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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Regular Meeting Minutes

January 16, 2023
Afton City Hall
3033 St. Croix Trail
Afton, MN 55001
7:00 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER by Mayor Palmquist at 7:00 pm

THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE — was recited.

ROLL CALL: Mayor Bill Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Annie Perkins
& Stan Ross. A quorum was present.
ALSO PRESENT: City Engineer Craig Alberg, City Attorney Tom Radio, City Administrator Ron Moorse

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -

Move sheriff report before item 5

Motion/Second Ross/Perkins To approve the agenda for the January 16, 2024 Regular City Council
meeting. Passed 5-0.

. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. Minutes of the December 19, 2023 City Council Meeting
Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the minutes of the December 19, 2023 Council meeting.
Passed 4-0-1 (Nelson abstain)

. PUBLIC INPUT -

none

. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS —

A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report — (taken out of order)

New Patrol Commander was present, also Deputy Munson. They have been focusing on speeding traffic in
downtown area. Residents were reminded to keep an eye on home deliveries as there have been thefts re-
ported throughout the county.

B. City Accountant’s Budget Report — written report in packet

C. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report
Council member Nelson reported there is an appreciation dinner next week.

. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Just and Correct Claims

B. 4M Fund Transfers — December, 2023 - Resolution 2024-01

C. Designate Official Depository — Resolution 2024-02

D. Designate Official Newspaper — Resolution 2024-03

E. Designate the Official Signatories for Payroll and Checks — Resolution 2024-04

F. Renew 4M Joint Powers Agreement — Resolution 2024-05

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the consent agenda including Resolutions 2024-01
through 2024-05. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

9. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A. Planning Commission Report
1. Updated/Recodified City Code
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58 Chair Kopitzke reported there were no public comments at the hearing held in January. Planning Commis-
59 sion comments on the ordinances are included in the packet.
60 Mayor Palmquist verified that language may have been moved but not changed or eliminated. (reordered,
61 and renumbered only)
62
63 B. Engineering Report — (Engineer Staff Report)
64 1. Project Updates
65 City Engineer Craig Alberg reported bridge safety inspections have been completed.
66
67 C. Administration —
68 1. Chris Erdman Application for a Variance at 12671 10™ Street South — Only for continuation to the
69 February 20, 2024 Council meeting.
70 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to continue the Council’s consideration of the Erdman variance
71 application at 12671 10" Street to the February 20, 2024 Council meeting. Passed 5-0.
72
73 2. David Herreid Variance Application for a Garage at 16530 Swede Hill Drive South — Resolution 2024-
74 06
75 Administrator Moorse provided a summary of the application which is for a variance for a garage at 16530
76 Swede Hill Drive. Atits October 17, 2023 meeting, the Council continued the variance application to the
77 November 21 Council meeting to enable Mr. Herreid to reduce the size of the proposed garage. Mr.
78 Herreid had requested that the variance application be further continued to the January 16, 2024 Council
79 meeting to provide additional time for him to consider a number of options regarding the garage. Mr.
80 Herreid has revised the proposal to be an addition to the south end of the existing house rather than a
81 detached garage. The addition includes a two-stall garage at the south end and a two-level living space at
82 the north end that includes a studio, two office spaces, a breezeway, a half-bath, a shop, a storage space,
83 and an elevator. The proposed addition has a footprint of 1,300 sq. ft.
84 David Herreid, applicant, stated he took feedback for this re-design and feels it has minimal impact.
85 Council member Wroblewski asked about setback from OHWM and bluff line.
86 Council member Ross asked about previous vote at the Planning Commission meeting. Chair Kopitzke
87 said the abstain vote was due to limited time to review the plans prior to the meeting.
88 Council member Perkins stated that this new design is less obtrusive than the original.
89 Council member Nelson stated he appreciates the changes made and feels they are reasonable.
90 Council member Wroblewski noted this is a small 2 car garage, further from the river, appreciates the
91 changes.
92 Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2024-06 approving the David Herreid
93 variance application for a garage at 16530 Swede Hill Drive.
94 Mayor Palmquist stated he would like to add a finding about the historic nature of the property, that it is
95 historically non-conforming.
96 Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
97
98 3. Confirmation that the Conditional Use Permit Approved for the Sunvest Solar Farm at 389 Mill Bay
99 is Still Valid
100 Motion/Second Ross/Palmquist to confirm the CUP for a solar farm at 389 Mill Bay is still valid
101 and authorizing staff to providing a letter to Sunvest to confirm that the CUP is still valid. Passed
102 5-0.
103
104 4. Designate the City Engineer - Resolution 2024-07
105 Motion/Second Palmquist/Ross to adopt Resolution 2024-07 designating WSB as the City
106 Engineer for 2024. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.
107
108 5. Designate the City Attorney and the Prosecution Attorney - Resolution 2024-08
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Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2024-08 designating the firm of Felhaber
Larson as the City Attorney and Eckberg Lammers, P.C. as the Prosecuting Attorney through
January 31, 2025. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

6. Annual Appointments - Resolution 2024-09

Switch order on item 16 to Wroblewski - Palmquist

Motion/Second Palmquist/Wroblewski to adopt Resolution 2024-09 making Annual Appointments
for 2024 with change noted above. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

7. Appointment of Election Judges — Resolution 2024-10
Motion/Second_Perkins/Ross to adopt Resolution 2024-10 appointing election judges for elections
being held in 2024. Roll call: All aye, passed 5-0.

8. Pay Equity Report

Administrator Moorse stated that every three years, the City is required to submit a Pay Equity Report to
the State to ensure the City is meeting the requirements of the Pay Equity Act.

Motion/Second Ross/Wroblewski to approve the City’s Pay Equity Report. Passed 5-0.

9. Community Thread Contribution

Motion/Second_Ross/Wroblewski to approve providing a contribution to Community Thread in
the amount of $500, to be funded from the Other Fees for Service account in the General Fund.
Passed 5-0.

10. Schedule Work Session
Motion/Second Perkins/Wroblewski to schedule a work session at 4:30 p.m. on Thursday, January
25. Passed 5-0.

D. Committee Reports —

1. Public Works — Council member Ross reported that planning for micro surfacing roads will take

place this year, with work to be done in 2025.

Personnel — no report

3. Parks — Mayor Palmquist reported that the ice rink is flooded and lights are up.

4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review — at the last meeting they discussed updating
the walking tour of downtown.

5. Natural Resources and Groundwater — Reviewed a concept plan for a subdivision at their last meet-
ing.

6. Ag Preservation Committee — no report

7. Police Services Liaisons — no report

N

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT, AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND UPDATES

A.
B.

Tmoo

Ward 1 Council Member Perkins — no report

Ward 2 Council Member Wroblewski —Council member Wroblewski suggested a council member attend
the small city day at the capital.

Ward 3 Council Member Ross — no report

Ward 4 Council Member Nelson — no report

Mayor Palmquist — no report

City Attorney Radio — Attorney Radio provided a brief update on the Afton Marina case and also re-
ported he is continuing to research the park hunting issue.

City Administrator Moorse — no report

159 11. ADJOURN
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Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins to adjourn. Passed 5-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 PM

Respectfully submitted by:

JY
Julie Yoho, City Clerk

Approved by Council February 20, 2024 as (check one): Presented:

Mayor Bill Palmquist

X

Amended:

Date




