
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL 1 

CITY OF AFTON 2 

WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA 3 

 4 

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes 5 

  January 17, 2023  6 

Afton City Hall 7 

3033 St. Croix Trail 8 

Afton, MN 55001 9 

7:00 P.M. 10 

 11 

1. THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00pm  12 

 13 

2. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE – was recited.   14 

 15 

3. ROLL CALL:  Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Randy Nelson, Lucia Wroblewski, Annie Perkins, 16 

Stan Ross.   A Quorum was present.   17 

ALSO PRESENT:   Planning Commission Chair Kris Kopitzke via zoom, City Engineer Jeff Pearson, City 18 

Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse 19 

 20 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA –  21 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the agenda for the January 17, 2023 Regular City 22 

Council meeting.  Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.  23 

 24 

5.   APPROVAL OF MINUTES    25 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross  to approve the minutes of the December 20, 2022 & January 9, 2023 26 

City Council meetings.  All aye, passed 5-0.   27 

 28 

6.   PUBLIC INPUT –  29 

 None 30 

 31 

7.   REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS – 32 

A.  Sheriff’s Report  33 

 34 

B.  City Accountants Budget Report  35 

Kim Guyer, City Accountant, was present for questions.    36 

 37 

C.  Lower St Croix Fire District Report 38 

Council member Nelson stated they are looking at changing staffing for on-call positions on the 39 

weekends. 40 

 41 

D. Marc Porupsky application to serve on the Planning Commission  42 

Administrator Moorse stated that Marc lives in Ward 1. The rule for commission members is to have at 43 

least one member from each ward, with a maximum of 3 per ward.  44 

Council member Ross stated that Marc was a great asset to the internet committee in the past. 45 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to appoint Marc Porupsky to serve on the Planning Commission 46 

for a term expiring on February 15, 2025.  All aye, passed 5-0.  47 

 48 

 8.  CONSENT AGENDA 49 

A. Just and Correct Claims 50 

B. 4M Fund Transfers – December – Resolution 2023-01 51 

C. Designate Official Depository – Resolution 2023-02 52 

D. Designate Official Newspaper – Resolution 2023-03 53 

E. Designate Official Signatories – Resolution 2023-04 54 

F. Appointment of election judges – Resolution 2023-05 55 

G. Renew 4M joint powers agreement – Resolution 2023-06 56 

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski To approve the consent agenda including Resolutions 2023-01, 2023-57 

02, 2023-03, 2023-04, 2023-05, and 2023-06 .   58 
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Mayor Palmquist suggested adding Wroblewski as an official signatory. 59 

Roll Call:  All aye, passed 5-0.    60 

 61 

9.  CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 62 

A. Planning Commission Report   63 

1. Development of Zoning regulations regarding dwelling units in commercial buildings in the VHS-C 64 

zone 65 

Chair Kopitzke summarized the planning commissions discussion. There was consensus on most of the 66 

items. Most of the discussion was held on commercial use vs location of apartment and parking.  67 

Administrator Moorse stated that the feedback will be used to draft regulations.   68 

Mayor Palmquist suggested a limit on the number of people; don’t have to be related.  69 

Council member Wroblewski stated this should be written to prevent a rooming house situation. 70 

 71 

2.  Groundwater Protection 72 

Chair Kopitzke will be developing a report for the next planning commission meeting.  73 

 74 

B.   Engineering Report – (Engineer Staff Report) 75 

1. Project Updates (verbal) 76 

Jeff Pearson, City Engineer stated that he attended the recent public works meeting.    77 

 78 

2. 2023 WSB Rate Schedule 79 

No discussion 80 

 81 

H. Administration – 82 

1. Designate City Engineer – Resolution 2023-07 83 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2023-07 designating WSB as the City 84 

Engineer for 2023.  Roll call: all aye, passed 5-0.  85 

  86 

2.  Designate City Attorney – Resolution 2023-08 87 

Motion/Second Ross/Nelson to adopt Resolution 2023-08 designating the firm of Felhaber 88 

Larson as the City Attorney and Kelly & Lemmons, PA as the Prosecuting Attorney through 89 

January 31, 2024.  Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.  90 

 91 

3.  Annual Appointments – Resolution 2023-09 92 

Mayor Palmquist suggested the following changes:   93 

Line 16, Lower St Croix Valley River list Wroblewski first, Palmquist alternate.   94 

Mayor pro tem alternates Ross/Perkins  95 

Emergency preparedness Ross/Perkins 96 

Yellow ribbon needs volunteer 97 

Motion/Second Palmquist/Perkins to adopt Resolution 2023-09 making annual appointments 98 

for 2023 with changes noted above.  Roll call:  all aye, passed 5-0.  99 

 100 

4.  Afton Marina & Yacht Club legal matter final costs 101 

Administrator Moorse provided the following summary:  Through a protracted legal process that 102 

involved three main issues, the City obtained a summary judgement on two of the issues, and Afton 103 

Marina recently dismissed their lawsuit, which resolved the remaining issue. The bulk of the legal 104 

costs were paid by the City’s insurance carrier, but the City’s deductible and co-payments were a 105 

total of $119,816.35. 106 

 107 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Palmquist to approve payment of the $119,816.35 legal fees for the 108 



Afton City Council 

Regular City Council Meeting APPROVED 

January 17, 2023 

3 
 

Afton Marina and Yacht Club lawsuit from the Legal Reserve Account ($91,000), and from the 109 

Special Reserve Fund ($28,816.35), with the Reserve Fund being repaid over the next two 110 

years. All aye, passed 5-0. 111 

 112 

5. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Amendment 113 

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to refer the Short Term Home Rental Ordinance 114 

Amendment to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and recommendation. All aye, 115 

passed 5-0.  116 

 117 

D. Committee Reports –   118 

1. Public Works – Council member Ross reported that a meeting was held earlier today.  Items dis-119 

cussed include the wastewater treatment facility operation and lack of communication with opera-120 

tors. An RFP is being developed for consideration. A preventative maintenance program is also be-121 

ing developed. Discussion was held over when the skating rink should be removed. The committee 122 

also discussed eliminating the salt/sand shipping container.   123 

2. Personnel – no report  124 

3. Parks –  no report 125 

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review – no report  126 

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater –  Mayor Palmquist reported that a meeting was held with the 127 

new chair.  128 

6. Ag Preservation Committee –  no report 129 

7. Police Services Liaisons –   Council member Ross reported they are working on processes. Council 130 

member Wroblewski stated they resolved the exterior storage issue on 2nd St. The Majestic Pines 131 

signs are posted. The public is encouraged to call 911 to get issues into the system.  132 

  133 

10.   COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES 134 

A. Ward 1 Council Member Perkins –  no report 135 

B. Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski – residents have told her the sand mix available at the city garage 136 

is appreciated 137 

C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross – the museum fire detector system has been installed with MN Legacy 138 

funds 139 

D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson –  no report 140 

E. Mayor Palmquist – no report 141 

F. City Attorney Radio – provided a written report of actions 142 

G. City Administrator Moorse – new fire alarms have been installed at city hall  143 

 144 

 145 

11.  ADJOURN 146 

Motion/Second Nelson/Ross to adjourn.  All aye, passed 5-0.   147 

 Meeting adjourned at 8:45 pm 148 

 149 

 150 

 151 

 152 

 153 

Respectfully submitted by: 154 

 155 

    JY  156 

Julie Yoho, City Clerk 157 

 158 

 159 
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 160 

Approved by Council February 21, 2023 as (check one):  Presented: ___X_____ Amended:      ______ 161 

 162 

 163 

Mayor Bill Palmquist    Date _ 164 


