
To: Afton City Council and Community Members 
From: Spencer J Peck, Emmons & Olivier Resources 
Date: May 5, 2016 
Re: Summary of Updates to Chapter 12 
  

Memorandum 
 
This memorandum briefly summarizes the changes made to Chapter 12 – Zoning, of the City of Afton 
Code of Ordinances. These changes were required as part of the City’s efforts to adopt a new ordinance 
regulating stormwater management and erosion and sediment control. The new ordinance is contained in 
a new Chapter 13 – Stormwater Management and Erosion and Sediment Control.  
 
The changes to Chapter 12 are very small in scope and serve to ensure consistency within and among the 
various City ordinances. Modified Chapter 12 provisions are also designed to alert community members 
and developers that new stormwater management and erosion control provisions are codified in Chapter 
13. The changes are listed in the bullet points below. 
 

 Sec. 12-55. Definitions. 
o Several new definitions were added to ensure new terms are clear and understandable. 

Some of the new terms are not necessarily contained in Chapter 12, but are included in 
Chapter 13. 

 Sec. 12-132(C)(1). Minimum requirements. 
o This section lists and describes “additional engineering and design guidelines” for use 

within the “agricultural zone.” 
o This provision might have been unintentionally overlooked in previous conversations 

regarding adopting Chapter 13. It might be useful for City Staff to review this provision 
and decide if anything needs to happen. In its current state, this may be duplicative of the 
plans and documents required for the SWPP/ESCP permitting process.  

 Sec. 12-215. Land reclamation and land grading. 
o Updated terms for consistency with new Chapter 13. Specifically, replaced old terms, 

such as “drainage” with “stormwater management.”  
o Added new criteria for the Zoning Administrator to consider when determining whether 

to require a stormwater pollution prevention plan or erosion and sediment control plan. 
The old list was outdated, and inadequate to protect water resources from the full range of 
causes of pollution. 

o Added language ensuring SWPPs and ESCPs meet the standards of Chapter 13. 

 Sec. 12-217. Drainage. 
o Updated language to apply provisions to sites “with the potential to cause unreasonable 

flooding” as a result of stormwater runoff. 
o Modified language to direct stormwater run-off to “stormwater management facilities that 

are consistent” with Chapter 13. Removed conflicting, outdated stormwater management 
practices.  

o Added a clause requiring any increases in stormwater runoff rates or volumes to comply 
with Chapter 13 

 Sec. 12-409. Stormwater Management. 
o This section formerly contained general and specific goals for stormwater management. 



o Deleted all old provisions, and replaced with new provisions requiring all building 
permits and land disturbing activity to obtain a SWPP or ESCP as required by Chapter 
13. 

 Sec. 12-1474. Financial Guarantee 
o Updated language and terms for financial guarantees for Grading and ESCP plans.  
o Added a clause requiring financial guarantees for SWPPs. 


