1 PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
2 CITY OF AFTON
3 WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA
4
5 APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes
6 January 18, 2022
7 Afton City Hall
8 3033 St. Croix Trail
9 Afton, MN 55001
10 7:00 P.M.
11
12 1, THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 7:00 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist
13

14 2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

15

16 3. ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins, Stan
17 Ross. A Quorum was present.

18 ALSO PRESENT: City Administrator Ron Moorse, City Attorney Fritz Knaak, City Clerk Julie Yoho (via
19 Zoom)

20

21 4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA —

22 Add item C6 “Five City Alliance meeting”

23 Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the January 1, 2022 Regular City Council
24 meeting with additional item c6. All aye, passed 5-0.

25

26 5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

27 A. Motion/Second Ross/\Wrobewski To approve the minutes of the December 21, 2021 Regular City
28 Council meeting. All aye, passed 5-0.

29

30 6. PUBLIC INPUT -

31 none

32

33 7. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

34 A. Sheriff’s Report

35 Written report in packet

36

37 B. City Accountants Budget Report

38 Report in the packet

39

40 C. Lower St Croix Fire District Report

41 No report

42

43 8. CONSENT AGENDA

44 A. Just and Correct Claims

45 B. 4M Fund Transfers - DECEMBER - Resolution 2022-01

46 C. Designate Official Depository — Resolution 2022-02

47 D. Designate Official Newspaper — Resolution 2022-03

48 E. Designate the Official Signatories for Payroll and Checks — Resolution 2022-04

49 F. Appointment of Election Judges — Resolution 2022-05

50 G. 2022 Regular Meeting Schedule — Resolution 2022-06

51 H. Renew 4M Joint Powers Agreement — Resolution 2022-07

52 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to approve the consent agenda including Resolutions 2022-01 through
53 Resolution 2022-07. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

54

55

56 9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

57 A. Planning Commission Report

58 1. Birdie R. Meyer Trust Minor Subdivision Application at 13852 50 Street - Resolution 2022-08
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59 Chair Kopitzke stated that the planning commission reviewed and recommended approval. No

60 additional lots are being created.

61 Motion/Second Wroblewski / Perkins to approve Resolution 2022-08 approving the Birdie R.

62 Meyer Trust application for a minor subdivision for a lot line rearrangement at 13852 50 Street

63 and the parcels with PID#’s 28.028.20.32.0001 and 29.028.20.41.0003. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-

64 0.

65

66 2. Kathy Bolton-Iverson Conditional Use Permit for a Short Term Home Rental License at 3602 St.

67 Croix Trail — Resolution 2022-09

68 Chair Kopitzke stated that the application was complete. The planning commission recommended

69 approval and adding the fire/safety inspection requirement as a condition. The inspection is required on

70 other classes of licenses and may be an oversight that it is not required on this.

71 Administrator Moorse stated that the Class D language in the ordinance needs to be amended to address

72 the fire/safety inspection requirement.

73 Motion/Second Perkins/Palmquist to approve Resolution 2022-09 for the Kathy Bolton-Iverson

74 conditional use permit application for a short term home rental license application at 3602 St.

75 Croix Trail.

76 Roll call: all aye passed 5-0.

77

78 Chair Kopitzke stated the planning commission discussed groundwater supply protection and

79 conservation.

80 Council member Nelson stated that a broader view of groundwater usage should be looked at.

81

82 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)

83 1. 2022 Engineering Services Rate Schedule

84 Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to table item until comparisons are received. All aye,

85 Passed 5-0.

86

87 2. Project Updates

88 Jeff Pearson, City Engineer, stated that there are no active projects right now. He is working on

89 permitting for spring projects.

90

91

92 C. Administration —

93 1. Designate the City Engineer - Resolution 2022-10

94 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2022-10 designating WSB as the City

95 Engineer for 2022. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

96

97 2. Designate the City Attorney - Resolution 2022-11

98 Attorney Knaak noted a correction in item 1b, which should read “which includes up to 10 hours of

99 litigation time”.
100 Motion/Second Palmquist/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2022-11 designating the firm of Holstad
101 and Knaak, PLC as the City Attorney and Prosecuting Attorney through January 31, 2023; with
102 correction to item 1b “which includes up to 10 hours of litigation time”. Roll call: all aye passed
103 5-0.
104
105 3. Annual Appointments - Resolution 2022-12
106 Mayor Palmquist is on the Lower St Croix Riverway Partnership; he would like to stay, but would like
107 to have a second person to assist on occasion. Wroblewski offered to assist.
108 The city also is in need of volunteers for the Yellow Ribbon Alliance — will advertise in the newsletter.
109 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross To adopt Resolution 2022-12 making Annual Appointments for
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2022, with one change from last year — addition of Wroblewski to the Lower St Croix Riverway
Partnership. Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.

4. Selection of Firm to Provide Auditing Services

Administrator Moorse provided a summary of proposals received.

Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to accept the proposal from Oberloh and Oberloh, LTD for
auditing services for fiscal years 2021, 2022 and 2023. All aye, Passed 5-0.

5. Schedule Work Session
Administrator Moorse will be looking at dates in early February. Items for discussion include Covid
protocols, newsletter articles, policy for use of city hall.

6 . Five City Alliance meeting
Mayor Palmquist stated that the five-city alliance meeting is scheduled for Jan 25. There is a limit on
the number of people for the room at the library.

D. Committee Reports —
1. Public Works — Council member Ross reported that staff is working on developing a map and inven-
tory of roads with maintenance data.
Personnel - no report
Parks - no report
Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — no report
Natural Resources and Groundwater — no report
Ag Preservation Committee —Council member Wroblewski reported on the last meeting. A presenta-
tion was given by Al Singer, the manager of the Dakota County Agricultural and Natural Area Preser-
vation Program, to share information about the program. Also note that Council members Nelson and
Wroblewski will continue to attend the Ag Preservation Committee meetings.
7. Police Services Liaisons — Council member Ross reported they met with the new Sergeant, Mike
Benson. Discussion was held on staffing issues, and the Flood Run.

ocoukwn

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — Council member Perkins asked if there could be signage added on
River Road as drivers come down the hill to warn of sharp turn.
B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski — no report
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross — Council member Ross was contacted by Comcast to see if they can be
part of service build-out for the city. In the past they had no interest in helping underserved areas. He
is also looking into getting a banner for Jessie Diggins to put up prior to the Olympics.
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report
E. Mayor Palmquist — no report
F. City Attorney Knaak — Attorney Knaak stated the Walker pre-trial is scheduled for tomorrow.
G. City Administrator Moorse — no report
11. ADJOURN
Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To adjourn. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:25 PM.
Respectfully submitted by:
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Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council February 15, 2022 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

Amended:

Date




