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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2022

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie
Perkins. A Quorum was present. City Administrator Ron Moorse was also present.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -
Motion/Second Wroblewski/Nelson, To approve the agenda for the January 10, 2022 City Council
Work Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS

A

Interview NAC Regarding Providing Planning Services

The Council interviewed Bob Kirmis and Steve Grittmann of NAC regarding their proposal to
provide planning services. Bob Kirmis would be the lead planner. NAC has 30 municipal clients,
including several rural cities and townships and two cities on a Wild and Scenic River. The key
elements of their customer service approach are preparation, friendliness, helpfulness and avoiding
surprises.

Pedestrian Crossing at 31% Street and St. Croix Trail

The Council discussed the report from Washington County Public Works regarding a
pedestrian crossing at 31% Street and St. Croix Trail. The Council agreed that the City
should move forward regarding the crossing, including working with the County regarding
any necessary curb cuts/ped. ramps and in providing a striped crosswalk.

Federal Infrastructure Funding Priority Projects

The Council discussed obtaining funding for city projects through the federal infrastructure
bill programs. Projects suggested were improvements for the Putnam Boulevard bridge
over Valley Creek and Electric Vehicle charging stations. It was also suggested that the
City identify the goals of the infrastructure funding programs, so that projects can be
identified that match those goals.

Use of ARPA Funds for Upgrading Internet Service in Four Areas

The Council discussed the potential use of ARPA funds for internet upgrades for four
areas with internet speeds below current standards, particularly if matching funding is
available. Washington County is working toward a program of matching grants for
internet upgrades. The federal infrastructure funding programs also include funding for
internet upgrades.

City Administrator Updates

There were no City Administrator updates.

Interview MSA Regarding Providing Planning Services

The Council interviewed Claire Michaelson, Kate Goodman and Chris Janson of MSA
regarding their proposal to provide planning services. Claire Michaelson would be the
lead planner/primary contact. Claire has 4 years of experience in providing planning
services. Claire works with Florence Township, which has a small residential area on the
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52 Mississippi River bluff area. She also works with the City of Oak Grove, which has rural
53 development on 2.5 acre lots. The keys to their customer service approach are consistency
54 and communication, a service orientation and a team approach.

55 5. ADJOURN

56 Motion/Second: Nelson/Palmquist. To adjourn at 6:51 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

57

58

59  Respectfully submitted by:

60

61

62  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

63

64

65  Approved by Council on February 15, 2022 as (check one): Presented: Amended:

66

67

68  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




