Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, January 6, 2026
5:00 PM

Please Note: Due to technical issues, remote participation via Zoom will not be available for this
meeting.

Agenda
1. Call to order

2. Roll call: David Husebye, Susan Loomis, Kim Myhers, Elissa Thompson, Cody Kaye, Petra
Brokken, Scott Hafner and Sven Risom

3. Approval of Agenda for January 6, 2026 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members.

4. Election of Officers for 2026

5. Approval of Minutes of the December 2, 2025 meeting.
6. Old Business
i) 2025 Resilient Communities Project - Sven
i) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa

iii) Kelle’s Creek Bank Stabilization and Floodplain Forest Restoration in Steamboat and
Carver Parks — Kim and Elissa

iv) Cell Towers in Afton - Petra

v) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
2) Stillwater to Afton

vi) Prescribed burns — Scott

vii) Well Testing for Nitrates and Coliform Bacteria in 2026

viii) Natural resources awareness program



1) Newsletter/Afton Naturalist - Sven
a) Organizations
b) Invasive species topics

iX) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter
1) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation — above

2) Prescribed burns - Scott
3) Spraying of lawns and gardens in downtown Afton — Petra
4) Mosquito PSA - Petra

X) NRGC Management Organization update
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
6) Belwin— Sven

xi) Update on CC and PC Business
xii) Additional agenda items proposed by members
7. Next Meeting Date: February 3, 2026 at 5:00 PM

8. Adjourn



Natural Resources and Groundwater Committee (NRGC) Meeting
Tuesday, December 2, 2025
5:00 PM

Please Note: Due to technical issues, remote participation via Zoom will not be available for this
meeting.

Agenda
1. Call to order Called at 5:07 by David

2. Roll call: David Husebye (Present), Susan Loomis (Present), Kim Myhers (Present), Elissa
Thompson (Present), Cody Kaye (Absent), Petra Brokken (Present), Scott Hafner (Absent) and
Sven Risom (Present)

3. Approval of Agenda for December 2, 2025 meeting and additional agenda items proposed by
members. Motion to approve by Sven, Second by David. Vote 6-0 Motion passes.

4. Approval of Minutes of the October 7, 2025 meeting. Motion to approve by Kim, Second by
Petra. Vote 6-0 Motion passes.

5. Old Business

i) 2025 Resilient Communities Project — Sven
1) Community engagement test workshop; on Dec 15™ at 7pm
2) Capstone project is just starting to take over for the next semester and will continue to
take the project forward.

ii) Land rehabilitation project on City property west of City Hall and City Entryway — Elissa
1) Spring planting dates- TBD

iii) Kelles Creek Bank Stabilization and Floodplain Forest Restoration in Steamboat and
Carver Parks — Kim and Elissa
1) Jan 26" we will find out about the Re-leaf grant
2) City Council received a presentation from Michael of Sustainable Forestry Institute
regarding a grant opportunity for city owned parcel inventories and processes to
maintain natural resources.
3) Elissa to check in with Ron on how the Council presentation from SFI went

iv) Cell Towers in Afton — Petra



1) Draft resolution to be reviewed incorporating Ron’s feedback.

v) Regional Trails — Sven
1) Battle Creek to St. Croix River
(a) Meeting with city council to review 5 routes?
2) Stillwater to Afton

vi) Prescribed burns — Scott

1) 2026 Wisconsin-Minnesota Prescribed Fire Council Conference Jan 9" and 10" at

Winona State University.
vii) Natural resources awareness program

1) Newsletter/Afton Naturalist - Sven
2) Land Trust Article TBD
a) Organizations- Jan
1) Washington County
i1) Afton State Park
b) Invasive species topics

viii) NRGC items for Afton’s monthly newsletter
1) Buckthorn removal and post removal re-vegetation — above

2) Prescribed burns - Scott
3) Spraying of lawns and gardens in downtown Afton — Petra

(a) Elissa to send the WCD “what to ask your Lawn care provider”
4) Mosquito PSA - Petra

ix) NRGC Management Organization update
1) Washington Conservation District — Elissa
(a) Smart Salting Jan Newsletter
2) South Washington County Watershed District — Kim
3) Middle St. Croix Water Management Organization — Susan
4) Valley Branch Watershed District — Scott
5) Washington County Water Consortium — Dave
(a) Tomorrow- Meeting at 2-3:15
6) Belwin — Sven

x) Update on CC and PC Business
xi) Additional agenda items proposed by members
6. Next Meeting Date: January 6, 2026 at 5:00 PM

7. Adjourn Motion to adjourn by Sven; Second by Petra . Vote 6-0. Motion carried.



BXI

December 16, 2025 City Council Meeting Highlights
The Council:

= Approved the 2026 Budget & Tax Levy

» Approved an increase to $65 for the sanitary sewer monthly fee.

»  Approved the variance application at 4558 Trading Post Trail

* Approved the minor subdivision application at 4558 Trading Post Trail.

* The variance application at 13663 34th St S. was withdrawn

»  Approved the Lower St Croix Valley Fire Relief Association request for a pension benefit
increase.

= Approved switching to Banyon UBLite software for sewer billing.

* Approved final payments for the 2025 micro surfacing, Valley Creek, and other street
improvement projects.
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