
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

   6 

January 21, 2025  7 

Afton City Hall 8 

3033 St. Croix Trail 9 

Afton, MN 55001 10 

7:00 P.M. 11 

 12 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm  13 

 14 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   15 

 16 

3. ROLL CALL:  Council Members Lucia Wroblewski,  Annie Perkins, & Mayor Palmquist.  A quorum was 17 

present.   Absent were Randy Nelson & Stan Ross (both excused)  18 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Engineer Tyler Hastings, City Accountant Leo 19 

Yurek.  20 

A. Oaths of Office  21 

The Oath of Office was taken by Annie Perkins, Ward 1 & Bill Palmquist, Mayor.   22 

 23 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  24 

Move items 9c 2, 3, and 9 to consent agenda.  25 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the January 21, 2025 Regular City 26 

Council meeting with changes above.  Passed 3-0.  27 

 28 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES   29 

A. Minutes of the December 17, 2024 City Council Meeting 30 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve the minutes of the December 17, 2024 City Council 31 

meeting.  Passed 3-0.     32 

 33 

6.  PUBLIC INPUT –  34 

 none 35 

 36 

 7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 37 

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report   38 

Report in packet 39 

 40 

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report  41 

Report in packet   42 

 43 

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report –  44 

A meeting will be held tomorrow with the consultant for the long term plan development.  45 

 46 

D. Alison Miller Application to serve on the Planning Commission 47 

Alison was present and introduced herself.  48 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to appoint Alison Miller to a three-year term on the Planning 49 

Commission. Passed 3-0 50 

 51 

E.  Kevin Johnson Application to serve on the LSCVFD Fire Board 52 

Kevin was present and introduced himself.  53 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to appoint Kevin Johnson to serve on the Lower St. Croix Valley 54 

Fires District Fire Board along with Richard Bend, Randy Nelson to serve as alternate. Passed 3-0. 55 

 56 

 57 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 58 
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A. Just and Correct Claims 59 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – December, 2024 - Resolution 2025-01 60 

C. Designate Official Depository – Resolution 2025-02 61 

D. Designate Official Newspaper – Resolution 2025-03 62 

E. Designate the Official Signatories for Payroll and Checks – Resolution 2025-04 63 

F. Renew 4M Joint Powers Agreement – Resolution 2025-05 64 

  Designate the City Engineer - Resolution 2025-06 65 

  Designate the City Attorney and the Prosecution Attorney - Resolution 2025-07 66 

  Appointment of Election Judges – Resolution 2025-10 67 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to approve consent agenda including Resolutions 2025-01, 2025-68 

02, 2025-03, 2025-04, 2025-05, 2025-06, 2025-07, 2025-10. Roll Call: All aye, passed 3-0.  69 

 70 

 71 

9. COUNCIL BUSINESS 72 

A. Planning Commission  73 

There are no minutes or action items from the January Planning Commission meeting, because 74 

the meeting was cancelled due to a lack of agenda items. 75 

 76 

B. Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report)  77 

1. Project Updates    78 

Tyler Hastings, City Engineer, reported he has begun working on the Valley Creek Trail construction 79 

plans. Neighborhood meeting will be held next week.   80 

 81 

C. Administration –  82 

1.  City Dock Lease 83 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Afton House would like to modify the dock fee schedule for the 84 

City Docks.  Currently, the fee is $5 per hour.  They would like to increase the fee modestly to offset 85 

increased costs (Labor, Insurance, etc).  The fee has not been increased for many years. They propose to 86 

match the Hudson City Dock fees as follows: $10 per boat upon docking for the 1st hour, $5 for each 87 

additional hour; $30 flat fee for overnight (from 10pm – 10am) [Current overnight fee is $20] 88 

There is currently a “No Fishing” sign on the City Dock. This is not generally enforced. Staff has not 89 

received complaints related to fishing.  The Council, at its January 15, 2025 work session, agreed that 90 

the No Fishing sign should be retained but updated.   91 

There is also a sign prohibiting generators on the City Dock.  This rarely occurs, but did occur last 92 

summer.  It is important that this prohibition be enforced.  An extended source of power could change 93 

the character of the use of the City Dock.   94 

The Council, at its January 15, 2025 work session, agreed that the prohibition of generators on the City  95 

Dock should be retained. 96 

Council member Wroblewski suggested keeping fee at $5 for hourly boats, increasing the overnight fee.  97 

Council member Perkins noted that Prescott and Hudson have free docks available.  98 

Mayor Palmquist stated the signs need to be updated.   99 

Council member Perkins would like to discuss fees again with more members present.  100 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to proceed with updating the “no fishing” and “no 101 

generators” signage and wait until the next meeting for fee changes. Passed 2-1 (Palmquist nay) 102 

 103 

2.  Designate the City Engineer - Resolution 2025-06 104 

Moved to consent agenda 105 

 106 

3.   Designate the City Attorney and the Prosecution Attorney - Resolution 2025-07 107 

Moved to consent agenda 108 

 109 
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4.  Annual Appointments - Resolution 2025-08 110 

Line 16 Lower St Croix Partnership change to Wroblewski / Perkins   111 

Change fire district to Bend, Kevin P, Randy alternate 112 

Change Mayor Pro Tem to Wroblewski / Perkins alternate 113 

Add Wroblewski as alternate on # 3 HPC 114 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2025-08 making Annual Appointments for 115 

2025 as discussed above. Roll Call: All aye, passed 3-0.  116 

 117 

5.  Recognition of Mike Wotrang for His Service as Post Master of the Afton Post Office –   Resolution 118 

2025-09 119 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve Resolution 2025-09 recognizing Mike Wotrang for 120 

his service as Post Master for the Afton Post Office. Roll Call: All aye, passed 3-0. 121 

 122 

6.  Tri County Services Contract Renewal 123 

Administrator Moorse stated that the contract with Tri County Services for snow plowing is reviewed 124 

every five years.  Staff has worked with Tri County Services regarding a five-year extension to April 30, 125 

2030.  The hourly rate has been $95/hr since 2019.  The rate is proposed to increase to $110/hr for 2025 126 

and to $125/hr for 2026-2030.  These rates are very competitive.  Staff is very satisfied with the quality 127 

of services provided by Tri County Services. The only other change to the contract is an increase in the 128 

amount to be paid by Tri County Services if a plow hits and damages a mailbox.  The amount has been 129 

increased from $60 to $70.   130 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to approve a five year extension of the snowplowing contract 131 

with Tri County Services, including authorizing the Mayor and City Administrator to sign the 132 

updated contract. Passed 3-0.  133 

 134 

7.  Companion Animal Control Impound Services Agreement  135 

Administrator Moorse stated that in conjunction with the Companion Animal Control Agreement, Afton 136 

has been contracting with Otter Lake Animal Care in Hugo for animal impound services.  However, due 137 

to staffing challenges and inadequate building space for housing impound animals, the clinic has 138 

determined they are no longer able to provide animal impound services as of January 1st, 2025. This 139 

was an unanticipated change, so to ensure animals have a safe place to go, Companion Animal Control 140 

has secured impound space with Northwoods Humane Society (NHS) in Wyoming, MN. This is an 141 

interim solution; NHS will serve as the impound facility until construction of the Companion Animal 142 

Center in Oakdale is complete in May 2025. This means the Companion Animal Impound Service 143 

Agreement is to become effective January, 2025 instead of waiting until May, 2025. This agreement is 144 

designed to save municipalities impound costs. Once the Companion Animal Center is complete in May, 145 

2025 this contract will remain in effect and there will not be any need for an additional or modified 146 

contract. 147 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to approve the Companion Animal Impound Service 148 

Agreement.  Passed 3-0.  149 

 150 

8.  Draft Outdoor Lighting Ordinance 151 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Council requested an updated outdoor lighting ordinance to clarify 152 

the requirements of the current ordinance in relation to lighting that creates glare and/or light pollution 153 

and shines beyond property lines and/or vertically to light the night sky.   154 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to refer the draft outdoor lighting ordinance to the Planning 155 

Commission for its review and feedback.  Passed 3-0.  156 

 157 

9.  Appointment of Election Judges – Resolution 2025-10 158 

Moved to consent agenda 159 

 160 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

January 21, 2025 

4 
 

10. Greenway Corridor Planning 161 

Administrator Moorse stated that the Council, at its January 15, 2025 work session, discussed the 162 

proposed formation of a City of Afton Greenway Corridor/Trail Planning and Development Working 163 

Group.  The NRGC and City Administrator have been working together to coordinate efforts regarding 164 

potential regional and local trails in the City of Afton. While these are long range projects that could 165 

take years if not decades to complete, it is important for Afton to proactively plan for greenway 166 

corridors to facilitate potential trails and trail connections, as well as to participate in planning efforts by 167 

other jurisdictions and to engage with these partners in the planning and execution of the acquisition of 168 

lands and easements, including identifying funding sources for these efforts. While future regional trail 169 

efforts are included within this scope, there are two current “projects” underway that include the 170 

approved Stillwater-Afton trail masterplan and a new proposed regional west-east trail linking Battle 171 

Creek Regional Park in Maplewood through Woodbury and all the way to the St Croix River in 172 

downtown Afton. 173 

Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to authorize the NRGC and staff to move forward with the 174 

next steps in the formation of a City of Afton Greenway Corridor/Trail Planning and 175 

Development Working Group. Passed 3-0.  176 

 177 

11. Schedule Work Session 178 

A work session will be scheduled.   179 

 180 

D. Committee Reports –   181 

1. Public Works – no report     182 

2. Personnel – no report  183 

3. Parks – Council member Perkins stated the Parks committee would like updates on the Herreid 184 

property.  185 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – Administrator Moorse stated they are contin-186 

uing to work on the walking tour.  187 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater – no report  188 

6. Ag Preservation Committee – no report 189 

7. Police Services Liaisons – Council member Wroblewski reported there is a new Sergeant for Afton.  190 

 191 

11.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 192 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report  193 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – no report 194 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross –  absent 195 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson – absent 196 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report 197 

F. City Attorney Radio – no report 198 

G. City Administrator Moorse – no report 199 

 200 

12.  ADJOURN 201 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adjourn. Roll call: All aye, Passed 3-0.   202 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:24 PM.  203 

 204 

 205 

 206 

Respectfully submitted by: 207 

 208 

    JY  209 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 210 

 211 
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 212 

 213 

Approved by Council February 18, 2025 as (check one):  Presented: ____X____ Amended:      ______ 214 

 215 

 216 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 217 


