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PROCEEDINGS OF THE AFTON CITY COUNCIL
CITY OF AFTON
WASHINGTON COUNTY, MINNESOTA

APPROVED City Council Work Session Minutes
January 9, 2023

Afton City Hall

3033 St. Croix Trail

Afton, MN 55001

4:30 P.M.

THE MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER at 4:30 P.M. by Mayor Bill Palmquist

ROLL CALL: Mayor Palmquist, Council Members Lucia Wroblewski, Randy Nelson, Stan Ross and Annie
Perkins. Council member Ross participated remotely). A Quorum was present. Also present was City
Administrator Ron Moorse.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA -

Motion/Second Wroblewski/Perkins. To approve the agenda for the January 9, 2023 City Council Work
Session. Roll Call, All Ayes, passed 5-0-0.

CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS
A. Exterior Storage Regulations and Shipping Containers
The Council discussed exterior storage regulations and particularly the use of shipping
containers for storage. The Council agreed that shipping containers, including storage pods,
should be allowed only for temporary storage and that a permit should be required to allow a
shipping container to be stored on a property for a maximum period of 6 months, with a 6
month extension if a temporary storage need is demonstrated. The Council also agreed that the
required setback for the storage of a recreational vehicle should be increased to limit the visual
impact on neighboring properties.
B. Short Term Home Rental Ordinance Amendment
Moorse presented an ordinance amendment revising the Short Term Home Rental Ordinance
to strengthen the City’s ability to enforce violations of the ordinance. The Council agreed the
ordinance should be referred to the Planning Commission for a public hearing and
recommendation.
C. County Trail Maintenance Agreement
Moorse summarized the key elements of an agreement proposed by Washington County for the
maintenance of the trail along St. Croix Trail between Afton and 1-94. He explained concerns
regarding requirements related to proposed City maintenance responsibilities for the portion
of the trail in Afton that is outside of the County right-of-way. The Council agreed that written
comments reflecting the concerns should be provided to the County and that a meeting with
County representatives should be scheduled to discuss the concerns.
D. Planning Commission Member Attendance Update
The Council reviewed and discussed a spreadsheet showing Planning Commission member
meeting attendance during 2022, and agreed that the importance of consistent attendance
should be reinforced with the Planning Commission members.
E. RFP’s (Requests for Proposals) for 2023
Moorse explained the Council’s policy regarding periodic RFP processes for contracted
services, and the Council agreed that RFP processes for the Wastewater Treatment Facility
Operator and for City Engineer services should be conducted in 2023.
F. AG Preservation Mapped Data Sets
The Council discussed the mapping of data sets for use in identifying the highest quality
agricultural land for long term preservation. Council member Nelson indicated the Farm
Service Agency may have a better map to show agricultural land productivity.
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54 G. City Administrator Updates

55 Moorse reported that Council member Ross, as President of the Afton Historical Society, has
56 requested that an in-person Council work session be scheduled for the presentation of a
57 proposal by the Afton Historical Museum regarding the Museum’s activities related to Mt.
58 Hope Cemetery. The Council agreed to schedule a work session at 6:00 p.m. on January 17,
59 2023.

60

61

62 5. ADJOURN

63 Motion/Second: Wroblewski/Perkins. To adjourn at 6:20 p.m. Roll call: All ayes, passed 5-0-0.

64

65

66  Respectfully submitted by:

67

68

69  Ronald J. Moorse, City Administrator

70

71

72 Approved by Council on January 17, 2023 (check one): Presented: Amended:

73

74

75  Mayor Bill Palmquist Date




