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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
January 22, 2020

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

7:00 P.M.

1.

The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The meeting was rescheduled from
January 19 due to technical problems.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist
THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was not recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
Ross. A Quorum was present. The meeting was held virtually via Zoom due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho

APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

Move item 9¢9 up to 9cl.

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the January 22, 2021 Regular City Council
meeting with change noted. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the minutes of the December 15, 2020 City Council
Meeting, and the December 22, 2020 Special City Council Meeting. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

PUBLIC INPUT -

Jan Woodfill, 4242 River Rd; Stated she is glad to see the ordinance being enforced regarding setbacks on
front and back of property on River Road. All of the property owners have had to follow the rules. The existing
property has a four car garage, seems there is room to do a new house without changing the footprint.

REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —
A. Sheriff’s Report
Council member Wroblewski reported that traffic enforcement has been working well.

B. Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report
Report in packet

C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson stated they are still working on their five-year plan.

CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

4M Fund Transfers — December — Resolution 2021-01

Extension of the Declaration of Local Emergency — Resolution 2021-02
Designate official Depository — Resolution 2021-03

Designate Official Newspaper — Resolution 2021-04

Designate Official Signatories for payroll and checks — Resolution 2021-05
Appointment of Election Judges — Resolution 2021-06

2021 Regular Meeting Schedule — Resolution 2021-07

Renew 4 M joint powers agreement — Resolution 2021-08

Motlon/Second Palmquist/Ross To approve consent agenda and Resolutions 2021-01 through 2021-08.
Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
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59 9. CITY COUNCIL BUISINESS

60 A. Planning Commission Report
61 1. FOC Preliminary Plat application
62 Chair Kopitzke stated that the Planning Commission recommended approval.
63 Bob Kirmis, City Planning Consultant, was present for questions
64 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve Resolution 2021-09 approving the FOC
65 preliminary plat application for 63 acres of land with PID 06.028.20.24.0004.
66 Council member Wroblewski asked if any determination was made on the rock pile. (not at this point)
67 Mayor Palmquist asked about the park dedication fee and trail, would like to discuss in work session prior
68 to final plat.
69 James Gasperini stated he would be happy to attend work session on park dedication.
70 Council member Ross wanted to re-affirm that roads are built to city specifications.
71 Mayor Palmquist stated item 14 should be adjusted to allow flexibility. Edit to read “park
72 dedication requirements as determined by the city” (accepted)
73 Roll call vote: All aye, passed 5-0.
74
75 2. John & Kim Ziton variance application at 4102 River Rd
76 Chair Kopitzke summarized the variance application. The Planning Commission recommended denial of
77 the variance due to the project not meeting the requirements of hardship.
78 Administrator Moorse stated that proposal in front of the council now is different than what was in front
79 of the planning commission. This proposal has less impact, but still significant. Council could take action
80 or could get feedback from planning commission - question of process.
81 Council member Wroblewski asked why this didn’t go back to planning commission as this is a new
82 proposal. In favor of sending to planning commission for review.
83 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to send the variance application back to the Planning Commission
84 for review.
85 Kopitzke asked if we need another public hearing since it changed.
86 Attorney Knaak asked about timeline (extended once to early March).
87 Council member Ross friendly amendment to “reset clock and waive fee”.
88 Attorney Knaak stated that the application could be referred back for more review, no requirement for
89 additional public hearing.
90 Council member Wroblewski stated that the other plan was substantially different.
91 Attorney Knaak stated it is part of same process. If the applicant is agreeable to extending the deadline,
92 you won’t have to deny the application and restart.
93 Ziton, applicant, stated she is agreeable.
94 Attorney Knaak stated that it is on record that the applicant is agreeable to extending the deadline.
95 Council member Perkins asked that the planning commission look at other River Rd variances either
96 denied or approved, to be sure they are consistent.
97 Mayor Palmquist state that some of the lots here were non-conforming to begin with, that is the challenge.
98 Roll call vote: all aye, passed 5-0.
99 Koptizke asked if the planning commission can hold a public hearing even if it’s not required.
100 Administrator Moorse stated that we can’t meet publication deadline for a Feb. public hearing, would go
101 into March.
102 Attorney Knaak stated the question is this substantial enough of a change for public hearing? Would
103 planning commission rely on input to make decision, or is it consideration of same issues?
104
105 3. Draft Ordinance Amendment Regarding Shared Driveways
106 Chair Kopitzke stated they are close to having public hearing on draft. The planning commission still
107 prefers smaller lot requirements.
108 Council member Wroblewski asked regarding item 8, what is ‘bulb’?
109 Administrator Moorse stated it refers to shape of cul de sac to allow for required turnaround space.
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110 Mayor Palmquist stated the language may need to be re-phrased to clarify.

111 Council member Wroblewski asked if item 9 needs to be stricter?

112 Administrator Moorse would rely on city engineer.

113 Council member Wroblewski stated that item 11 seems too general. Who would make final decision?
114 Administrator Moorse stated it would be a subdivision, which would go to planning commission and
115 council.

116 Council member Ross feels there should be a requirement for a written agreement.

117 Mayor Palmquist stated that is in item 12.

118 Council member Ross asked where is it recorded?

119 Mayor Palmquist replied, as written it would be recorded with the county with the deed.

120 Attorney Knaak stated the city would approve the agreement language, and to be sure the agreement
121 provides for the city to enforce if needed. Only if there is a possible violation would the city get involved.
122 Language can be included when approving individual agreements.

123 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to refer the draft ordinance to the Planning Commission for a public
124 hearing. Roll call vote: all aye, passed 5-0.

125

126 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

127 1. 2021 Pavement Improvement Project

128 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer. Bids were opened for 2021. Decided to do mill & overlay on Division St.
129 (alternate 2). Bids were good, may add roads to project. Recommend we award contract, add other roads
130 as change order.

131 Council member Ross stated we need to add 30™ St, 32" St., and Pateley.

132 Pearson stated they can be added as a change order for unit pricing of contract.

133 Council member Ross stated in 2017 costs were $200k per mile. Last year quotes were $500k per mile.
134 These bids are 330k per mile. The council approved 28 out of 50 miles that needed work in 2017, 17
135 were done in 2017. Have not done any since to build up reserves. Last year 2020 the bid was so high
136 that council rejected all, no roads were done.

137 Council member Nelson suggested this be a work session topic. Pay as you go v.s. bonding.

138 Council member Perkins asked if it is always best to go with the lowest bid? What do we know about
139 the quality? Who have we worked with in the past.

140 Pearson replied that by law, the lowest qualified bidder has to be selected.

141 Pearson wanted to look at adding additional roadways

142 The Council and Engineer will look at additional roadways and plan to award bid next month.

143

144 2. 32" St Coring proposal

145 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve proposal for core samples on 32" St. Roll call: all
146 aye, passed 5-0.

147

148 C. Administration —

149 1. Osborn Simple Subdivision

150 Administrator Moorse explained that the application has been revised. No additional lots are being

151 created, just a change in shape and size.

152 Council member Wroblewski thanked the applicants for amending the application.

153 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to approve Resolution 2021-14 approving the Jay and Korina
154 Osborne application for a simple subdivision at 3850 Oakgreen Avenue, 13804 40th Street, 13962
155 40th Street and 13580 40™ Street with condition of lot 4 joining, and based on the findings listed
156 below:

157 Findings

158 1. The proposed subdivision includes four parcels, one of which is zoned Agricultural, two

159 of which are zoned Agricultural and Ag Preserve and one of which (the Finch property

160 at 13580 40" Street) is zoned Ag Preserve.
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161 2. The land to the north is zoned Rural Residential, the land to the east is zoned Agricul-
162 tural, the land to the south is zoned Ag Preserve and the land to the west is zoned Agri-
163 cultural.

164 3. The proposed simple subdivision does not create any additional lots.

165 4. All parcels involved in the subdivision are conforming both before and after the subdi-
166 vision.

167 5. The subject property is located in two quarter-quarter (qtr-qtr) sections. The qtr-qtr
168 section line runs north/south approximately 250 feet east of the western boundary of
169 the property.

170 6. Of the four existing parcels, (three owned by the Osbornes and one owned by the

171 Finches) two of the Osborne parcels are currently located completely in the eastern qtr-
172 qtr section and one is located partially in the eastern qtr-qtr section and partially in the
173 western qtr-qtr section. The Finch property is currently located fully in the western
174 qtr-qtr section. With the proposed subdivision, all of the Osborne parcels would be

175 located in the eastern qtr-qtr section and nearly all of the now-larger Finch parcel

176 would be located in the western qtr-qtr section, with the exception of a strip of approxi-
177 mately 1.5 acres, ranging from approximately 75 feet wide to approximately 90 feet

178 wide, that would be located in the eastern qtr-qtr section.

179 Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

180

181 2. Highland Sanitation Fee Increase Request

182 Administrator Moorse stated that the pricing proposal for 2021 is outlined below:

183 2021 Pricing Increases

184 The four elements of the 2021 pricing increases are as follows:

185 o Residential Trash Hauling Pricing Increase: 1.5% (Inflationary increase based on the CPI)
186 e Residential Trash Disposal Pricing Increase: 2.44% (Reflects the actual increase in the
187 tipping fee at the County Recycling and Energy Center.)

188 e Commercial Trash hauling and disposal pricing increase: 2.064% (Reflects a weighted
189 blended percentage made up of the 1.5% inflationary increase and the 2.44% tipping fee
190 increase)

191 e Recycling Pricing Increase: Highland has requested a 4% increase. Staff has offered a
192 2.5% increase. Both of these include an inflationary increase and an increase related to the
193 cost of processing the recyclables. Highland’s pricing increase includes a greater increase
194 for the processing of the recyclables.

195 Council member Perkins stated that 4% for recycling would be ok for this year.

196 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve the 2021 pricing increases for trash and recycling
197 services through Highland Sanitation as laid out by staff with 4% recycling increase. Roll call: all
198 aye passed 5-0.

199

200 3. Designate City Engineer Resolution 2021-11

201 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve Resolution 2021-11 designating WSB & associates as
202 the City Engineer for a term expiring January 31, 2022. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

203

204 4. Designate City Attorney Resolution 2021-12

205 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to approve Resolution 2021-12 designating the firm of Holstad
206 and Knaak, PLC as City Attorney and Prosecution Attorney, for a term expiring January 31,
207 2022. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

208

209 5. Annual Appointments Resolution 2021-13

210 Council member Wroblewski suggested rotating members on the Planning Commission.

211 Council member Nelson agreed that was a good idea.
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Mayor Palmquist recommended switching monthly.

Council member Ross requested staying on Public Works and Emergency Preparedness. Would leave
Parks, and join Police Service Liaison.

Council member Perkins would like Parks.

Council member Nelson stay on Public Works.

Council member Wroblewski: Police liaison, alternate for Parks, Water Consortium

Mayor Palmquist stay on NRGC, HPC, stay on others

Council member Ross Personnel, NRGC

Council member Nelson stay on Fire Dept.

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross move to approve Resolution 2021-13 annual appointments as
amended. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

6. 2021 RFP process for contracted services

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Ross to do RFP for auditor and for legal services for 2022.
Council member Ross asked for a list with contract end dates.

Roll call vote: all aye passed 5-0.

7. Pay equity report

Administrator Moorse provided the following information: Every three years, the City is required to
submit a Pay Equity Report to the State to ensure the City is meeting the requirements of the Pay Equity
Act. The report will be reviewed by the State to ensure the City’s compliance.

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to approve the pay equity report. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

8. Zoning Enforcement Assistance Update

Administrator Moorse stated that Cottage Grove can no longer provide assistance. He will be talking
with the Inspector who works for the Valley Branch Watershed District.

Council member Ross asked if there are private organizations that do this? This is a priority item.
Attorney Knaak stated that Wa County has their zoning office — they may have ideas for help.

9. Schedule work session
Will schedule a work session in the next couple of weeks.

D. Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — Meeting identified 30th, 32nd, Pately Ridge as priority to be done this year. Ken
& Stan put together a list of large culverts, long term planning for treatment site and storm water
system.

Personnel — no report

Parks — no report

Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report

Natural Resources and Groundwater — met yesterday, reviewed subdivision proposal off Neal
Police Services Liaisons — meeting on Feb 8th

Sk W

254 10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

255
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. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report

. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — residents want to meet with Randy & Mayor.

Mayor Palmquist — meeting with potential industrial zone tenant.

City Attorney Knaak — Lake Edith and short term rental case are both moving forward, being scheduled
for initial appearances. Initial arraignment should be in next month.

City Administrator Moorse — no report
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263
264 11. ADJOURN
265 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
266
267 Meeting adjourned at 8:02 PM
268
269
270
271 Respectfully submitted by:
272
273 JY
274  Julie Yoho, City Clerk
275
276
277
278  Approved by Council February 16, 2021 as (check one): Presented: X Amended:
279
280
281  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




