
January 2026 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 

CITY OFFICE CLOSED 

Thursday, January 1 

In observance of New Years Day  

Monday, January 19  

In observance of Martin Luther King Jr Day 

CITY MEETINGS 
January 5, 2026 

Planning Commission Meeting  

7:00 PM 

 

January 6, 2026 
Natural Resources & Groundwater 

Committee 

5:00 PM  

 

January 12, 2026  
Parks Committee 

6:00 PM  

 

January 14, 2026 
Heritage Preservation Commission 

6:00 PM  

 

January 20, 2026 
City Council Meeting   

7:00 PM 
Livestreaming is available for City Council 

and Planning Commission Meetings. 

Information on how to view will be posted 

on the City website along with the agenda 

and meeting packet.  

City Council 
Mayor:   Bill Palmquist  651-308-0569 

Ward 1: Annie Perkins    651-592-3007 

Ward 2: Lucia Wroblewski  651-436-3982     

Ward 3: Stan Ross 612-720-6478 

Ward 4: Randy Nelson 651-436-2479 

City Hall 

651-436-5090 

City Website 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 
Important Numbers 

 

Animal Control 715-220-1332 

Building Inspector 651-436-6469 

Burning Permits   651-436-7033 

Environmental Center   651-275-7475 

Highland Sanitation 651-458-0043 

Otter Lake Animal Care 651-426-8871 

Fire Dept  651-436-7033 

Sheriff’s Dept     651-439-9381 

EMERGENCY 911 

Winter Trash Can Reminder 

Please remember to remove trash and re-

cycling cans from the roadside as soon as 

possible after they have been emptied.  

This allows the snow plows to clean your 

street!   
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The council held the Truth in Taxation hearing at its December 16 meeting and approved the 2026 budget and tax levies. As I mentioned 

in the October newsletter, the preliminary total property tax levy increased 4.44%. The Council has now adopted this final tax levy 

amount. We are all aware of the increasing burden property taxes are having on many of us, and the council worked hard to keep this 

increase as low as possible while still maintaining our infrastructure and providing quality city services. Costs have been increasing across 

the board but I wanted to mention two of the larger increases that we had this year. 

  

The overall increase in the property tax levy was $123,800. One of the more significant line items that I touched on in October related 

to fire and ambulance services which rose $48,663 or 15%. The city had been budgeting reserve funds in prior years in anticipation of this 

increase which helped to limit the tax levy necessary to fund the increase, but we will not have that built-in cushion for cost increases 

next year. The fire department is going to be evolving as it implements the recommendations of a long-range plan that was completed 

this year to enable continued high quality fire and ambulance services into the future. The city is working in partnership with the depart-

ment and the other four cities served by the department to that end. The implementation of essential recommendations is something we 

need to be mindful of, and to remain engaged with during the process. I believe the department is doing excellent work and planning for 

the future, I just want to let everyone know that changes coming to our fire department may have further budgetary implications down 

the road. 

  

The other significant increase is related to funding the long-term street improvement program the city started many years ago and sub-

stantially expanded in 2016. The funding increase this year was similar to past years as we continue to implement a pay-as-you-go funding 

approach. The tax levy for the street improvement fund increased $65,700 or 13.5%. The good news is that the city completed improve-

ments to the last set of roads in the worst condition this year, and can now transition to less intensive and less costly types of road im-

provements. Also, the annual funding increases related to roads will decrease in two years when the city pays off the last of the road 

bonds that it issued many years ago. The funds currently used for the payments on those bonds will then shift to our street improvement 

fund and greatly increase our funding capacity without the need for additional large tax levy-funded increases. 

  

-Bill 

Notes from the Mayor 

Protect our Water Resources- Use Less Salt! 

The Problem with Salt  
A common way to get rid of snow and ice involves using salt to melt it. However, excess salt creates 

chloride pollution, with impacts including:  

• Impaired lakes, streams, and rivers.  

• More salt in shallow wells and drinking water.  

• Toxicity to fish, aquatic bugs, mussels, and amphibians.  

• Damage to flooring and landscaping.  

It only takes one teaspoon of salt to permanently pollute five gallons of water, and more 

salt does not equal more safety. 

Practice Smart Salting 
Follow best practices to save money and improve water quality:  

• Shovel first: The more you shovel or snow blow, the less salt you will need.  

• Do not over apply: Use less than one cup of salt per parking stall.  

• Use sand in colder temperatures: Most salts stop working below 15°F.  

• Sweep the excess: Sweep up and reuse extra sand and salt rather than letting it wash away.  

Hire Trained Contractors  
Do you hire a snow removal service? Find a contractor who is trained in smart salting by 

searching online at Smart Salting training | Minnesota Pollution Control Agency for road 

salt certificate holders or asking them the following:  

• Have you attended a winter parking lot and sidewalk maintenance training session? 

• Are you certified by the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency (or similar local authority) in snow 

and ice control best practices?  

• If not certified, would you be willing to attend a training session?  

• What best practices do you use to reduce the amount of salt applied? 

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/business-with-us/smart-salting-training


 Page 3 

Meeting Highlights 
December 1, 2025 Planning Commission Meeting  

The Commission: 
• Held a public hearing for a Variance application at 4558 Trading Post Tr S. 
• Held a public hearing for a Minor Subdivision at 4558 Trading Post Tr S.  
• Held a public hearing for a Variance application at 13663 34th St S.   
• Discussed the draft Agriculture Conservation Development Ordinance.   

 

December 16, 2025 City Council Meeting   

The Council:  
• Approved the 2026 Budget & Tax Levy 

• Approved an increase to $65 for the sanitary sewer monthly fee.  

• Approved the variance application at 4558 Trading Post Trail  

• Approved the minor subdivision application at 4558 Trading Post Trail.  

• The variance application at 13663 34th St S. was withdrawn. 

• Approved the Lower St Croix Valley Fire Relief Association request for a 

pension benefit increase. 

• Approved switching to Banyon UBLite software for sewer billing.  

• Approved final payments for the 2025 micro surfacing, Valley Creek, and other 

street improvement projects.  
 

MEETING PACKETS, VIDEOS AND APPROVED MEETING MINUTES ARE AVAILABLE AT: 

www.ci.afton.mn.us 

Belwin Conservancy  

Upcoming Events 
 

First Wednesday Walkabout 

January 7, 2026  

4:30pm - 6:30pm 

Hilltop Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Trail S.,  

Cost: Sliding Scale of $10, $18 or $25 / person 

Join us for a phenology themed walk at Belwin. 

We will begin with a short introduction of our 

monthly theme and then hit the trail to see 

what’s happening in the natural world. Come 

dressed for the weather. 

Ages 16 and up 

This course is led by Lynette Anderson. 

 

First Wednesday Walkabout 

February 4, 2026  

4:30pm - 6:30pm  

Hilltop Classroom 1553 Stagecoach Trail S.  

 

Midwinter Family Fun 

February 7, 2026  

5:00pm - 7:00pm Hilltop Classroom, 1553 

Stagecoach Trail S. 

The evening includes guided night hikes, camp-

fires with s’mores, stargazing with the Minne-

sota Astronomical Society, and access to the 

Joseph J. Casby Observatory, home to one of 

the largest refracting telescopes in the state.  

 

Winter Wandering  

February 8, 2026  

10:00am - 12:00pm 

1553 Stagecoach Trail S.  

 

 

For details and registration contact:  
Belwin Conservancy   

1553 Stagecoach Trail South 

Afton MN 55001  

651-436-5189   

www.belwin.org 

Be a Battery Hero 
Batteries can be hazardous if disposed of im-

properly. Anything that makes sounds, lights 

up or turns on without being plugged in con-

tains a battery. In addition to electronics and 

toys, batteries can be found in light-up orna-

ments, musical greeting cards and flameless 

candles.  

Be a battery hero and bring all types of used 

batteries to the Washington County Envi-

ronmental Center for free recycling.   

 

4039 Cottage Grove Drive  

Woodbury, MN 55129  

651-275-7475   

http://www.belwin.org
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tGwSJa3nXvxu4Bbn8
https://maps.app.goo.gl/tGwSJa3nXvxu4Bbn8
tel:6512757475
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Please recycle this 
newsletter after use. 

Online payments are now available for city 

permits & fees including Building Permits and 

Sewer Payments,   

www.ci.afton.mn.us  

Valley Library Events &  

Important Dates  
Library Closure Dates:  

Thursday January 1, 2026 for New 

Year’s Day 

Monday January 19, 2026 to honor 

Martin Luther King Jr. Day 
Please note: Extended Access users can ac-

cess Valley Library on the closure dates 

 

Did you know that every January and Febru-

ary, Washington County Library celebrates 

adult readers with our Winter Reads pro-

gram? Participation is easy! Simply submit a 

written review in person to the library or 

online to win an instant prize.  

 

For Adults: 

The Valley Library Book Club meets 5:00-

6:00pm on the 4th Thursday of each month. 

This book club meets in person in the Valley 

Library Conference Room. The title selection 

for the Thursday January 22nd meeting is 

The Covenant of Water by Abraham Verghese.  

 

January means it’s time for the kick off of the 

annual Washington County Library Write in 

Our Midst Author Series. The Library will 

present five different authors in January and 

February beginning with Tasha Coryell who 

will discuss her novels at the RH Stafford 

Library in Woodbury at 11:00am on Satur-

day January 17th. Registration is not re-

quired but is encouraged.  

 

For Kids:  

Mondays 10:30-11:00 am  Storytime  

 

Monday, January 12th 10:30-11:00  Music 

and Movement Storytime 

 

Thursday, January 8th  6:00 pm  Pajama 

Storytime 

 

Thursday, January 15th  2:30-4:00   Dia-

mond Painting for Kids  

 
 

For complete information and to register for 

programs contact:  

Valley Library  651-436-5882  

www.washcolib.org  

REDUCE HOLIDAY WASTE 
Americans generate 23% more waste in December than any other 

month of the year. That's 36 extra pounds of waste per person! Reduce the 

amount of holiday waste going into the trash by knowing where to throw 

it.   

Reuse it 

• Gift boxes & bags 

• Tissue paper 

• Bows & ribbons 

Recycle it 

• Cardboard boxes (flatten) 

• Paper cards & envelopes 

• Bottles & cans 

• Catalogs & magazines 

• Popcorn & cookie tins  

Bring it to the Environmental Center 

• Holiday lights & cords 

• Plastic bags, bubble wrap, & plastic air pillows 

• Electronics & batteries 

Trash it 

• Tissue paper 

• Wrapping paper with glitter or foil 

• Styrofoam 

• Bows & ribbons  

Washington County Environmental Center (651) 275-7475  

https://www.google.com/search?gs_ssp=eJzj4tZP1zcsSckqKjQ1MGC0UjWosDBPM09JSrFITEqzMDO3sLQyqDCzMDNISzIzS0xMNDU2STXxUitPLM7IzEsvyc9TSM4vzSupVEjNK8ssys_LTc0rScxRSAZSqUUAF6oedA&q=washington+county+environmental+center&rlz=1C1UEAD_enUS1082US1082&oq=wasington+county

