
 
                                                                

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA 
AFTON CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

3033 St. Croix Trail South 
TUESDAY, December 15, 2015 

7:00 P.M. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL  _____Mayor Bend 
_____Council Member Nelson 
_____Council Member Ross 
_____Council Member Richter  
_____Council Member Palmquist 

 

4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
A. Approval of the Agenda for the Regular City Council meeting of December 15, 2015 - 

 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. Minutes of the November 12, 2015 City Council Work Session –  
B. Minutes of the November 17, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting –  
C. Minutes of the December 8, 2015 Special City Council Meeting - 
D. Minutes of the December 8, 2015 City Council Work Session - 

 

6. PUBLIC INPUT 
Citizens may share their comments or concerns on any issue that is a responsibility or function of the Afton 
City Council, whether or not the issue is on the Agenda. Persons who wish to address the Council must fill out 
a Comment Card before the meeting begins and give it to the City Administrator or Council Chair. The Council 
Chair will request you to come to the podium, state your full name and address and present your comments.  
You are encouraged to limit your presentation to no more than 3 minutes. The Council Chair reserves the right 
to limit an individual’s presentation if it becomes redundant, repetitive, overly argumentative, or if it is not 
relevant to an issue that is part of the City of Afton’s responsibilities. The Council Chair may also limit the 
number of individual presentations to accommodate the scheduled agenda items. 
 

7. REPORTS/PRESENTATIONS 
A. Sheriff’s Monthly Report -  
B. Jim Bougie, Finance Committee Report 
C. Tom Niedzwiecki Budget Report 
D. Lower St. Croix Fire District Report 

 

8. 2016 BUDGET AND TAX LEVY HEARING 
A. 2016 Budget and Tax Levy 

1. Adoption of the Final 2016 Budget - Resolution 2015-77 
2. Adoption of the Final 2016 Tax Levy – Resolution 2015-78 
3. Supplemental – Budget Information – High Speed Internet Access 



 

9. CONSENT AGENDA 
All matters listed on the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by City Council and will be enacted 
in one motion.  If a member wishes to discuss an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda 
and considered separately.  (Roll Call for Consent Agenda approval if Resolutions included): 
A. Just and Correct Claims 
B. 4M Fund Transfer - NOVEMBER - Resolution 2015-79 
 

10. CITY COUNCIL BUSINESS 
A. Planning Commission Report 

 
B. Engineering Report 

1. Staff Report/Council Update  
2. WSB 2016 Rate Schedule 
3. Downtown Improvement Projects Cooperative Agreement with Washington County – Resolution 

2015-80  
4. Contract with Xcel Energy for Upgraded Electrical Service  
5. Wenck Proposal for Bidding and Construction Supervision 
6. Advertisement for Bids for the Construction of the Wastewater Treatment System – Resolution 

2015-81 
 

C. Administration 
1. Office Assistant Appointment  
2. Amendment No. 3 to DNR Flood Hazard Mitigation Grant Agreement  
3. Lynn Danz Kaye Application to Serve on the Park Committee 
4. Springsted Municipal Advisor Contract -  Including Continuing Disclosure Services and Arbitrage 

Monitoring Services - Resolution 2015-82 
5. Springsted Invoice for Financial Consulting Services 
6. City Hall Office Replacement of Carpeting, Floor Tile and Toilets 
7. Schedule Council Work Session  
8. 2012 Park Plan 

 
D. Committee Reports 

1. Public Works 
2. Personnel 
3. Parks 
4. Heritage Preservation Commission / Design Review 
5. Natural Resources and Groundwater 
6. High Speed Internet 

 

10. COUNCIL, CONSULTANT AND STAFF REPORTS, ANNOUNCEMENTS AND UPDATES 
A. Ward 1 Council Member Palmquist 
B. Ward 2 Council Member Richter 
C. Ward 3 Council Member Ross 
D. Ward 4 Council Member Nelson 
E. Mayor Bend 
F. City Attorney Knaak 
G. City Administrator Moorse 
 

11. ADJOURN 
 
A quorum of the City Council or Other Commissions may be present to receive information at, but not 
limited to, any of the following meetings:  Planning Commission; the Public Works Committee; Parks 
Committee; Design Review and Historic Preservation Commission; Lower St. Croix Cable Commission; 
LSCWMO; MSCWMO; I-94 Corridor Coalition and the 5-City Mayor’s Alliance. 
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Meeting Date Dec.15, 2015 

Council Action Memo 
 

To:  Honorable Mayor Bend and Members of the City Council 

From:  Ron Moorse, City Administrator 

Date:  December 11, 2015 

Re:       Supplemental -- Budget Information – High Speed Internet Access  
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
At the December 8 work session, the Council discussed options related to the levy for a project 
to expand high speed internet access community-wide.  The discussion was based on the City’s 
unsuccessful grant application for the project, and uncertainty about whether the project would 
still be feasible without the grant.  A key factor in the feasibility was how federal Connect 
Across America (CAF) funding, to be obtained by CenturyLink (CTL) would affect the 
feasibility.  Subsequent to the work session, Council member Ross had an in-depth discussion 
with Richard Gacke from CenturyLink on a Plan “B” for completing the community-wide 
project.  The following is an outline of the key points of that discussion. 

 
1) Mr. Gacke provided a CAF map (see attached) which shows the areas in Afton that will be served 

through federal funding. 
2) Mr. Gacke indicated “the CAF build out in Afton will absolutely happen in 2016” and that “CTL 

has already accepted the CAF funds to do so”. 
3) The CAF eligible homes roughly include those in the NW corner of Afton, parts of Neal and a 

good portion of southern Afton. 
4) In the CAF eligible areas where DSLAMs currently exist, the DSLAMs will be upgraded so all 

homes served by that DSLAM will have a minimum of 10mb & 1mb speeds. 
5) If a home that is not CAF qualified falls within a CAF funded build out area those un-qualified 

homes will be upgraded.  
6) The exact number of CAF homes will not be available until mid-January. 
7) Mr. Gacke feels that once the CAF eligible homes and those homes served by Comcast are 

subtracted out of the overall project, there is a good chance the entire project can be completed 
with the combined Afton and CTL money. 
 
 

 

City of Afton 

3033 St. Croix Trl, P.O. Box 219 

Afton, MN 55001 




































































































































































































































































































































