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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
January 25, 2024

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

2. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross (participating remotely) Lucia
Wroblewski and Annie Perkins. A Quorum was present. Also present was City Administrator Ron Moorse.

3. Motion/Second: Wroblewski/Nelson, To approve the agenda for the Janaury 25, 2024 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

4. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Review
The Council discussed the current short term home rental ordinance and concerns regarding the potential negative
impacts of short term home rentals and the difficulty of addressing violations of the ordinance. The Council
directed staff to obtain short term home rental ordinances from other cities who have revised their ordinances to
address similar concerns. The Council also directed that the city Atotrney b invited to the next meeting on this
topic to provide advice regarding enforcement questions.

B. Farm Winery Statute and Farm Winery Ordinance Examples
The Council discussed with Cody Kaye his proposal for a farm winery that would include limited wine tastings
and both on-sale and off-sale wine sales. The Council directed staff to review the current farm winery ordinance
and draft language that would add some level of flexibility regarding wine tastings and wine sales, but would have
limits to avoid negative impacts related to traffic and noise.

C. Open Space Corridors
The Council discussed the process of identifying open space corridors and the need for a consultant to assist in
this process. The Council directed staff to identify qualified consultants and determine potential costs and
funding sources. The Council also directed staff to determine if trails can be allowed under powerlines.

D. Washington County’s Search for Location(s) for Interim Public Works Needs
Moorse reported that Washington County is searching for a yard waste drop-off site in the south/central
portion of the County. This is a drop-off site not a disposal site. There would be no composting of yard
waste or large piles of brush being stored on the site. All yard waste would be periodically hauled off
the site. The need for the yard waste site is being driven significantly by the need for a drop-off site for
ash trees affected by the emerald ash borer, which is anticipated to continue for the next ten years.

The County is also in need of additional space for the storage of snow plow trucks, as the current Public
Works South Shop does not have sufficient space. The County is planning to have a new Public Works
South Shop built by 2028, so the need for storage is temporary.
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Moorse indicated he has discussed both of these needs with Washington County staff. County staff have
indicated the former truck driving school on Hudson Road would be a good location for both of these
needs. Moorse indicated these activities may be considered on an interim basis vs a permanent basis,
but the Council would need to make that determination.

The Council agreed that they would be open to considering the use of the former truck driving school
site on an interim basis vs. a permanent basis.
E. 3M Priority 2 Funding Process

Moorse reported that he has been participating in meetings related to the use of the $20 million of the 3M
Settlement Priority 2 funding, and would like to discuss with the Council possible projects that meet the Priority 2
Funding goals. Projects discussed were activities related to the identification of and preservation of open space
corridors including the update of the City’s Natural Resources Inventory, and projects related to preventing
further PFAS contamination in surface water and groundwater that affects the private wells in Afton.

F. Drafting of Ordinance Regarding the Sale, Testing, Manufacturing and Distribution of Products
Within the City Containing THC - Update
Moorse reported that the Council will be asked to extend the moratorium on products containing THC to January
1, 2025.
G. City Administrator Updates
Moorse updated the Council on the Washington County Long Range Transportation Plan process and the Council
discussed key transportation projects to include in the Long Range Transportation plan.

5. ADJOURN
Motion/Second: Nelson/Wroblewski. To adjourn at 6:38 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 4-0-0. (Council
member Ross lost his remote connection earlier in the meeting.)

Respectfully submitted by:

Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

Approved by Council on February 20, 2024 (check one): Presented: Amended:

Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




