bowman to an

150 additional term on the Planning Commission expiring on February 15, 2024. All aye, Passed 4-0
151

152 6. 2022 Council Goal Setting Process Preparations

153 Process is starting

154

155 7. Schedule Work Session

156 A work session is being scheduled for March 9.

157

158

159 D. Committee Reports —
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1.

2.
3.

o ok

Public Works — Ross reported that the South Washington Watershed District has grant funding avail-
able for stormwater projects. Public works will be working to locate stormwater ponds in Afton.
Personnel - no report

Parks — Wroblewski reported that the pollinator garden design is being worked on; committee will
want volunteers. Discussed priorities for 2022.

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report

Ag Preservation Committee — Moorse reported the committee discussed the presentation given at
the last meeting, along with initial initiatives and criteria for evaluating.

Police Services Liaisons — Ross reported that Sgt. Benson recommended the city hire off-duty offic-
ers for extra patrols. For the 4" of July the committee pays $65/hr, and rents squad car from the
county. 4 hr minimum.

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A.
B.

Qmmon

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report
Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — There was an accident at 40" & Neal. Attended a good webinar
through the LMC, will share the link.
. Ward 3 Council Member Ross —. No report
. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — not present
. Mayor Palmquist — Redistricting maps were just released.
City Attorney Knaak — Trials are scheduled for the first week in March for Walker and Fleetwood.
. City Administrator Moorse — proposed flooring for lobby area.

11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:37 pm

Respectfully submitted by:

Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council March 15, 2022 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




