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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
February 13, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie
Perkins. (Council member Ross participated remotely and joined the meeting a few minutes late). A Quorum
was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse, as well as Katie Bloome and Justin Sykora
representing Belwin.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski, To approve the agenda for the February 13, 2023 City Council
Work Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 4-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Proposed Site Plan for Belwin Oxbow Trail Area
Belwin staff presented a proposed site plan for the Oxbow Trails Hiking Area for the Council’s review
and feedback. The site plan included the general trail plan, along with the locations of related elements
including the parking lot, an open play area, a picnic area with a shelter, a restroom facility and a
smaller picnic area.

There was discussion regarding a grant application for the improvements and whether the City would
be able to assist with the grant match. The Council agreed to consider funding for a portion of the
grant match. Mayor Palmquist indicated the boardwalks across the wetland area would be his top
priority in the case of limited funding.

B. Electric Vehicle Charging Station Grant Application

Moorse explained a grant program through the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency to provide
financial assistance to local governments for the installation of Electric Vehicle (EV) charging
stations. He indicated the grant would cover up to $7,500 of the cost of a single port charging station
(1 vehicle) and up to $15,000 of the cost of a dual port charging station (2 vehicles). There is a 20%
City match. Moorse explained a number of application requirements that affect decisions regarding
the location, type and number of chargers. Based on the grant requirements, Moorse requested
feedback from the Council regarding the type, number and location(s) of chargers to be included in a
grant application.

The Council had a number of questions (see the list below) and requested staff to provide the answers
for the February 21 Council meeting.

» Provide a price quote for two single port charging stations.

» Clarify the expected cost of providing electrical service to the stations

o Clarify if the charging stations could use the 3-phase electrical service that serves the large lift
station near the Steamboat Park lot

» Confirm whether the price quote obtained for two dual port charging stations includes the

equipment and software necessary to accept payments

» Obtain information regarding operating costs including routine maintenance of the equipment
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54 e Obtain information regarding whether there is expected to be another opportunity to apply for this
55 grant in the future

56

57 C. 2023 Goal Setting

58 Moorse provided the list of goals for 2022, with completed goals highlighted. Each Council member
59 listed and explained their priority goals for 2023.

60

61 D. City Administrator Updates

62 There were no City Administrator updates.

63

64

65 5. ADJOURN

66 Motion/Second: Wroblewski/Perkins. To adjourn at 6:15 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.
67

68

69  Respectfully submitted by:

70

71

72 Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

73

74

75  Approved by Council on March 21, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:

76

77

78  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




